Week of July 11, 2015
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. Cesaro - Raw, July 6
I mentioned in this very column last week that WWE would be leaving money on the table if they didn't book a rematch between John Cena vs. Cesaro at some point down the line. Well, I didn't think we'd be seeing it again so soon! While I was personally pulling for Cody Rhodes to be the mystery man to accept the U.S. Open in this week's Raw main event, I wasn't at all disappointed when it ended up being Cesaro instead. Once again, the two contested an instant classic and I was pleasantly surprised to see them reach the 30 minute mark, making it the longest Raw main event since Cena's memorable outing against Shawn Michaels in April 2007. I should have figured Cena was going over with his title defense against Kevin Owens at Battleground coming up, but I still found myself buying into the near-falls down the stretch. I wasn't a huge fan of the clean finish, but as long as WWE starts looking at Cesaro differently after this match and gives him the star treatment he has long deserved, then I'm contest. Meanwhile, Cena had another exceptional match. What else is new? 

Superstar of the Week: Randy Orton
Perhaps it's just me, but I feel as if Randy Orton still isn't getting the recognition he deserves for doing the best work of his career right now. He's at his best when he's working as anti-hero, and since returning earlier this year, he's been receiving some of the louder reactions of anyone on the roster. After taking a few weeks off from WWE TV, Orton made his anticipated comeback this past week on Raw, immediately targeting the man who put him on the shelf, Sheamus, and nailing him with an RKO to the roar of the Chicago crowd. Days later on SmackDown, he confirmed that he'll be shifting his focus to Sheamus as Battleground draws near, only to be interrupted by The Ascension. The showing of disrespect from the former NXT Tag Team Champions didn't last long, however, as both Viktor and Konnor were leveled with RKOs. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, July 6
Not everyone is going to agree with this sentiment, but for me, a Chicago crowd enhances any WWE event. Their incredible enthusiasm for wrestling is contagious and they definitely made this week's Raw much more enjoyable than it would have been without them. The first two hours were relatively solid with a good matches between Roman Reigns and Sheamus as well as Ryback and Big Show, but the show heated up big time in the final hour. First, Brock Lesnar's complete annihilation of J&J Security's prized Cadillac was truly something to behold and a moment for the highlight reel. Lesnar brings a sense of excitement to the program whenever he's featured and I couldn't be happier he's here for the summer. But that wasn't all! We were then treated to a marvelous main event between Cena and Cesaro for the United States Championship that stole the show. It may not have been a home run of an episode, but it was very enjoyable on the whole and certainly better than anything else on SmackDown or NXT this week. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Brock Lesnar destroys the Cadillac: As I've said in this column before, Lesnar isn't the only great aspect of WWE programming right now, but it's difficult to say he wasn't the biggest highlight on Monday's Raw. We all knew this was coming as soon as Seth Rollins presented J&J Security with a brand-new Cadillac last week, but boy, the payoff was glorious. He didn't just destroy it, he murdered it! And every second of it was sensational. This was one of those moments that could very well go one as one of the greatest in the history of the Raw. Lesnar definitely does add that "must-see" feel to the show, with this being a prime example.
· Seth Rollins and Paul Heyman: While SmackDown was by no means terrible, it certainly wasn't much more than mediocre, but the sole highlight coming out of the episode was the strong verbal exchange between Seth Rollins and Paul Heyman that took place at the start of the show. Heyman is the perfect person to represent Lesnar when he's absent from the show because he makes it feel like he actually is in attendance and turns anything he's involved in, into gold. Furthermore, it made sense for Rollins to get the final word after Rollins was make to look cowardly on Monday's Raw.
· Seth Rollins vs. Ryback: Rollins is all over the "Highlights" column this week! I mentioned in the previous paragraph that the Rollins and Heyman promo was the only segment worth watching from SmackDown, and while that is true, I enjoyed the main event between Ryback and Rollins. We've essentially seen it all from the two in singles action, but their matches are almost always good with this one being no exception. Rollins didn't look too strong coming out of this, but at least Ryback was protected.
· The Vaudevillians vs. Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady: On the main roster, this wouldn't have been anything out of the ordinary, but given how weak the tag team division in NXT is at the moment, it was above average. It's been a while since they last faced off, and there was also some uncertainly surrounding the finish because both duos have been riding waves of momentum lately. Its placement in the main event of the show was a nice change of pace as well.
· Charlotte and Sasha Banks vs. Emma and Dana Brooke: With both Bayley and Becky Lynch out with injuries for the foreseeable future, you had to know Charlotte was going to the one to ultimately team with Banks, but it was cool to see the BFFs back together (sans Summer Rae) for one night only. While the match wasn't as good as it could have been given the combatants, they made the most of the time they had and it successfully set up Charlotte vs. Banks for the title on next week's show. Charlotte had no reason to trust Banks with all the history they have, but it made sense for her to help her out just so she could say she owed her one in the form of a championship match, which should be nothing short of special.
This Week's Low Points
· King Barrett vs. R-Truth: Don't interpret this as, "Barrett won, so why is he complaining?" I'll give credit where credit is due: the match wasn't half-bad, but that doesn't necessarily make it good. The crowd couldn't have cared less for Barrett and it's obvious the king gimmick has to go because it's hindering him more than it's helping him at this point. Truth is a comedy character and feuding with him won't do Barrett any favors. As glad as I am that Barrett finally picked up the win over Truth, I won't be convinced that they're starting to get behind him again until he starts beating credible competitors. Making him Wade again would at least be a start.
· Divas matches: Trust me, it pains me to constantly be putting the Divas matches in in the "Low Points" column (with the exception of that great Paige vs. Alicia Fox match from last week's Raw), but these matches mean nothing. It's more of an indictment on Creative than it is on the talent in the division. I know they're headed toward Charlotte and possibly a few other NXT standouts getting called out and coming to the aid of Paige to feud with the Bella Army, but I'm beyond ready for the next chapter in this story because it feels like the same tired trash every single week.
· Dolph Ziggler, Lana, Rusev and Summer Rae: The segment featuring the four was the best thing to happen to this feud so far, but that's not saying much when the entire angle has been total garbage. Their pointless bickering was kept short and sweet and Rusev's ambush of Ziggler was actually well done, but you can't honestly tell me this feud has benefited anyone involved. They're all worse off because of it and Ziggler and Rusev have especially cooled off since it started when you think about where they were earlier this year.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Bo Dallas: The two matches Ambrose and Dallas had on Raw and SmackDown this week were both good, but was the point? I'm a firm believer that everything on a wrestling show should be booked with a purpose and a goal in mind and not used simply to fill time. These two matches certainly fell in the latter category. I enjoy Ambrose as much as the next guy, but it feels like he's spinning his wheels right now until WWE finds someone for him to feud with.
· Roman Reigns vs. Big Show: This was more of an angle than it was a match, but it doesn't matter. WWE has to know that putting Reigns and Show against each other is a major turnoff. They contested a better match than anyone expected them to have at Extreme Rules, but I'd be content if I never, ever see them contest another match for as long as I live. It goes back to WWE's inability to create compelling, original matchups, and when they do, they water them down to the point where they don't mean anything anymore. If nothing else, this was effective in furthering the feud between Reigns and Bray Wyatt, though Wyatt always getting the upper hand gives me the uneasy feeling that he won't be winning their match come Battleground.
