Week of July 20, 2019
Match of the Week: Aleister Black vs. Cesaro - Extreme Rules, July 14
There were a ton of quality matches at Extreme Rules, but the bout that entertained me the most had to have been Aleister Black vs. Cesaro. It was a match that many didn't have high hopes for because of how odd the build to it was, but they went out there and delivered like only they could. It was a hard-hitting, highly physical affair where both men maximized their minutes. Cesaro may not be positioned high up on the card these days, but you can always count him for an exhilarating outing. Combine that with how excellent Black is and it should come as no surprise that this was fun as it was.
Superstar of the Week: Bray Wyatt
It's been nearly a year since Bray Wyatt was last seen on WWE TV, and after months of generating buzz through his Firefly Fun House segments, he finally resurfaced on Raw this past week. However, it wasn't the Wyatt we're familiar with but rather "The Fiend" we saw glimpses of on Firefly Fun House, horrifying mask and all. He hit Finn Balor with a sinister Sister Abigail before disappearing into the darkness once again. It was easily the best part of Raw and left me excited to see what's next for him. Could we be on the verge of Wyatt vs. Balor at SummerSlam?
Show of the Week: WWE Extreme Rules, July 14
I haven't been too high on WWE's on-air product for many months, but to their credit, they delivered a hell of a pay-per-view on Sunday night in Extreme Rules. Similar to Stomping Grounds last month, the event exceeded my expectations and delivered several memorable moments and matches. Sure, Brock Lesnar regaining the Universal Championship at the end of the night was a bit of a bummer, but the first half or so of the show was stellar. Now the key is for the company to maintain this momentum heading into SummerSlam.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Undertaker and Roman Reigns vs. Shane McMahon and Drew McIntyre: This feud has done nothing for me since it started, but I will admit that this No Holds Barred tag team match at Extreme Rules was a pleasant surprise. It opened the event on a high note and was exactly what it needed to be. Undertaker and Shane were limited while Reigns and McIntyre had solid showings as well. I was worried Undertaker would pin McIntyre for the win, but thankfully, that was not the course. Of course, Shane remains a fixture on WWE TV as seen on SmackDown Live, but it was nice to see him get his comeuppance for one night.
· Daniel Bryan and Rowan vs. The New Day vs. Heavy Machinery: Tag team wrestling may not be a top priority to WWE at the moment, but both tag team title matches at Extreme Rules were very good and I especially enjoyed this one. It was all action from start to finish and had a great pace. Personally, I was pulling for Heavy Machinery to become the new SmackDown Tag Team Champions, but it's hard to argue with the decision to put the belts back on New Day considering how over they still are. Now, all of New Day is golden.
· Ricochet vs. AJ Styles: The last two matches Ricochet and Styles had were terrific, so it was only logical that this would be equally excellent. I feel we have yet to see the best of what they can do, but maybe they're holding out until SummerSlam. I figured there would be frustration from fans over Ricochet losing the United States Championship so soon, but I think it makes perfect sense with the story they're telling with these two. Not only is Ricochet back in chase mode, The Club is also stronger than they've ever been.
· The New Day vs. Randy Orton, Samoa Joe and Elias: Elias felt out of place here after being booked like a lackey for Shane in recent months. Otherwise, this was a super solid six-man tag team match and New Day never cease to deliver whenever they're in the ring all together. I was a fan of the finish with Orton pinning Kofi Kingston, which will hopefully earn him a shot at the WWE Championship at SummerSlam. He's easily the most compelling challenger for Kingston right now.
· Chad Gable vs. Gentleman Jack Gallagher: I've been anxiously anticipating this rematch since the original encounter weeks ago and I was so happy we finally got it. If Gable isn't already a permanent addition to the 205 Live roster, he needs to be as soon as possible. Besides, it's not like he's doing anything of note currently on SmackDown Live, not to mention how 205 Live could really benefit from having him around. This was fun, exciting and even better than their first match. Both Gable and Gallagher are incredibly underrated and the fact they were able to bring a lifeless crowd to their feet by the end of their outing is a testament to how truly talented they are. Here's hoping we don't have to wait another month to see Gable on 205 Live again.
· Kushida vs. Apollo Crews: Man, the reaction Crews received when he made his entrance was a sign of what could have been with him had he not been botched by WWE upon his arrival on the main roster. This was an awesome return to NXT for him because although he didn't win (and he shouldn't have), he put over Kushida in a major way.
This Week's Low Points
· Seth Rollins and Becky Lynch vs. Baron Corbin and Lacey Evans: The buildup to this bout was very lame, but unlike Extreme Rules itself, it was as mediocre as expected. Credit to the performers involved for putting forth a commendable effort and trying to make this as bearable as possible, but it didn't feel "extreme" in the slightest and ended the evening on a sour note, even if the result was the right one. As if that wasn't underwhelming enough, Brock Lesnar went on to cash in his Money in the Bank briefcase and become Universal Champion for the third time. I was in shock afterward but for all the wrong reasons.
· Kofi Kingston vs. Samoa Joe: It pains me to keep putting Kingston's WWE Championship defenses in the "Low Point" column after every pay-per-view, but none of them have been remotely interesting since WretstleMania 35. I was looking forward to this heading into the event, but Joe never came across like a believable threat to the title because of how obvious it was that he was losing. It was a well-wrestled match and all, but it paled in comparison to everything else on the Extreme Rules card in my opinion.
· Natalya vs. Alexa Bliss vs. Naomi vs. Carmella: The crowd was having none of this match and I don't blame them in the slightest. First and foremost, there was absolutely no reason for this to be nearly 25 minutes long, even with the elimination stipulation. Hell, half of that may have been too long. None of these ladies facing Becky Lynch for the Raw Women's Championship at SummerSlam is intriguing to me, and you know that Natalya is getting the shot simply because SummerSlam is emanating from her native Canada this year.
· Miz TV with Dolph Ziggler: The mic work in this segment was decent, but is anyone honestly excited to see the renewal of this rivalry? It's been done to death by this point and it's a sign WWE clearly doesn't know what to do with either individual at the moment. It's a shame, at least in Miz's case because of how hot of a babyface he was earlier this year. He's been reduced to a total afterthought as a result of losing to Shane McMahon so many times and this feud won't help change that.
· Kevin Owens vs. Dolph Ziggler: Owens has quickly become one of the most popular babyfaces in all of WWE and that's tremendous, but I truly could not care less for his matches with Ziggler. WWE did the right thing by having Owens beat Ziggler with a single Stunner in a matter of seconds at Extreme Rules, but it made zero sense to hold a longer rematch on SmackDown Live. We had already seen Owens decimate Ziggler in record time, so the rematch was pointless. Sure enough, it was more of an angle than a match that largely served to further the feud between Owens and Shane. I can't say I'm highly anticipating that encounter (likely at SummerSlam), but hopefully it'll lead to the end of Shane as a regular on WWE TV at long last.
· The IIconics vs. The Kabuki Warriors: This whole feud has been horribly mishandled. Asuka and Kairi Sane, after not appearing on SmackDown for weeks and week, earned this WWE Women's Tag Team Championship opportunity nearly a month ago. They finally got it out of nowhere and the match was over within a minute or two. What a mess.
