Week of July 25, 2020

Match of the Week:
Johnny Gargano vs. Roderick Strong vs. Bronson Reed (NXT, July 22)
With the NXT North American Championship now vacant, Triple Threat qualifiers will be held in the coming weeks on NXT to determine the participants in the Ladder match to crown a new champion at TakeOver XXX. Wednesday's three-way between Bronson Reed, Johnny Gargano and Roderick Strong was fantastic, yet I suppose I shouldn't have expected anything less given the level of talent involved. The action was excellent from start to finish and Reed picking up the win was a pleasant surprise. The bar has been set for all of the upcoming Triple Threat matches.
Superstar of the Week:
Mustafa Ali
It's been seven months (yes, over half a year) since we last saw Mustafa Ali on WWE TV. Why the company chose to keep him sidelined for so long is asinine to me, but at least he's finally back. He was the perfect partner for Ricochet and Cedric Alexander and the six-man tag team match they had with MVP, Bobby Lashley and Shelton Benjamin was a ton of fun and had the right result with Ali pinning MVP for the victory. That should hopefully put him in contention for the United States Championship once Apollo Crews returns to the ring assuming he maintains momentum.
Show of the Week:
Friday Night SmackDown, July 24
Raw, SmackDown and NXT were all enjoyable this week. Hell, even Extreme Rules exceeded my expectations. You honestly can't go wrong with any of them as the "Show of the Week" (okay, maybe except for Extreme Rules), but I'm going with SmackDown this week, simply because it isn't often that the blue brand puts out an episode worth watching. They had one of their worst shows of 2020 two weeks ago, but I largely liked everything that went down on Friday night. The Bar Fight was well done and I'm in full favor of SmackDown trying to push some fresh faces.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Drew McIntyre vs. Dolph Ziggler: Few fans actually viewed Ziggler as a threat to McIntyre's WWE Championship going into Extreme Rules, but that didn't stop them from having a kickass match. I can't say the outcome was overly obvious, just because the stipulation was chosen by Ziggler and he came close on a few of those nearfalls. Speaking of the stipulation, it was very clever and not what I had in mind. It wasn't too hokey or confusing and it definitely added to my enjoyment of the outing. Ziggler gave McIntyre a hell of a fight before falling short (as he usually does) and McIntyre retained the title as he should have.
· The New Day vs. Shinsuke Nakamura and Cesaro: This kicked off the main card for Extreme Rules on a high note... literally. Tables matches aren't typically my cup of tea, but the two teams made this entertaining and had quality chemistry together. The finish alone looked great and I'm happy new SmackDown Tag Team Champions were crowned. Now it becomes a question of who will step up to challenge them seeing as how the division is in shambles at the moment.
· Seth Rollins vs. Aleister Black: I'm all for Black getting more opportunities to face top talent. I'm still waiting for him to settle into a prominent storyline of his own (he has been more of a background player in Rollins' rivalry with Rey Mysterio), but this is a solid start. Granted, he lost, but at least he looked credible in defeat. The only thing I didn't like this was Rollins and Murphy's post-match attack on Black. The fact no one came out to save Black despite Black saving Mysterio on countless occasions was ridiculous, in my opinion.
· Bayley vs. Kairi Sane: It was heavily rumored before Raw that it would be Sane's final appearance for Raw, but based on her victory here, I assume she'll be sticking around for at least a little longer. This was a strong effort from Bayley and Sane, and although I'm no fan of champions losing non-title matches, I didn't mind it in this case because of what it might mean for Sane. All signs are pointing to Shayna Baszler targeting Sane and going on to face Asuka at SummerSlam.
· Jeff Hardy vs. Sheamus: The Hardy and Sheamus storyline jumped the shark a while ago, but I'm happy it had a satisfying conclusion. I was prepared to hate this Bar Fight, but it actually ended up being quite the treat. They weren't too over-the-top with it, the cinematic elements of it were well done, and it didn't overstay its welcome. I'm not sure if Hardy's face paint was supposed to indicate a transformation into Brother Nero or something else, but I didn't mind it. With this win, I'm ready for Hardy to move on to bigger and better things that hopefully don't involve his past. As for Sheamus, he can still be a main event heel on SmackDown at some point if he's built back up. This rivalry wasn't what I was hoping from them, but I'm glad it's finally over.
· Shorty G vs. Drew Gulak vs. Gran Metalik vs. Lince Dorado: This was a fun Fatal 4-Way with an outcome I wasn't expecting. Shorty G was my pick to win since Gulak has already lost to AJ Styles and The Lucha House Party haven't been relevant in forever, but Metalik scoring the upset victory was super cool. We'll get Styles vs. Chad Gable eventually, but for now, Styles vs. Metalik is an awesome attraction for SmackDown next week.
