Week of January 25, 2020
Match of the Week: Andrade vs. Rey Mysterio: United States Championship Ladder Match - Raw, January 20
I'm convinced Rey Mysterio and Andrade are incapable of having anything less than a great match together. While I would have rather seen them face off on a pay-per-view to avoid all the commercial breaks, this was still an outstanding outing filled with crazy spots and top-notch drama. Mysterio is arguably in the twilight of his career right now, yet you would never know it based off performances like this one. Andrade's decisive victory should put this rivalry to rest once and for all. Humberto Carrillo returning afterward to exact revenge on Andrade was merely the icing on the cake.
Superstar of the Week: Keith Lee
Keith Lee had a hell of a Survivor Series weekend two months ago when he won the main event of TakeOver: WarGames III and had a spectacular showing against Roman Reigns the next night at Survivor Series. It took some time for NXT to fully capitalize on his hot momentum, but he finally captured his first championship on the black-and-gold brand this past week in the form of the NXT North American title. His match with Roderick Strong was every bit as excellent as expected and featured the right result. This is only the beginning for Lee.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, January 22
The goal of this week's editions of Raw and SmackDown was to get viewers more hyped for the Royal Rumble pay-per-view than they were before, and although both were solid shows, neither of them were successful in that respect. NXT, on the other hand, was once again a terrific two-hour program from start to finish. In addition to the NXT North American Championship changing hands, the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic semifinals were a ton of fun, Finn Balor squashed Joaquin Wilde, and the women's division shined as always. NXT remains the best show on WWE TV.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Viking Raiders vs. Seth Rollins and Buddy Murphy: I assumed AOP would be the ones to ultimately dethrone Viking Raiders as Raw Tag Team Champions (preferably at WrestleMania 36), but apparently not. Instead, Rollins and Murphy teamed up for the first time on Monday night and walked out the new Raw Tag Team Champions. And honestly, I'm not complaining. This is an awesome spot for Murphy to be in on Raw coming off his rivalry with Aleister Black. Plus, it's not like Viking Raiders were lighting the world on fire as champs, so I like the change. Of course, the match being as excellent as it was helped.
· Becky Lynch vs. Kairi Sane: First and foremost, it's great that Sane has been cleared to compete after suffering a concussion at last month's TLC pay-per-view. The timing couldn't be perfect with the Royal Rumble this Sunday and it gave her a chance to do battle with Lynch on Raw. As expected, they had a very good match where Sane scored enough offense to look credible in defeat. Lynch and Asuka have done a super effective job of building up their feud over their past month and I'm looking forward to their Royal Rumble rematch.
· Roman Reigns and The Usos vs. King Corbin, Dolph Ziggler and Robert Roode: I've mentioned before how the Corbin vs. Reigns rivalry has done nothing for me, but the matches in recent weeks have been fairly entertaining and this was no exception. Reigns and The Usos are always a tremendous trio and Corbin, Ziggler and Roode were fun foils for them. I liked how Reigns and Corbin took their fight into the crowd to hype their Falls Count Anywhere affair at Royal Rumble while The Usos scored the win in the ring.
· Kofi Kingston vs. John Morrison: The athleticism in this outing was off the charts. Morrison has been very impressive since returning and I've been enjoying his rivalry with The New Day in recent weeks. WWE has been smart to protect Morrison with all these wins and re-establish him as credible, but what I'm most looking to is the return of The Dirt Sheet sooner rather than later. Hopefully we'll get that before they collide for the SmackDown Tag Team Championship.
· Undisputed Era vs. Grizzled Young Veterans: Despite the heel vs. heel dynamic, this was an absolute blast and an improvement over Undisputed Era's underwhelming encounter against Gallus from the week prior. Grizzled Young Veterans don't get nearly enough for playing the "spoiler" role so well in that whenever you think they won't advance to the next round, they find a way to win like they did here. I'm not usually a fan of interference or distraction finishes in NXT, but it made sense for Imperium to cost Undisputed Era the victory here considering Undisputed Era jumped them at the end of TakeOver: Blackpool II and they wanted revenge. And that brings me to the other Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic semifinal match from this week's NXT show...
· The BroserWeights vs. Imperium: Like I said last week, Matt Riddle and Pete Dunne have crazy good chemistry together and they're easily my pick to win this whole thing. I thought Undisputed Era might return the favor from earlier by making their presence felt during this bout, but thankfully, that wasn't the case and instead The BroserWeights won in clean fashion.
This Week's Low Points
· Rusev and Liv Morgan vs. Bobby Lashley and Lana: The latest chapter in this never-ending rivalry was a lame mixed tag team match the crowd couldn't have cared less about. I figured this would be where Rusev and Morgan would finally give Lashley and Lana their comeuppance, but no such luck. Unless Lashley is being built up for some major program or Rusev is on his way out (which I feel is unlikely with Lana recently re-signing), these wins aren't doing anyone any favors. Furthermore, why this was positioned as the main event on the go-home edition of Raw before Royal Rumble is beyond me. Please, WWE, just let it end already!
· Brock Lesnar and Ricochet: Lesnar's last two appearances on Raw were great, but unfortunately, this didn't seem to serve as much of a purpose. Paul Heyman did a decent job of hyping up the Royal Rumble, but he didn't say anything new, either. Ricochet was probably one of the last people I expected to confront Lesnar and he came away from this segment looking like an idiot. The low blow from Lesnar to Ricochet was random when he could have laid him out with an F5 instead. The whole segment was just strange.
· Erick Rowan vs. Matt Hardy: My thoughts on Rowan's recent push and how I don't care to find out where it's leading has been well documented, but the bigger reason why this is a part of the "Low Points" column is because of how it was basically a burial of Matt Hardy. He's been relegated to serving as an enhancement talent for months, but it still sad to see, especially since he had one of the hottest gimmicks in all of wrestling not that long ago. I really hope he makes the right decision when his contract expires in March.
· Braun Strowman and Elias vs. Shinsuke Nakamura and Cesaro: As a match, this was perfectly fine and I liked how Elias scored the victory for his team. This felt like a waste of time otherwise, though. Strowman and Nakamura aren't facing off for the Intercontinental Championship this Sunday at the Royal Rumble, and while this was designed to further their feud, it's a feud I'm not invested in because of how mundane it's been. Strowman might as well take the title from him already.
· Universal Championship Strap match contract signing: The Daniel Bryan vs. Bray Wyatt rivalry started out promisingly enough two months ago, but it feels like it's faltered a bit lately. This contract signing didn't help matters. Obviously, the intention was to get viewers hyped up for their upcoming Strap match at the Royal Rumble, but it fell flat. They're trying to create this false narrative that The Fiend has been running from Bryan all this time and it isn't working. I'm not even sure a Strap match is the answer, and considering we haven't seen one in WWE in almost five years, I'm skeptical how it will play out at the pay-per-view. Fingers crossed they can make the most of the stipulation, but this segment and its uneventful conclusion didn't give me high hopes.
· Royal Rumble hype: Needless to say, you can't help but be excited for the Royal Rumble, but the build to the event over the past month has been less than stellar. What stuck out to me more than anything this week was how little hype there was for the women's Rumble match. I have no doubt it will wind up being entertaining, but having only five women announced in advance is ridiculous.
