Week of January 3, 2014
Match of the Week: Charlotte vs. Sasha Banks - Main Event, December 30
As great as Monday Night Raw was this week, there weren't many matches that stood out. There were a few fresh matchups on Friday Night SmackDown, but none of them managed to meet my expectations. And then there was WWE Main Event. It wasn't even that memorable of a show, but the women's match between Sasha Banks and Charlotte that left a lasting impression. The ladies of NXT have been showing up the Divas of the main roster for the last year or so, and this match was only a prime example of that. Of course, they weren't given as much as time as they were at December's NXT Takeover: R Evolution live special, but they definitely made the most of the time they were allotted. They also proved that women's wrestling should be taken more seriously on the main roster instead of being treated like an afterthought. They couldn't have picked two better women's wrestlers from NXT than these two extraordinary athletes to show the casual WWE viewer what they're missing on NXT. 

Superstar of the Week: The Usos
Was there any tag team in all of WWE that had a brighter 2014 than The Usos? Granted, that might not be saying much since the tag team division wasn't too strong this past yer, but the point still stands: The Usos had a breakout year in 2014 and have already carried that strong momentum into 2015. On Monday's Raw, they finally faced off against The Miz and Damien Mizdow in a rematch from TLC for the WWE Tag Team Championship. In shocking fashion, The Usos beat the the duo to regain the gold. The next night on Main Event, they won their first match as champions against Gold and Stardust. They finished off the week by teaming with R-Truth on SmackDown to defeat the trio of Adam Rose, Gold and Stardust. How much success will The Usos find in the new year? 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, December 29
The WWE product hasn't been consistently good since the summer season and there haven't been many memorable episodes of Raw in recent months. Who knew WWE would wait until the very end of the year to put forth such a strong show? There was a lot to like about Raw on Monday night, making it (in my opinion) one of the best three shows of the year. Appearances from Brock Lesnar, Edge and Christian added star power to the opening segment and kicked off the show on a high note. The Usos captured the WWE Tag Team Championship for the second time in their career. Bad News Barrett made a comeback in a match against Cesaro, soundly defeating the Swiss Superman. Daniel Bryan had an emotional speech where he announced his in-ring return at the Royal Rumble. Granted, The Authority's return at the end of the show isn't exactly what I had in mind for a hot ending to the night, but it didn't change the fact that this was one of the best Raws of 2014. Can they keep the hot streak going in 2015?
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Daniel Bryan announces his return to the ring: Yes! Yes! Yes! I hoped Bryan would take part in the Royal Rumble this year, but I didn't think there was any remote chance of him being ready in time. I'm also fine with the fact that he won't be a surprise entrant. Him announcing a month in advance that he'll be taking part in Rumble builds anticipation and fuels rumors that he might win. His promo on Raw and as someone who was thoroughly convinced Bryan wasn't retiring, even I was buying into the possibility of him hanging up the boots for good after the raw emotion he displayed in his promo.
· Edge and Christian: They're great on their own, but Edge and Christian are even more entertaining as a package. Their opening segment on Raw was solid and I enjoyed their interactions with John Cena, Brock Lesnar, Paul Heyman and others. They segment with Adam Rose on Main Event was harmless and even their stuff with J&J Security on SmackDown wasn't half-bad. On a side note, it bothered me that a bigger deal wasn't made of Christian's "retirement." As for Edge, props for sporting the shirts of Sami Zayn and Cesaro this week.
· Bad News Barrett vs. Cesaro: I'm in the minority in that I don't think one line ruined the realism of his promo. Sadly, it's the only thing people will probably remember from the promo, but I really like how he acknowledged 2014 was supposed to be his year. When was the last time Cesaro got mic time on Raw? This is what we need more of on the flagship show. Barrett's return was a pleasant surprise and I'm excited to see how he fares as a babyface.
· Ryback: At last, character development! In all honesty, that shouldn't be something to be happy about and should instead be something that's expected, but we get none of it nowadays so you take what you get from WWE. This was easily the best promo Ryback has cut in his carer (though he never cuts promo so that might not be saying much). He told his story and made people care about him in the process. Ryback's been flourishing since returning as a face and I'd be elated if he was the one to finally beat Rusev.
· The Ascension: I'm higher on the act than most, but if nothing else, it's fresh blood in the tag team division (lord knows we need it). Their Raw debut happened so late in the show that I don't blame the live crowd for being flat for it, but there wasn't much to get excited over anyway. I think they can do well on the main roster, but they really need to ditch the LOD face paint and attire. They're only going to pale in comparison to them, so they're better off establishing their own identity.
This Week's Low Points
· The Authority returns: After all the awesomeness we got on Raw this pas week, they had to end the show on a sour note with the return of The Authority. The segment felt like it dragged on forever and the live crowd sat on their hands the entire time. They didn't even boo when John Cena brought back The Authority. They just groaned like the rest of us. I didn't want them back at all, but if they had to return, why so soon? It essentially made the main event of Survivor Series completely and utterly worthless. Even if they intend to get rid of the faction at WrestleMania, why should fans believe them this time around?
· Luke Harper vs. Jack Swagger: What a boring, boring match, and this is coming from someone is a fan of both guys. Like The Ascension debut, this happened so late in the show that hardly anyone cared. They work well together, of course, but both Harper and Swagger have been heavily damaged recently. Swagger has lost extensively in recent months and that one month Intercontinental Championship reign hindered Harper more than it helped him. Did this win do much to get Harper back on track? I didn't think so, either.
· Nikki Bella vs. Natalya: I was hoping Natalya's recent Raw wins were leading to her getting a shot at the Divas Championship. Well, apparently not. The ladies got all of one minute on Raw. How is that enough time to effectively tell a story? I liked the stuff with Tyson Kidd, but the whole match was a complete waste of time. It's mind boggling to think this is the same company that runs the women down in NXT. I'm not at all invested in the Divas division at htem oment 
· The Miz vs. Jimmy Uso: I praised these two for their acting ability when this feud first started about a month ago, but it feels like they've been treading water since TLC. The two matches between Miz and Jimmy on Raw and SmackDown, respectively, felt like repeats from what they've already done. Can we get to the next chapter in this story or at least give The Usos their rightful tag team title rematch?
· Brie Bella vs. Summer Rae: This match was so bizarre. One night after losing to babyface Natalya on Raw, Brie went one-on-one with heel Summer Rae on Main Event. Wait, what? The match wasn't even that bad. It was more so the fact the live crowd didn't have any incentive to cheer for either of them. Brie's character has been so convoluted since SummerSlam that I'm wondering why so much time was spent on her over the summer in the first place.
· Big E vs. Stardust: So, following a loss to Los Matadores on Raw, was I really supposed to see Stardust as a threat? Furthermore, The New Day gimmick is still stupid. Airing their vignette again on Raw seemed pointless and it feels like a heel turn is the only thing that will salvage this stable from being a complete disaster. That has to be the direction they're headed in, right?
