Week of January 31, 2015
Match of the Week: Brock Lesnar vs. John Cena vs. Seth Rollins - Royal Rumble, January 25
I've been praising the build to the WWE World Heavyweight Championship match at the Royal Rumble for weeks and and it ended up culminating in one of the greatest matches I've seen in quite some time. It's a little silly to call this the best match of the year so far since that pretty much goes without saying, but this was easily the best title match we've seen since WrestleMania 30. The action was extremely exciting and there never seemed to be an end in sight. I'd argue the best part about the bout was how anyone involved could have emerged the victor. There was a lot of speculation that John Cena or Seth Rollins could walk into WrestleMania 31 as champion, making each of their near-falls in this match very believable. Above all else, Rollins came out of this match looking like a star. Even in defeat, Rollins solidified himself as a main event player on this night. He's been the best booked character in all of WWE since his heel turn last June, but it wasn't until this match that people really started to see him for what he is: a star. 

Superstar of the Week: Roman Reigns
Trust me, I cringe having to give this award to Roman Reigns for what feels like the millionth time in the last month. However, there's absolutely no denying that his star shined the brightest. Regardless of whether you love him or loathe him (or his booking), by the end of the week, he was the most talked about Superstar in all of wrestling. He may not have been successful at breaking his own record of eliminating 12 competitors, but he was successful at winning the 2015 Royal Rumble match by consecutively eliminating Big Show, Kane and Rusev (albeit with a little help from his cousin The Rock). The next night on Raw, Reigns had his best showing on the mic to date during his both of his sit-down interviews, addressing the criticism against him. A huge victory over Big Show on SmackDown capped off a great week for Reigns. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, January 28
No, you aren't seeing things: NXT actually won this award during the week of a pay-per-view, but this shouldn't come as any surprise to anyone who saw the Royal Rumble. I don't agree with the majority that the Royal Rumble was a "bad" show. Granted, the Rumble match and its ending were slightly disappointing (okay, very disappointing), but the early goings of the Rumble match were very entertaining. The WWE World Heavyweight Championship match was phenomenal and the undercard was basically what you would expect it to be. It wasn't a great show by any means, but I wouldn't go so far as to call it terrible. But what was great was this week's edition of NXT. It's been consistently enjoyable since the start of the year and Wednesday's episode was no exception. Adrian Neville vs. Tyson Kidd was excellent, the contract signing was very good and we even got a tease for a Solomon Crowe after all this time. They've done a superb job of building to the next live special in two weeks, which is shaping up to be one hell of a show. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Royal Rumble surprise entrants: As noted above, I didn't think the Royal Rumble was terrible on the whole. Sure, Daniel Bryan's elimination was weak and it was all downhill from there, but I thought everything that came before that was great, including the match's surprise entrants. Although it was expected, it was awesome to see Bubba Ray Dudley back in WWE for the first time in nearly 10 years. Diamond Dallas Page had an impressive performance while he was in there, and Zack Ryder got a pretty nice pop as well. Heck, I even enjoyed The Boogeyman's brief stint! It's a shame all these cool returns will be overshadowed by the Rumble's disappointing finish.
· Raw interviews: As asinine as it was for them to replay the Royal Rumble and WWE World Heavyweight Championship matches from the night prior in their entirety (they couldn't have aired something else instead?), I really liked the interview format they went with for the rest of the show. Not only did it fill time effectively, but everyone that was interviewed did an excellent job. Does it really take a historic snowstorm to get this kind of stuff on Raw?
· Daniel Bryan vs. Kane: I'm being generous in putting his in the "Highlights" column since it didn't light the world on fire, but on an otherwise lackluster edition of SmackDown, this stood out. I don't know if it should have gotten as much time as it did, but it was still a good effort from both Bryan and Kane. I really hope WWE stays true to their word and keeps these two far away from each other for a long, long time.
· NXT Championship Match Contract Signing: What I loved most about this was that it wasn't your typical, cliche contract signing. Everyone involved play their role very well and it furthered the feud between Sami Zayn and Kevin Owens nicely. I also like the way Owens goaded Zayn into putting his championship on the line in their Takeover match.
· Adrian Neville vs. Tyson Kidd: I don't think Neville and Kidd have ever produce a sub-par match. They just have such excellent in-chemistry that they have great matches every time they go one-on-one. Neville picked up a big win here and I'm interested in seeing how his next match against Baron Corbin plays out.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns winning the Royal Rumble: I'll start off by saying that this could have been a lot worse. Reigns was the predictable pick going in, so I can't say I was too surprised, but at the very least, he's a fresh face. The biggest knock he has against him right now is that his development isn't at the level it should be at, and as I've said several times in recent weeks, he isn't ready to main event WrestleMania. They have quite a bit of work ahead of them to make his feud with Brock Lesnar work, but it still baffles me that WWE didn't listen to their fans after what happened in the Royal Rumble. Is Vince McMahon really that out of touch with his own product?
· The Bella Twins vs. Natalya and Paige: It's not that this was a bad match, but I couldn't have cared less about it. I am absolutely zero interest in the Divas division right now and it's a shame because it's filled with great talent. They just have no stories going for them at the moment. As much as I like Paige, why is she getting a title shot over Natalya when she, too, beat Divas Champion Nikki Bella several weeks ago on Raw? The lack of consistency with the ladies irritates me to no end.
· Royal Rumble replays: I've had several people criticize me for saying that it was a slap in the face to fans who actually paid for the pay-per-view the night before, asking me what else I thought they should do. This is the same company who owns enough footage to launch their own Network. I realize they had three house of Raw to fill, but I would have been content with footage of the Divas having a sleepover at the hotel. Anything but this.
· John Cena vs. Rusev: I've been fearing the thought of this coming to fruition for months, and alas, it finally did. What made me mad, however, was how they started this feud. A backstage segment on the Royal Rumble Fallout show? Really? Their segment on SmackDown did nothing to get me excited about this feud going into their rushed match at Fast Lane.
· Roman Reigns vs. Big Show: Whose idea was it to put these two together in a feud? If they really want to get Reigns over as a top babyface, pairing him with a heel with no heat is the wrong move. Their SmackDown was slow and plodding, and I didn't feel like Reigns gained much even in victory. Please let Reigns' clean win mean this feud is now over.
