Week of July 15, 2017
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns vs. Braun Strowman: Ambulance Match - Great Balls of Fire, July 9
I wasn't sure what to expect when Roman Reigns and Braun Strowman did battle for the first time on a major stage at Fastlane earlier this year, but they exceeded expectations with an exceptional match. Since then, they have produced awesome matches every time they've gone one-on-one and their latest war at Great Balls of Fire was no exception. Their Ambulance match was the best bout of the night in my opinion as they brutally battered each other and made excellent use of the extreme environment, not to mention the finish was fantastic.
Superstar of the Week: Bray Wyatt
After Bray Wyatt lost the WWE Championship at WrestleMania 33, I honestly thought I would never again feature Bray Wyatt as the "Superstar of the Week," if only because he hasn't been able to gain any measure of momentum in the last few months. Personally, I couldn't have cared less about his recent rivalry with Seth Rollins, but I will say they produced a better match than I thought they would at Great Balls of Fire. Ultimately, Wyatt emerged victorious, and even more shockingly, he won the rematch on Raw the following night. Who will he target next?
Show of the Week: WWE Great Balls of Fire, July 9
Yes, Great Balls of Fire is a ridiculous name for a wrestling pay-per-view (though I've heard worse), but you better get used to it because after Sunday's stellar show, I'm sure there will be many more installments to come. Truthfully speaking, there weren't a ton of gripes I had with the show, other than The Miz vs. Dean Ambrose facing off yet again. The undercard was enjoyable with almost every match delivering, and then the two main event matchups were wonderful. There is no doubt in my mind that it was the greatest Raw-exclusive event since the Brand Split was brought back.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Brock Lesnar vs. Samoa Joe: We've waited a very, very long time to see Lesnar and Joe do battle in a singles match and to say their Universal Championship clash at Great Balls of Fire lived up to those lofty expectations would be an understatement. Sure, you can take exception with how it was over in six minutes and how Samoa Joe couldn't kick out of one F5, but the fact is that Joe was made to look very strong in defeat. He dominated a majority of the match! All I ask is that we see a rematch at some point, preferably soon. I don't care if it's at SummerSlam, WrestleMania 34 or even Hell in a Cell. A rematch is a must.
· Sheamus and Cesaro vs. The Hardy Boyz: Iron Man matches are a rarity in WWE, so it's a treat whenever we do get them. However, I don't think we've ever seen a formal tag team Iron Man match, so it was cool Sheamus and Cesaro and The Hardy Boyz were able to blow off their ruthless rivalry in such a high-profile matchup. It was brilliantly laid out with the heels holding the lead throughout up until the end where it looked like the babyfaces could come out on top. Sheamus and Cesaro sneaking out the win was well done.
· Brock Lesnar, Roman Reigns and Samoa Joe: What I love about the Universal Championship picture right now is that we really have no clue who Lesnar will defend against at SummerSlam. Whether it's Reigns, Joe, Braun Strowman or all three, each of those scenarios makes sense. Reigns and Joe demanding shots at the strap on Monday's Raw was outstanding with Joe and Lesnar once again creating magic. Additionally, this segment was proof that WWE should allow Lesnar to talk more often. Paul Heyman is amazing on the mic, of course, but Lesnar is so damn unpredictable.
· AJ Styles and John Cena vs. Kevin Owens and Rusev: First and foremost, I'm a huge proponent of Styles bringing back the U.S. Open Challenge that Cena use to hold weekly two years ago. He is the perfect person for that and can contest superb matches with everyone on the SmackDown Live roster. We may not have gotten Styles vs. Cena on Tuesday night, but we did receive this solid tag team main event instead that effectively furthered the two feuds involved.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Noam Dar: These two were no strangers to the "Low Points" section for such a long time because their rivalry never seemed to end. Thankfully, it looks like both men can finally move on following their "I Quit" match on 205 Live this past week. 205 Live is usually forgettable, so doing a gimmick match like this in the main event was a pleasant surprise and they made the most of it. I have been high on Alexander since the Cruiserweight Classic last year, so here's hoping he can now set his sights on the WWE Cruiserweight Championship. Also, thank the lord it appears Dar and Alicia Fox are no more. Their pairing did nothing for me.
· Aleister Black vs. Bobby Fish: At long last, Fish has arrived in NXT. He had a damn good first showing against Black and scored more offense over the undefeated star than almost anyone else has before him. How long will it be before Kyle O'Reilly also shows up and we get that reDRAGON reunion?
This Week's Low Points
· The Miz vs. Dean Ambrose: Although this was a decent match, it was easily the matchup I was least interested in at Great Balls of Fire. I've always said that despite how this rivalry never should have resumed on Raw to begin with, I was fine with it because they work well together and their matches are always entertaining. However, it came to a point where it didn't matter how good their matches were, I wasn't going to care and this was one of those instances. On the bright side, Miz retained the title and we can finally move on... I think. Yes, they were still going at it on the next night's Raw, but only because of the impending Shield reunion.
· Heath Slater vs. Curt Hawkins: I absolutely loved what WWE did with the Roman Reigns and Braun Strowman angle and how real they made it seem (despite how everyone was questioning why the medics and officials didn't just move the ambulance forward). Throwing Slater and Hawkins in the ring in an attempt to distract from the mayhem in the parking lot was a nice touch, but they could have accomplished that without doing this match. Thus, this was a minor "Low Point." Did Slater's win count because it was never shown?
· R-Truth vs. Goldust: I will give credit where its due and say that this feud has been better than I originally expected, but I knew from the get-go I wasn't going to be at all invested in their inevitable match. Sure enough, their Raw match this week bored me to tears. Goldust reinventing himself as a heel is tremendous and I'd actually prefer to see him higher up on the card, but Truth is such a bland babyface doing the same gimmick he came back to WWE with nine years ago. Fingers crossed that this marked the conclusion of this program and there won't be more matches.
· Jinder Mahal vs. Tye Dillinger: It's been just about three months since Mahal's push began and, I'm sorry, I'm still not buying him as a main event player. Again, he looks the part, but he continues to cut the same promo week after week, and his matches are never exciting or engaging. They had a real chance to give Dillinger some suspenseful nearfalls on the champion, but instead, this was a rather dull extended squash match that merely killed time on the show.
· Charlotte Flair and Becky Lynch vs. Natalya and Tamina: SmackDown Live's women's division is filled with talent, yet the division itself isn't what it once was due to a lack of direction. For months now, all of the women have been thrown into meaningless matches where wins and loss don't really matter. First, we had the faction war, then it was the Money in the Bank Ladder matches, and at Battleground we will have yet another No. 1 Contender's match (and the title won't be defeated at the event). The worst part is that Lana lost three times to Naomi but she will be a part of that match, too. This was a fine tag team match, but I'm ready for them to go back to having individual stories.
· Vanessa Borne vs. Jayme Hachey: I'm extremely excited for the Mae Young Classic next month, but this was a poor outing from two women who clearly don't have too much experience. Borne could be something eventually, but it was for the best this bout was kept brief because it was painful while it lasted.
