Week of January 27, 2018
Match of the Week: AJ Styles vs. Sami Zayn - SmackDown Live, January 23
It's no secret that, despite the tremendous talent involved, I haven't been a fan of the feud over the WWE Championship with AJ Styles, Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn lately. The matches have been average at best, which is why I was so happy that Styles and Zayn were finally able to produce the barn-burner of a bout I know they're capable of in this week's SmackDown Live main event. They were given plenty of time and surely made the most of it with both men having stellar showings. More importantly, Zayn walked away with the win and built momentum for the Royal Rumble. 

Superstar of the Week: Stone Cold Steve Austin
Whoever said that my "Superstar of the Week" had to be an active competitor? It's been nearly two and a half years since we last saw Stone Cold Steve Austin on the flagship show, and his Raw return on Monday night was certainly spectacular, to say the least. He interrupted Mr. McMahon's tirade against the WWE Universe and wasted no time in delivering Stunners to both him and his son, Shane. As someone who has never seen Stone Cold in person before, it was a truly remarkable moment. It was also far and away the biggest highlight of Raw 25. 

Show of the Week: WWE Raw 25, January 22
I will not deny my bias for a single second considering I was in attendance for the event at the Barclays Center, but I thoroughly enjoyed Raw 25 on Monday night. No, it wasn't the epic anniversary show fans hoped for, nor was it a super successful go-home show for the Royal Rumble, but there were enough memorable moments with Stone Cold Steve Austin returning and The Miz regaining the Intercontinental Championship to make it a fun night. All that said, it's a bummer the Manhattan Center looked very nice yet the crowd got the scraps of the Barclays Center for the most part. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns vs. The Miz: While this wasn't an instant classic by any means, it was a perfectly soli television match where the crowd was engaged in the nearfalls down the stretch. Miz winning the Intercontinental Championship back was absolutely the right call. Reigns exceeded my expectations with his title run, but it was time to transition the strap back onto Miz in time for WrestleMania 34, given Reigns didn't need it as he prepares to vie for the Universal Championship. They tend to work well together more often than not, so I hope we see more matches from them in the future, possibly as soon as next week.
· Elias attacks John Cena: I had my hopes up for The Rock interrupting Elias, but no such luck. At least here Elias was able to build momentum toward the Royal Rumble by laying out Cena on the 25th anniversary of Raw show. I honestly did not see that coming, so it was a pleasant surprise. Elias has really been a revelation on Raw over the last year, and although we all know he isn't winning the Rumble, I appreciate the effort to make his participation matter. That said, expect Cena to toss him out instantly on Sunday.
· D-Generation X and The Balor Club: Personally, I enjoyed the reunion DX had at Raw 1000 more than this, but it was imperative that it served some sort of a purpose and helped put over the talent of tomorrow in some form or fashion. Sure, it was cool seeing Scott Hall and X-Pac and the others, but it was even cooler seeing them interact with and subsequently endorse Finn Balor, Karl Anderson and Luke Gallows. The Revival shouldn't have been squashed in two minutes, mind you, but I'm hoping they can recover from the loss and bounce back with a win soon.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Baron Corbin: These two haven't had the strongest in-ring chemistry together in the past, but I liked this encounter much more than I thought I would. It started out slow, but they picked up the pace nicely in the second half and the finish was excellently executed. Neither of these guys can afford any more clean losses, so I loved Randy Orton literally popping up out of nowhere and laying them out with RKOs. Seriously, that RKO to Nakamura was unbelievable.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Mustafa Ali: The Cruiserweight division has been dead in the water for so long now that in a weird way, Enzo Amore getting released actually helped 205 Live because people were buzzing about what would happen to the WWE Cruiserweight Championship. Well, we'll find out about that from the newly appointed general manager next week, and in the meantime, we were treated to some matches on Tuesday night that were to designed to "impress" whoever will be in charge of the division moving forward. Alexander and Ali had a super entertaining match where they seemingly were allowed to go all out for a change. Of course, Alexander scoring the victory was a must.
· Johnny Gargano vs. The Velveteen Dream: The end result was never in doubt, but this was a damn good main event for NXT, nevertheless. Gargano is so perfect working from underneath and Dream has stellar performances regardless of who he's up against. Gargano is now officially set to contend for the NXT Championship at TakeOver: Philadelphia.
This Week's Low Points
· Asuka, Sasha Banks, Bayley and Mickie James vs. Absolution, Alicia Fox and Nia Jax: I realize this was designed to hype the women's Royal Rumble match coming up, but did anyone honestly walk away from this any more excited for that Rumble than they did before? Yes, Asuka attacking everyone afterward was well done, but that was the saving grace of this segment because the match itself was completely forgettable. That isn't to say it was terrible, but everyone in the arena sat on their hands for this and it lasted way longer than it needed to. Here's hoping we can get back to one-on-one rivarlries with the women after the Rumble.
· "Woken" Matt Hardy vs. Bray Wyatt: I haven't hated this program as much as some people have (though I do wish they would get more creative with it), but this match was dreadful. I actually felt bad for the Manhattan Center that they got this and the Barclays Center got Roman Reigns vs. The Miz. In addition to WWE not advertising it in advance whatsoever, it was over in a matter of minutes and felt like total throwaway. Worse yet, Hardy lost clean, destroying any momentum he has built up to this point.
· The Undertaker promo: Seeing Undertaker is always a treat, and it was cool he was a part of Raw 25 after being on the very first episode back in 1993, but this promo was simply unnecessary. Everyone assumed it would serve some sort of purpose and possibly plant the seeds for a WrestleMania match with John Cena. Instead, he merely rambled for a few minutes about... well, I'm not exactly sure. The talk is that we are still getting the rumored 'Taker vs. John Cena match at 'Mania and it will be set up in the coming weeks, but sadly, I think that ship sailed years ago.
· Naomi vs. Liv Morgan: Raw's women's division has been a bit more bearable recently, but in SmackDown's women's division, nobody feels special in the slightest. The Riott Squad will win every other week, and then the following week, one of them will lose a singles match, like Morgan did to Naomi on Tuesday night. Furthermore, it wasn't too well-wrestled and was more of a mess than anything else. The Riott Squad hardly feels like a threat anymore, assuming they did to begin with.
· Hideo Itami vs. Gentleman Jack Gallagher: This feud showed some promise when it first started upon Itami's arrival on the main roster, but by and large, it has failed to intrigue me and the matches have been fairly basic. It's a shame because I know they can do way better, but the booking isn't doing them any favors. Neither one of them come across as motivated nowadays, either, so that doesn't help. Gallagher turning heel was an odd move, and keeping him a heel in The Brian Kendrick's absence is an even odder move. He was a natural babyface! As for Itami, with his GTS being banned, nothing about him screams special. Truthfully speaking, he'd be better off returning to Japan where he wouldn't be wasted.
· No Way Jose vs. Cezar Bononi: We've been down this road before with Jose where he'll score a win here or there and then be fed to an up-and-comer on the NXT brand. It's apparent by now that he'll likely be an undercard act forever, but if officials are keen on pushing him, his character will need a major overhaul in order to be taken seriously.
