Week of January 28, 2017
Match of the Week: Seth Rollins vs. Sami Zayn - Raw, January 23
There was a lot to like about Raw this past week, including this awesome encounter between Seth Rollins and Sami Zayn. With a spot in the 2017 Royal Rumble match hanging in the balance, the two former NXT Champions put forth an excellent effort and produced one of the best Raw matches in recent memory. Although Rollins and Zayn are both babyfaces, the crowd was engaged in the exciting action the entire time and cheered each of them equally. In the end, it was Triple H's iconic entrance music that cost The Architect his spot in the Rumble, allowing Zayn to qualify. 

Superstar of the Week: Big show
I think it's been pretty well-documented that I'm no fan of Big Show, but that was merely because he had been overexposed on programming for so long. After a lengthy absence from television, he resurfaced on Raw this past week and announced his entry into the 2017 Royal Rumble match, an accolade that has alluded him his entire career. That alone would have made headlines, but he proceeded to get in the face of Braun Strowman and force him to flee from the ring. No one has posed a legitimate threat to Strowman thus far, so that was impressive in itself. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, January 23
How long has it been since Raw last earned the award of "Show of the Week"? A few months at the very least. SmackDown Live has been blowing the flagship show out of the water for a while now, and although the blue brand produced another average episode on Tuesday night, Raw had one of its best nights since the dawn of the Brand Split. Not only was the aforementioned match between Seth Rollins and Sami Zayn extremely awesome, there was plenty of strong hype for the Royal Rumble pay-per-view including an amazing ending featuring Brock Lesnar, Goldberg and The Undertaker. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Goldberg, Brock Lesnar and The Undertaker: Thank the lord Lesnar and 'Taker showed up because this segment likely would have ended up in the "Low Points" section had they didn't. Goldberg has been quite spectacular on the mic in the time he's been back in WWE, but Monday was not one of his finer outings. Perhaps he shouldn't bang his head on the locker room door anymore before coming out to the ring. In all seriousness, this face-off was fantastic and set the stage for a star-studded Royal Rumble match. While I don't want to see any of these three win, each of them have an equal chance of doing so, and thus this was an effective ending.
· Charlotte Flair and Bayley sit-down interviews: I've said several times in recent weeks that the Charlotte and Bayley feud has been fairly underwhelming as of late, especially considering the star power involved, but this was an excellent last-ditch effort to get fans engaged in the program. Both men typically shine in this type of environment, so this was the right approach to take. They were allowed to establish their motivations for wanting to walk out of the Royal Rumble event as Raw Women's Champion.
· John Cena and AJ Styles: Cena and Styles had yet another exceptional exchange on the mic. What else is new? They continue to find new material to work with, though I did find it strange that Cena didn't take Styles too seriously and that he knocked him down the same way he did before their initial encounter over the summer. Well, Styles has since beaten Cena three times, so shouldn't Cena be a bit more concerned with finally being able to overcome his archenemy on Sunday? Other than that, this was the highlight of SmackDown Live on Tuesday night and I'm looking forward to their title match.
· Randy Orton vs. Luke Harper: I honestly don't think that even after all these years, Harper gets the credit he deserves for being as skilled as he is in the ring. This was a quality match from him and Orton and I loved how they told the story that they knew each other inside and out after being on the same side for a few months. We won't have to wait long to find out whether Harper remains a member of The Wyatt Family given all three men will be a part of the Royal Rumble match.
· Neville vs. Cedric Alexander: Neville has been killing it over the past month and has had terrific matches with everyone he has gone up against. But this was one match that I had been highly anticipating because Alexander has consistently been a standout worker in the Cruiserweight division. Sure enough, it did not disappoint as they delivered a thrilling main event on 205 Live on Tuesday night. Alexander is the perfect babyface for fans to get behind while I never knew Neville could be so stellar as a heel. As the No. 1 contender to the WWE Cruiserweight Championship, Neville scored the victory as he should have, but Alexander was protected in defeat via Noam Dar's interference.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns vs. Chris Jericho: This wasn't a bad bout by any means, but merely the announcement of it made me roll my eyes. Yes, it does make sense from a storyline standpoint for Reigns to want to invoke his rematch clause for the title, but I could have done without seeing them face off yet again, especially for what felt like the millionth time. The match was not good enough to warrant it happening. That said, the build for Reigns vs. Kevin Owens at the Royal Rumble was well done. People will speculate that Reigns getting the last word means Owens is retaining the belt (i.e. Booking 101), but I will believe that when I see it on Sunday.
· Mustafa Ali, Jack Gallagher and TJ Perkins vs. Tony Nese, Drew Gulak and Ariya Daivari: From an in-ring standpoint, this was a fun match, but it brought back bad memories from a few months ago when all we would get from the Cruiserweights on Raw were pointless six-man tag team matches. Although Gallagher and Daivari have history, this was essentially along those lines. If nothing else, Ali getting the spotlight for a change was refreshing and I hope they run with him as a prominent babyface in the division going forward.
· Royal Rumble Match Qualifying Battle Royal: Why did Sami Zayn and Mojo Rawley have to qualify for the Royal Rumble when everyone else just declared their participation in it? At any rate, this Battle Royal would have been better saved for a house show. I mean, who could possibly care when the match features nothing but undercard competitors? Heath Slater or Rhyno winning would have remotely interesting, but they were tossed like losers here. Rawley winning did nothing for me, but admittedly, the promo he cut on Talking Smack later in the night was touching.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Kalisto: This was a nice little match while it lasted, but I was hoping their previous match was cut short because we would get longer matches in the future. However, this rematch was just as brief if not shorter, so that was disappointing. Additionally, while Ziggler's heel turn was extremely necessary, I'm still waiting for him to change his attire and entrance theme. In so many words, they reek of failure. He won't find success until he undergoes a complete character overhaul.
· Asuka, Nikki Cross, Billie Kay and Peyton Royce brawl: I don't mind the idea of a Fatal 4-Way match for the NXT Women's Championship at TakeOver: San Antonio merely because it means Asuka doesn't have to be pinned in order to lose the title. That said, none of her challengers feel like threats to her belt at the moment, and the closing segment on NXT this week didn't do them any favors. The mic work from Kay and Royce was nothing special while the subsequent brawl underwhelmed. In fact, officials had to be bummed when the crowd barely reacted to Asuka and Cross starting each other down. Asuka attacking security was cool, but other than that, this segment failed to get me excited about the match.
