WEEK OF JANUARY 5, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: KOFI KINGSTON VS. WADE BARRETT FOR THE INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPIONSHIP - RAW, DECEMBER 31
With this week's edition of Monday Night Raw airing on New Year's Eve, it was understandable that not much actual wrestling would be held. However, Wade Barrett and Kofi Kingston took it the ultimate limit when they clashed in a match for Kingston's Intercontinental Championship. As only those two can, Barrett and Kingston provided an excellent contest with every near-fall and counter creating suspense. Their chemistry together is absolutely amazing, so it came as no surprise that their match on this week's Raw was the undisputed highlight of the night. Although the victor of the bout had already been revealed beforehand (more on that below), it didn't take away from the marvelous matchup. In the end, Barrett connected with a brutal Bull Hammer and scored the three count as well as his second Intercontinental Champion. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: WADE BARRETT
As stated above, Wade Barrett has had quite the week over the last seven days. First, Barrett challenged Kofi Kingston for his Intercontinental Championship one last time on this week's Raw, which Kingston immediately accepted. In what felt like deja vu, Barrett soundly defeated Kingston to win the Intercontinental Championship for the second time in his career. On WWE Main Event, Barrett brutalized three Superstars apart of a Gauntlet match before falling victim to the Ghanian Superstar's Trouble in Paradise. However, Barrett avenged his loss on SmackDown, where the British brawler successfully retained his prestigious prize against Kingston in yet another excellent contest. It's safe to say the winds of change are indeed blowing in WWE. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: MONDAY NIGHT RAW - DECEMBER 31, 2012
Despite the fact that this week's Monday Night Raw aired on New Year's Eve, that didn't stop WWE from providing a fun final show of the year. The Champion's Choice theme throughout the night made for some interesting matches, although some of them ended in fluky fashion while others didn't happen at all. Even still, the promos on this week's edition were equally entertaining and did a successful job of building towards next week's first Raw of 2013. The three hours seemed to fly by without much dragging filler. Sure, most of the matches were meaningless, but they were harmless and well-wrestled for the most part. The Intercontinental title change made this show noteworthy and ended 2012 on a high note. This week's WWE Main Event was entertaining as well, but came up short of beating out Raw as the Show of the Week. Friday Night SmackDown was fine, but nothing on the show was memorable whatsoever. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
The Miz and John Cena vs. Team Rhodes Scholars: Some people may not have liked the Miz TV segment that kicked off Monday's Raw, but I personally enjoyed it. The subsequent matchup featuring Cena and Miz taking on Team Rhodes Scholars was equally excellent, as it was surely solid and featured some great action.
· Antonio Cesaro: Aside Wade Barrett, United States Champion, Antonio Cesaro also had an awesome week this past week. From his two successful title defenses on both Raw and Main event to his impressive showing in the main event of SmackDown, I see big things coming for Cesaro in the new year.
· John Cena/Dolph Ziggler promo: Cena's character hasn't been compelling in years, and I'm extremely glad Ziggler made point of that during his promo on Raw. Cena referencing to Ziggler's numerous personas over the years was also a nice touch and added an extra layer to this feud that wasn't there before.
· The Miz vs. Heath Slater: Although I initially thought it'd be nothing more than a glorified squash match, the bout between Miz and Slater was surprisingly solid. Slater showed some true potential inside the squared circle and it was also a nice win for the incredibly over Miz.
· Alberto Del Rio face turn: While it's been strangely booked this far, I've taken a liking to Del Rio's apparent face turn. It was odd to see him come off so generous on this week's Raw, but at least it's a refreshing change of pace for him. Here's hoping they stick with it going forward.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
Mae Young pregnancy: It wasn't funny the first time, so why did WWE Creative think it would be funny now? I'll admit the cameo from the infamous "Hand"on Raw 1000 was humorous, but there was absolutely no reason to relive the past on this week's Raw.
· Falling manure: While I enjoyed the ending promo between John Cena and Dolph Ziggler on Raw, the "poop shower" was vastly unnecessary. It was juvenile and a blatant rip-off of the old DX schtick from 2006. Honestly, I could've done without this.
· WWE.com spoiling Wade Barrett's IC title win: Of course, I strongly dislike spoilers, so I always avoid reading them whenever a WWE program is taped. However, there was no avoiding Wade Barrett's Intercontinental Championship win at the Raw taping last weekend, as it was clearly spoiled on WWE.com that night. I'm not sure what WWE's motive was for posting it on their site before it aired, but I found it obnoxious.
· Six-person tag team match: Obviously, I'm not a fan of The Great Khali and Hornswoggle pairing, so I didn't enjoy the mixed tag team match they participated in on Friday's SmackDown. It wasn't horrendous, but at least it was kept short and harmless.
· Sheamus vs. Dolph Ziggler: Although their match on this week's Raw was very well wrestled, we've seen it so many times in the last year that I've just grown numb to it. The worst part is that all of their matches end almost exactly  the same way every single time they cross paths.
