Week of January 2, 2016
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. Alberto Del Rio - Raw, December 28
Admittedly, I've never enjoyed the chemistry John Cena and Alberto Del Rio have had. I was a fan of their matches in 2011 and 2012, but beyond that, I didn't care to see them clash because it felt tiresome and overdone. That said, their latest encounter on the final Raw of 2015 came as a pleasant surprise, and what better way to close out the year than with a United States Championship match? Perhaps it was because not much else stood out on Raw in a positive way, but Cena vs. Del Rio certainly exceeded expectations for this viewer. The gold being up for grabs definitely helped as it being confirmed as a championship match at the last minute made me think they might actually go through with a title change. Granted, that wasn't ultimately the case, but it will be interesting to see if Cena's pursuit of the belt continues going into 2016. 

Superstar of the Week: Kalisto
Mark my words: Kalisto is going to be an absolute star in 2016. I've been high on him since he initially arrived in NXT back in the spring of 2014 and he's gradually worked his way up the ladder in the past two years. His breakout performance at TLC with the awe-inspiring Salida del Sol off the top of the ladder helped put him on the map and this past week only furthered his hot momentum. On Raw, he went toe-to-toe with former Intercontinental and United States Champion Kofi Kingston and defeated him in shocking fashion. With Sin Cara sidelined with a dislocated shoulder, he teamed with The Dudley Boyz to take on and subsequently defeat The New Day on SmackDown. And with Cara out of action indefinitely, when better to start branching Kalisto out on his own and experimenting with him as a singles act? 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown, December 31
I couldn't tell you the last time I went with SmackDown as the Show of the Week two weeks in a row, but alas, it was the lesser of two evils. The New Year's Eve edition of SmackDown was not nearly as good as SuperSmackDown Live from last week, but I refused to give the award to Raw, which was largely flat. I wouldn't call it disappointing simply because I knew going in they were going to have a limited roster to work with, but for a final show of 2015, WWE didn't go out on a strong note. As noted, the main event was well-wrestled and the lengthy women's match was a treat, but everything else was either mediocre or meaningless. At the very least, SmackDown featured several solid matchups and was better than your typical holiday show. Here's hoping they can kick off 2016 with a bang with Monday's Raw. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Mr. McMahon gets arrested: I realize this angle wasn't for everyone, but more than anything else, it was a breath of fresh air. That's not to say Vince was the first person to be arrested on Raw in recent memory (remember when Dean Ambrose was briefly put behind bars early on in 2015?), but his acting was exceptional. He wasn't as over-the-top as usual, though the acting of the police officers could have been better. Most importantly, though, Vince's "I'm a freakin' billionaire" line was brilliant. You know that was him talking and not his character, but at the end of the day, is there really a difference? The angle could have lasted longer, but I liked it.
· Sasha Banks vs. Becky Lynch: This was far from their greatest encounter, but still a bright spot on a rather dull episode of Raw. Among the few positives of half the roster competing at another live event is that it forced WWE to make due with who they had and therefore give them more time for their matches, including the women. There were a few sloppy spots here and there (and I could have done without the "This is boring" chants" from the Brooklyn crowd), but by and large, it was a good match from Lynch and Banks.
· Roman Reigns and Dean Ambrose vs. Sheamus and Kevin Owens: I was surprised to see them stack their final main event of 2015 with such star power on a holiday edition of SmackDown and actually make an effort to build toward the championship match on the first Raw of 2016. It was a relatively formulaic tag team match with the hot comeback from the babyfaces and inevitable disqualification finish, but at least it protected Sheamus and Owens. That said, what was the point in neither having either guy get pinned yet get completely annihilated afterward? Neither guy has much momentum.
· Kalisto and The Dudley Boyz vs. The New Day: WWE got creative with Kalisto teaming up with the Dudleyz in light of Sin Cara's injury and it made for an enjoyable six-man tag team match on SmackDown. Kalisto continued to shine in picking up the victory for his team. I'm not a fan of New Day losing as often as they have been, but at least you know they'll bounce back because of how over they are.
· Tyler Breeze and Summer Rae part ways: Thank the lord. Breeze has a ton of upside, but he's been criminally wasted since arriving on the main roster in late October. I'm not putting the entire blame on Summer, but she's damaged goods at this point. The valet shtick for her seems to have run its course and it's time to transition her back into the Divas division where she can really showcase her skills. Meanwhile, I don't know what's next for Breeze. He seemed to blow off his short-lived feud with Goldust on SmackDown, but the important thing is that he's on his own again. I don't know how beneficial that will prove to be for him, but I suppose time will tell. He's too talented to be marginalized the way he has been.
This Week's Low Points
· Kevin Owens vs. Neville: I won't go so far as to say that Owens was "buried" on Raw, but he didn't receive a televised entrance and he lost to one of the biggest losers (not a reflection of his talent but rather his lousy win-loss record) in the company. That's pretty bad. I'm well-aware he destroyed Neville afterward as well as Dean Ambrose later on in the night, but Owens is not the type of competitor who should be losing as decisively as he has been. I was content with him losing clean at TLC to Ambrose, but a 15-second loss to Neville won't do him any favors. Fans will certainly not take him seriously as a legitimate threat to win the Royal Rumble.
· 'Miz TV': Contrary to popular opinion, I actually enjoyed the first half of this trainwreck of a segment. As I previously mentioned, WWE had to kill time somehow with the crew of competitors they had, so they threw everyone out in the ring at once. What makes it a "Low Point," however, is Big Show returning, and worse yet, announcing his participation in the Royal Rumble match. The first person to do so is usually a big name... but not literally. He also created confusion making people think that he'll be the No. 1 entrant, but he won't be.
· Ryback vs. Big Show: 'Miz TV' was at least somewhat tolerable, but this match served zero purpose aside from killing TV time. I had my fill of Big Show from that segment alone, so to follow it up with a match against Ryback was overkill. Thankfully, it was kept brief and didn't overstay its welcome, but it was still painful to watch. They followed up Show's comeback by having him lose via count-out. I'm not suggesting he should have won the match, but why bother doing the match at all? This was one of the negatives of having half the roster competing at another event: more unnecessary filler.
· League of Nations vs. Dean Ambrose and The Usos: Personally, I didn't this match and thought it was fine for what it was, but the crowd didn't seem think to so. They took over the match with chants and doing the wave, which is never a good sign. By the way, Barrett has the easiest job in the world right now. He's still hurt, so he competes in matches, never gets physical and wins anyway.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Bo Dallas: This wasn't a major offense, but a small blemish albeit acceptable on the New Year's Eve edition of SmackDown. It was well-wrestled and whatnot, but I couldn't get engaged in the action knowing both of these competitors are directionless at the moment. I was glad Dallas showed more aggression than usual, and as much as I'd like to think that it's leading to a change in character for him, but we've seen it time and time again with him and it's led nowhere. Meanwhile, remember when Ziggler was on a massive roll at this time one year ago? I don't expect him to do much more in 2016, sadly, simply because he's apparently peaked. I would love to be wrong, though.
