Week of July 23, 2016
Match of the Week: Dean Ambrose vs. Seth Rollins: WWE Championship Match - SmackDown Live, July 19
By this point, I'm pretty much convinced that Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins are simply incapable of contesting a bad match together. I can't recall a single match these two have had over the past two years that fell below my expectations, and their last two encounters with the WWE Championship at stake were no exception. Both bouts on Raw and SmackDown were equally entertaining, but I have to give the nod to their SmackDown championship clash as the "Match of the Week" due to the controversial conclusion to the Raw match, which left everyone confused as to who the true WWE Champion was. After being drafted to separate shows earlier in the evening, Ambrose and Rollins were also battling for brand supremacy on Tuesday night, and with one Dirty Deeds, Ambrose successfully retained his title. 

Superstar of the Week: Bray Wyatt
It was an up-and-down week for many members of the WWE roster with Superstars being sent to either Raw or SmackDown Live in the WWE Draft. But one man who maintained his steady stream of momentum throughout the week was Bray Wyatt. He has seemingly been more powerful than ever before since returning to TV after the Money in the Bank pay-per-view, and The New Day have every right to be afraid. On Raw, The Wyatt Family teamed up with The Club in 12-man tag team action against John Cena, Enzo Amore, Big Cass and New Day, and it was the heels who had their hands raised when AJ Styles pinned Enzo for the victory. The very next night on SmackDown Live, Wyatt was drafted over to the blue brand, but not before beating Xavier Woods in singles competition. Will The Wyatt Family triumph come Battleground? 

Show of the Week: SmackDown Live, July 19
SmackDown making the move to Tuesday nights and going live on a weekly basis should have happened years ago, but the timing of it couldn't have been better with the Brand Split back in effect. WWE has tried to revive the blue brand time and time again over the years, but this is their ultimate opportunity to truly put SmackDown on the same level as Raw. Hell, SmackDown even beat Raw in the ratings this week! I highly doubt that will be the case going forward, but SmackDown will undoubtedly be undergoing major changes in the weeks and months to come. The premier Tuesday night episode was a success in my eyes as the drafting process was well done by and large and most of the matches served some sort of a purpose. Better yet, they didn't forget about Battleground and did a decent job of hyping up the event. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· WWE Draft: Overall, I was very pleased with how the Draft was handled and with who ended up where. Was it perfectly executed? Not by a long shot, but there was plenty of anticipation and excitement surrounding the historic happening, and I'd certainly say those lofty expectations were met. I have always been a big proponent of having two distinct brands because that's how stars such as Edge, Batista and Rey Mysterio were made over a decade ago. John Cena, AJ Styles, Dean Ambrose and Randy Orton were key picks for the blue brand and should help solidify it as an equal to Raw. Speaking of which, the flagship show arguably made out even better.
· Mick Foley and Daniel Bryan return as general managers: First and foremost, let me state that I'm not huge on multiple authority figures on each show, and I really hope Stephanie and Shane McMahon aren't prominently featured on their respective brands. That said, I loved the move to bring back Bryan and Foley as general managers for SmackDown Live and Raw. For as popular as he is, Bryan should be on WWE TV weekly, even if he isn't wrestling. As for Foley, he is a much better candidate than who I originally feared (Triple H).
· John Cena, Enzo Amore, Big Cass and The New Day vs. The Club and The Wyatt Family: Unless it's a pay-per-view or a special occasion, I highly doubt we'll be seeing many of these type of matches in the immediate future due to the Brand Split, so it was cool to have one before the Draft on Raw. All 12 Superstars are feuding anyway and it furthered the feuds involved very effectively, not to mention the flurry of finishers at the end was fun to watch. The babyfaces typically go over in multi-man matches, so I was pleasantly surprised that wasn't the case with this contest.
· Bayley vs. Nia Jax: Personally, I didn't at all enjoy the match these two had at TakeOver: London back in December, but the rematch in late May was an improvement and this was their best bout yet. Bayley can get a competent contest out of just about anyone, and Jax (while I still don't think she is ready for the main roster) has improved immensely since her NXT debut in October. It was also a logical victory for Bayley en route to her championship rematch with Asuka in Brooklyn.
· The Authors of Pain vs. American Alpha: Although they have an intimidating presence, the jury was still out on how The Authors of Pain would fare in the ring. Their debut match last month didn't give much of an indication how good of wrestlers they were, but their breakout performance against American Alpha on this week's edition of NXT was enough to convince me that they will be just fine. The pre-match attack gave Jason Jordan and Chad Gable an out for losing, and I liked how Alpha came close to beating the monstrous duo. Authors of Pain scored a big victory over the former NXT Tag Team Champions and I look forward to what's next for them.
This Week's Low Points
· Rusev and Sheamus vs. Zack Ryder and Dolph Ziggler: I know Ryder and Ziggler have teamed up a handful of times onWWE Superstars, but had they ever teamed on Raw prior to this point? They make for a pretty fun tandem, and it's sad it's gotten to the point where Ziggler is now the fall guy for Ryder. I guess this victory for the heels allowed Rusev to get his win back over Ziggler, but Ryder shouldn't have lost on Raw for two weeks straight if he's set to contend for the United States Championship at Battleground. Plus, didn't Rusev and Sheamus hate each other coming out of League of Nations? The booking of this bout was questionable, to say the least.
· Baron Corbin vs. Sin Cara: The match was hardly anything of note and was rather random since The Lucha Dragons were feuding with Breezango just last week. Speaking of the Dragons, they officially up in a video posted on WWE's YouTube channel early Monday, yet Kalisto still came to the aid of Sin Cara afterward. If nothing else, this gave Corbin a dominant victory heading into his move to SmackDown Live. He's had a rocky start, but he has all the tools necessary to be a top heel on the blue brand.
· Kane vs. Kevin Owens: Okay, so the match never actually took place, but Kane attacking Zayn and Owens alone was enough to justify this as a "Low Point." Other than the main event on the Fourth of July Raw, Kane hasn't been in action on TV in months, so I'm not exactly sure why this match was going to happen anyway. Zayn and Owens have had a phenomenal feud in recent weeks and months, so for the final scene before their Battleground bout to be of them being laid out by Kane made zero sense to me. And they aren't even on the same brand as Kane in order to exact revenge. Strange.
· Natayla vs. Alicia Fox: This is merely a minor "Low Point" because the focus was more on Becky Lynch attacking Natalya before the bout could begin than the match itself. But I just need to say this: I honestly didn't even realize Fox has been absent from programming over the past few months. She is an underrated athlete, I'll give her that, but she switches from face to heel and vice versa so many times that it's extremely difficult to give a crap about her nowadays.
· Kalisto promo: I don't typically include anything in these columns that isn't on Raw, SmackDown, NXT or pay-per-view, and this took place on the post-Draft WWE Network special, but Kalisto's promo was so bad that it must be mentioned. He was interviewed about being on SmackDown (which is weird considering the returning Cruiseweight division is on Raw), and each of his answers were poor and horribly botched. You could tell he was nervous, and it happens to the best of us, so I can't fault the guy. In fact, I have to thank him for giving me a good laugh. I have rewatched the promo a solid five times or so and it has yet to get old.