· Dominik Dijakovic vs. Karrion Kross: It's safe to say that Dijakovic is headed to the main roster sooner rather than later, but I was curious how this would be handled since Kross hasn't had many competitive matches since joining NXT. Ultimately, it was smart for them to go the storytelling route. Kross systematically took apart Dijakovic and I appreciated that he never formally gave up. The slow build to Kross vs. Keith Lee has been perfect so far.
· Oney Lorcan, Danny Burch and Mansoor vs. Ever-Rise and Tehuti Miles: Ever-Rise have hardly been positioned as threats recently on 205 Live, but the guys can go in the ring as seen here. Meanwhile, Mansoor is getting more chances to shine and is making the most of them. The babyfaces reigned supreme in this top-notch 205 Live main event and I'm curious what's next for everyone involved.
This Week's Low Points
· Asuka vs. Sasha Banks: From an in-ring standpoint, this was absolutely excellent and the best bout at Extreme Rules. Asuka and Banks have tremendous chemistry together and I was thoroughly enjoying this until the insanely stupid finish. It felt like something that would have happened in the Attitude Era and I don't think that crap works as well in this day and age. I understand it was designed to get people to tune into Raw the next night to see what would happen next, but the Raw rating hardly improved from the week prior, so it clearly didn't work. The rematch on Monday's Raw should be great, but the finish to this was lousy.
· Rey Mysterio vs. Seth Rollins: Similar to Banks vs. Asuka, this was an above-average match ruined by a stupid stipulation. The lack of nearfalls hurt and there was hardly any suspense over who would lose an eye because, you know, it was obvious that wasn't actually going to happen, nor should it have. I figured Rollins would win because he's been losing a lot lately, but here's hoping this is the last we hear of this "Eye for an Eye" garbage. Rollins' post-match puking was terrible, too.
· United States Championship status: I'm happy someone (that being Stephanie McMahon) bothered to address the controversy surrounding the Raw Women's Championship coming out of Extreme Rules, but why wouldn't she have offered an update on the United States Championship while she was at it? MVP left Extreme Rules acting like he was the champion because he has the belt and Apollo Crews (the actual current champ) wasn't there. The last I checked, that wasn't the case, so Stephanie should have set the record straight.
· Drew McIntyre vs. Dolph Ziggler...again: Don't get me wrong, I enjoyed their Extreme Rules match more than I thought I would (despite the obvious outcome), but I have zero desire to see them wage war again. Apparently, this rematch for Raw has since been changed to a non-title affair, which makes little sense since Ziggler begged for the opportunity and now it none of it matters because the WWE Championship isn't up for grabs. Let's skip ahead to McIntyre vs. Randy Orton already.
· The Street Profits vs. Andrade and Angel Garza: As a match, this was terrific, but I'm putting it in the "Low Points" column because of the booking. I'm honestly not sure what WWE is going for with Andrade and Garza. Every time they get on a roll and win a matchup or two, they immediately lose whenever it matters most. I hate when champions lost non-title matches, but I assumed this would be where Andrade and Garza defeated The Street Profits to earn themselves a shot at the Raw Tag Team Championship at SummerSlam. Alas, no such luck. The worst part is that the Raw tag team division is depleted at the moment and Andrade and Garza are the only team I see taking those tag titles away from The Street Profits. If not them, then who else?
· Breezango vs. Ever-Rise: There was technically nothing wrong with the match itself, but my problem with it was that Breezango have hit their ceiling in NXT. That's strange to say because they returned only just recently, but they're a glorified comedy act and already failed in their chance to become NXT Tag Team Champions. At this point, they're on NXT TV solely for the sake of killing time. I'd rather see Ever-Rise focused on a bit more.
· Mercedes Martinez joins Robert Stone Brand: I was fine with Chelsea Green being introduced as a Robert Stone's client, until the alliance went nowhere and Green disappeared from NXT TV in early June. Now, he's joined forces with Aliyah, who is atrocious, and thus I don't have high for Martinez. Martinez is perfectly capable of finding success on her own and doesn't need Stone, especially since she's proven she doesn't need him to act as a mouthpiece for her.
· NXT North American Championship vacated: This is merely a minor gripe of mine, but I wish Lee would have been formally beaten by someone for the title. He's held it for so long that it was anticlimactic for him to just give it up. I know it isn't ideal for him to defend both, but other dual champions (such as Seth Rollins and Becky Lynch) have done it and I see no reason why Lee couldn't have as well.
