Week of July 13, 2019
Match of the Week: Street Profits vs. Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch: NXT Tag Team Championship Match - NXT, July 10
Street Profits have made it quite clear that they intend to be fighting NXT Tag Team Champions and that was put to the test this week when they defended their twin titles against Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch in the main event of NXT. Lorcan and Burch never cease to bring the goods, while Street Profits had a spectacular performance. Simply put, it was tag team wrestling at its finest. Street Profits came out as they should have, only to be confronted afterward by Kyle O'Reilly and Bobby Fish. Street Profits vs. Undisputed Era is a match I'm excited to see at NXT TakeOver: Toronto II.
Superstar of the Week: Kevin Owens
I have been critical of how Kevin Owens has been handled by WWE over the last two years, but they just might be onto something with him as a babyface. It's a role I always figured he'd thrive in if ever given the opportunity, and on SmackDown Live this week, he came across like the biggest star on the entire show. He brawled with Dolph Ziggler in the parking lot and cut a scathing promo on Shane McMahon before being chased out of the arena by security. He then resurfaced in the main event to deliver a Stunner to Shane. This is the hottest Owens has felt in some time.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, July 10
Despite offering a glimmer of hope with last Monday's above-average episode (at least by recent standards), Raw was back its old ways this week and didn't really feature much of note. Worse yet, the show did nothing to get me any more excited for Extreme Rules on Sunday than I was before. SmackDown Live was a bit of an improvement and 205 Live was solid, but NXT was the "Show of the Week" for me. Everything from the enjoyable main event to the continuation of the NXT Breakout Tournament to Io Shirai's short-and-sweet promo made the hour a treat to sit through.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Ricochet vs. Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson: While both of these bouts were way too short to be anything special, they served to further the feud between Ricochet and The Club. Ricochet barely beat Gallows before knocking off Anderson in decisive fashion. AJ Styles wasted no time in beating down his Extreme Rules opponent and sending the message that he has the United States Championship in his sights. There isn't a lot to love on Raw right now, but I've been digging this storyline and am looking forward to the pay-per-view match. It should be spectacular if their last two matches are anything to go by.
· Finn Balor vs. Shinsuke Nakamura: This is a match I have really wanted to see on the main roster after their original encounter in NXT three years ago went over so well. Their in-ring chemistry is still as excellent as ever and I'm all for them feuding over the Intercontinental Championship. Champions losing non-title matches doesn't really mean much nowadays, but this should set up an eventual rematch where the gold is up for grabs. Both men have been off WWE TV for far too long, but this contest gave me hope.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Xavier Woods vs. Otis: SmackDown Live doesn't seem to have a ton of tag teams at the moment, but at least they're making the most of who they have. The New Day are always entertaining and Bryan and Rowan have been doing the best they can as SmackDown Tag Team Champions, but I'm especially happy that Heavy Machinery has been getting an aggressive push lately. This was a well-wrestled Triple Threat match with the right man going over. Can Heavy Machinery win the gold on Sunday?
· Oney Lorcan vs. Ariya Daivari: I've never cared much for Daivari, but I'll be the first one to admit that he had an impressive showing against Lorcan. In fact, I'd go so far as to say that this Anything Goes affair from 205 Live was the best match I've ever seen him have. He and Lorcan utilized the stipulation nicely and managed to get the crowd invested in what they were doing by the end. With this win, I'm hoping Lorcan can now move on to the WWE Cruiserweight Championship picture.
· Jordan Myles vs. Boa: As I've said the last two weeks, the NXT Breakout Tournament has been a ton of fun to follow and is a smart way to introduce the talent of tomorrow to the NXT fan base today. I enjoyed the latest first round match and thought Myles came across like a star. I've been a fan of the former ACH's work for several years and am stoked to see him get a chance to shine on NXT stage. As for Boa, I had never heard of him prior to Wednesday's episode, but he had a solid showing and looked good in defeat. Next week, Dexter Lumis will take on Bronson Reed. I have no clue who will ultimately emerge victorious in this tourney and that's what makes it so exciting. These matches are another thing to look forward to on the weekly NXT shows.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns and "Gary 'The GOAT' Garbutt" vs. Shane McMahon and Drew McIntyre: What a lame, lame main event this was for Raw. Personally, I haven't cared about Reigns' rivalry with these two in the slightest and having a match that fans couldn't take seriously close out the show was a bad move. The only way this could have been salvaged would have been if Cedric Alexander (who wore a mask and filled in for the actual Garbutt) picked up the win for his team, but he ended up eating the pinfall loss courtesy of Shane. We'll see if there's any followup on Raw next week, but I'm not counting on it. This was a waste of time.
· Seth Rollins and Becky Lynch vs. Andrade and Zelina Vega: It's actually impressive WWE managed to convince me to put this in the "Low Points" column. It had all the makings of a memorable Raw match but ended up falling short of expectations. Any interaction between Rollins and Andrade was a treat, but the focus was largely on whether Rollins and Lynch could coexist. It also didn't make any sense that it was a mixed tag team elimination match when the men can only fight the men and the women can only fight the women.
· Rey Mysterio vs. Bobby Lashley: I was excited to hear that Mysterio was returning to Raw this week, but I wish it would have been kept a surprise instead of being announced ahead of time. What really bothered me, though, was Lashley annihilating Mysterio in the matter of a minute. On one hand, I was pleased to see Lashley win so dominantly, but on the other, Mysterio was the wrong person to be on the receiving end of this squash. WWE completely squandered his comeback by feeding him to Lashley so quickly.
· Bayley and Nikki Cross: The longer this story with Bayley, Cross and Alexa Bliss lasts, the less interest I have in it. To her credit, Cross is playing her role exceptionally well, but it's strange that she's more endearing than Bayley at this point. In fact, Bayley laying her out on Raw for absolutely no reason felt like a heel turn for the SmackDown Women's Champion, even though I'm aware it wasn't intended to be. I don't have high hopes for the Handicap match at Extreme Rules.
· Roman Reigns vs. Dolph Ziggler: I'm glad WWE held off on having Kevin Owens face off against Dolph Ziggler, but the main event we got instead for SmackDown Live was fairly forgettable. Ziggler hasn't at all felt like a threat since his return and this latest loss won't help his cause any. Of course, the match was merely a backdrop for Reigns furthering his feud with Shane and McIntyre ahead of their tag team affair at Extreme Rules, which is another outing that does nothing for me. On the bright side, Owens received a huge babyface reaction for hitting Shane with a Stunner. That said, Owens won't benefit from rekindling his rivalry with Shane. Superstars going up against authority figures has been done to death and I'd prefer to see Shane off WWE TV all together.
