Week of July 29, 2017
Match of the Week: Kevin Owens vs. AJ Styles vs. Chris Jericho: United States Championship Triple Threat Match - SmackDown Live, July 25
After failing to live up to the lofty expectations of fans at Battleground, AJ Styles and Kevin Owens redeemed themselves with a terrific Triple Threat match also involving the returning Chris Jericho for the United States Championship on SmackDown Live. The in-ring action was extremely entertaining from start to finish and all three guys had stellar showings. What made this match especially excellent was how the end result wasn't all that predictable, and ultimately, Styles regained the gold in shocking fashion to a massive pop from the crowd. 

Superstar of the Week: Sami Zayn
Sami Zayn hasn't scored a ton of high-profile victories in recent months, with his last real big win coming over Baron Corbin at May's Backlash pay-per-view. Mike Kanellis took notice of that and decided to prey on the vulnerable Zayn, even beating him in his in-ring debut on SmackDown Live last week. However, Zayn was able to bounce back in their rematch at Battleground and defeat the brash lover in decisive fashion. To further build momentum, he scored the victory in tag team action on SmackDown. What's next for the blue brand's ultimate underdog? 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, July 26
It's almost unbelievable how WWE can go from putting on its worst pay-per-view event since the dawn of the Brand Split to holding an awesome episode of SmackDown Live two days later. I guess that's just the way it works sometimes, right? Almost all of Tuesday's show was entertaining with John Cena vs. Shinsuke Nakamura announced for next week and an incredible main event. Take nothing away from Raw, either, as Team Red also put forth an exceptional effort on Monday night with another strong show. Here's hoping both brands can keep it up going forward. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Usos vs. The New Day: I'm not exaggerating when I say that this was the only highlight of Sunday's Battleground event. It's no secret that these two teams work wonderfully together and their latest encounter was their best yet. That one spot that saw Xavier Woods eat a superkick from one of The Usos in mid-air was amazingly well-timed and honestly should have been the finish, but I was fine with New Day taking the titles. I figured they would hold off on switching the straps until SummerSlam next month, but either way, you can expect the program to continue based off their interaction on SmackDown Live.
· Roman Reigns, Samoa Joe and Braun Strowman brawl: With the Universal Championship picture so hot right now, doing anything but a Fatal 4-Way at SummerSlam for the title would have been a disappointment. As if that announcement from Kurt Angle wasn't big enough, the brawl that ensued kicked off the night on a high note and actually caused Raw to peak early (though the rest of the show was enjoyable as well). The crowd was electric as Reigns, Joe and Strowman went at it and tore each other apart.
· Finn Balor vs. Elias Samson: No, your eyes aren't deceiving you: The Drifter is indeed in the "Highlights" column for once. As I've said before, WWE has done a way better job with him than NXT ever did, which is pretty rare. This mini-feud with Balor has helped establish him as a credible threat to the midcard and he fared very well for himself against the inaugural Universal Champion. Furthermore, he managed to emerge victorious! Granted, it was with help from Bray Wyatt, but a win is a win. I appreciated that this matchup received as much time as it did.
· Bayley vs. Sasha Banks: Originally, I wasn't sure what to think of WWE throwing this money match away on free TV, but they did it before earlier this year, so why not in this instance where the winner advances to SummerSlam to face Alexa Bliss? They had a much better bout this time around and brought a ton of intensity to the table. Despite their close friendship, neither of them held anything back, and I really loved the subtle teases of Banks being frustrated.
· Dean Ambrose and Seth Rollins vs. The Miz and The Miztourage: This is another case where I never thought I would be praising something involving Curtis Axel and Bo Dallas, but this was a quality main event for Raw. The first half was rather slow, but once they picked up the pace in the second half, it was a ton of fun. Both Ambrose and Rollins have felt directionless for some time now, but pairing them together yet not immediately erasing their bad blood has been an effective use of them thus far. I'm glad they came out on top here because that will allow them to transition into the Raw Tag Team Championship picture since Cesaro and Sheamus need challengers.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Baron Corbin: Their Battleground bout was decent albeit uninspiring, not to mention the finish was lame, but their rematch on SmackDown was a vast improvement. Corbin proved he can hang with the top-tier talent while Nakamura came across like a star. Is this rivalry officially over or will Corbin cost Nakamura his match with John Cena next week?
This Week's Low Points
· Jinder Mahal vs. Randy Orton: Many were intrigued by the idea of the Punjabi Prison returning because we hadn't seen it in so long, but after Battleground, I think it's safe to say that it belongs in the past. Mahal and Orton don't have great chemistry as opponents to begin with, and thus putting them in a match that limited them considerably was downright dumb. A majority of this matchup was beyond boring as well as confusing with all the rules they had to follow. The Singh Brothers interfering totally defeated the purpose of there being a cage, and on top of all that, The Great Khali returned. Worst match of the year, anyone?
· John Cena vs. Rusev: Along with the dreadful Punjabi Prison match, we had a Flag match on that same show, which was equally atrocious. The whole feud between Cena and Rusev was a waste of time from the get-go, but this match was even more pointless because nothing about it was entertaining in the slightest. The rules were different than every other Flag match I've seen, and it dragged on and on before finally they made it to the stage and Cena predictably won. Rusev just returned on SmackDown and he's already a loser.
· AJ Styles vs. Kevin Owens: I said in my Battleground review that this match was pretty good (and probably the second best bout of the night compared to everything else that happened), but that doesn't take away from how these two are capable of so much more together. Hell, that was apparent in their Triple Threat match on SmackDown two days later! This was easily their weakest one-on-one encounter to date and the bizarre finish didn't help matters. I've seen reports that it was botched and Styles was supposed to win, but either way, it further killed the crowd.
· Sami Zayn vs. Mike Kanellis: The match between Zayn and Kanellis at Battleground wasn't nearly as bad as the top two main events, but it was still fairly forgettable and I wasn't a fan of the finish. I understand people want Zayn to win more matches, but as an underdog, he can afford to lose every now and again. However, I'm more upset with how Kanellis has been booked to look like an undercard competitor a month into his WWE run. He's not damaged goods, but he's getting there.
· Nia Jax vs. Emma: Similar to the aforementioned Zayn vs. Kanellis match, I had mixed opinions on this. I had no problem with Jax being showcased and going over in dominant fashion because as a monster heel, that's what she should be doing. Unfortunately, it came at the expense of Emma, who has been criminally underutilized since returning to the ring three months ago. In fact, a case can be made that she has been criminally underutilized since joining the main roster in 2014. She has so much more to offer than just being another body in the women's division. I got the feeling she was put in this position after something controversial she tweeted the week prior.
· Charlotte Flair and Becky Lynch vs. Tamina and Lana: Natalya winning the Fatal 5-Way at Battleground did nothing for me, but I had a bigger problem with Flair and Lynch not having a solid direction. That said, a tag team feud with Tamina and Lana is not the answer. This match was painful while it lasted, but Tamina did seemingly ditch Lana afterward, so perhaps there is hope.
