Week of July 4, 2015
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. Cesaro - Raw, June 29
When John Cena and Cesaro met one-on-one on Raw for the first time ever back in February 2014, they contested a classic and I knew I had just witnessed something special. Since then, I've been pulling for a feud between the two, but whatever reason, it has yet to come to fruition and to be honest, I'm not sure why. It's been apparent for years (yes, years!) that Cesaro has "star" written all over him, and just when you think he's on the brink of greatness, he's held back from reaching his full potential. Thus, I'm not going to get my hopes up after his amazing outing from this past week's Raw, but there is the small chance WWE finally realizes what they have in Cesaro. Let's also give credit where credit is due: John Cena has been having the best matches of his career over the course of 2015 with his latest encounter with Cesaro being no exception. The two made magic when they did battle on Monday night and I never wanted it to end. The non-finish at least leaves the door open for a potential rematch down the line, and if WWE was smart, they'd go back to this money match. 

Superstar of the Week: Finn Balor
Has there been doubt in anyone's mind since his NXT arrival last October that Finn Balor is an absolute star? I'll admit, I wasn't too familiar with his work before he came to WWE, but he's quickly become one of my favorites in the Florida-based promotion in the last year. He's had a hell of a run for himself in NXT and this past week was the culmination of it all. It started with a huge victory on Wednesday's episode of NXT when he and Samoa Joe beat Kevin Owens and Rhyno in tag team action, handing Owens his first pinfall defeat in NXT. Only days later on the WWE Network-exclusive special "The Beast in the East," he and Owens had yet another excellent match that concluded with Balor unseating the Canada native to capture the NXT Championship. The future of NXT is undoubtedly bright with Balor at the helm! 

Show of the Week: The Beast in the East, June 29
Of Raw, NXT and SmackDown, Raw was easily the most entertaining WWE program this week. Granted, not everything was worth watching and the first half hour bored me to tears, but the next hour and a half was beyond awesome. While I enjoyed the episode, I wouldn't go so far to say it was great on the whole, though it's difficult to call a show featuring John Cena vs. Cesaro bad. Still, "The Beast in the East," the Saturday special that aired exclusively on WWE Network, was far and away the best show this week in wrestling. I was shocked WWE didn't do more to hype up the event in advance on television other than airing a few commercials here and there, especially given how well this show ultimately went over with fans. From an awesome opener between Chris Jericho and Neville to a fun squash with Brock Lesnar and Kofi Kingston to a stellar NXT Championship match (and title change), it was a very entertaining event overall that hopefully entices WWE to do more live shows overseas in the future. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kevin Owens vs. Finn Balor: Say all you want that the video packages that aired on NXT in the week preceding "The Beast in the East" foreshadowed the finish of the NXT Championship match, and while they did to an extent, it was done in the best way possible. The predictability of this bout didn't hurt it at all; in fact, I think it gave the match more of a big fight feel because of how fitting it was that Balor was challenging for a major title in Japan, a country he honed his skills in for close to a decade. The match itself was exceptional as one would expect and I loved the suspenseful near-falls down the stretch, causing Balor's title win came across like a monumental moment.
· Brock Lesnar vs. Kofi Kingston: I was already excited for Owens vs. Balor simply because we all knew it was going to be a great match, but I might have been looking forward to this bout even more just to see how to would play out. Ultimately, it was what we were all expecting: a glorified massacre of Kingston and the rest of the day. I got a huge kick out of how Kingston hit Lesnar with all of his offense, yet Lesnar completely no-sold it and demolished him with a number of suplexes and F-5s. Lesnar destroying the rest of The New Day afterward was a nice touch.
· Chris Jericho vs. Neville: Originally, it was supposed to be Jericho vs. Balor in Japan, but because Balor was challenging for the NXT title that same night, Jericho's opponent was changed to Neville. And I can't imagine many people were complaining we got this match instead, as it was excellent from start to finish. We might never get to see it on WWE TV because Jericho isn't always around, so it was a special treat. I didn't have a problem with Jericho going over since it told the story of Neville earning Jericho's respect in defeat.
· Paige vs. Alicia Fox: Anyone who follows this column weekly knows I tend to crap on the Divas matches because they're not given much tend or are completely meaningless, but this was a rare instance where Paige and Fox were allowed to go for close to ten minutes and contest the match they are capable of having. It was a really well-wrestled match and easily one of the best women's matches on the main roster in some time. If only this could become a regular occurrence on Raw, I'd be happy.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Bray Wyatt: It's strange. I didn't care much for the rivalry Ambrose and Wyatt had late last year, but it seems that I've enjoyed their recent matches more than I did their matches from when they were feuding. Wyatt, as directionless as he is at times, is such a underrated worker because he's so damn good between those ropes when he's given the chance to showcase his skills. Ambrose, on the other hand, never misses a beat and always delivers good to great matches with this one being no exception. I was also pleasantly surprised to see Wyatt win cleanly, and God knows he needs wins right now. On a rather lackluster edition of SmackDown, this was without a doubt the biggest highlight on the show.
This Week's Low Points
· Big Show vs. Mark Henry: I may not be the biggest Mark Henry fan in the world, but I'm baffled by the way they're utilizing him right now, and I'm not even not how I'm supposed to feel about him as a character. One week, he turns heel on Roman Reigns, the next week he's losing to Big Show (a fellow heel) in a matter of a minute. I guess it's better than letting them go for ten minutes like they did when they were feuding back in 2011 (the "dark days" as I like to call them), but why bother keeping Henry around at all? I don't even mind Show contending for the Intercontinental Championship at the moment, but the use of Henry confuses me greatly.
· Dolph Ziggler, Lana, Rusev and Summer Rae: To be blunt, this is total garbage. Love angles in WWE tend to be hit or miss and this storyline definitely falls in the latter category. Ziggler and Lana have zero chemistry together while Rusev and Lana have even less. The dialogue in the promos they cut on Raw and SmackDown this week were deplorably bad and made me want to this angle reach its end sooner rather than later. It's easily the worst thing going in WWE today. Congrats to WWE for achieving the impossible by making Ziggler even less over with the audience.
· R-Truth vs. Adam Rose: I haven't shied away by giving my thoughts on Truth lately and this match was an equal waste of time. He's fine in the comedy character role, but he takes up precious television time when his matches go longer than they need to. Meanwhile, don't even get me started on the terrible pairing of Rose and Rosa. I actually had hope for Rose coming out of that terrific E:60 special in May, but WWE has done nothing to capitalize off that positive buzz. In fact, he's probably even worse off than he was before the special aired.
· Tyler Breeze vs. Tye Dillinger: I love NXT, I really do, but their booking of Breeze lately has me afraid for his future. Do they truly have no idea what to do with a guy of his talents right now? They seem to be slowly turning him babyface, but I'm not so sure because we never hear from him. He simply competes in matches that don't matter. As for Dillinger, I've always been high on his potential, and fans were getting him in this match more than they were Breeze, which is saying something.
· Baron Corbin: I've officially given up all hope on Corbin. It's not that he's a bad talent, but it's clear he doesn't and likely will never have any direction in NXT other than competing in squash matches. It's gotten to the point where I loathe seeing him come out because even though his matches never exceed a minute, that's still a minute they could be using to invest in someone else or another match. Perhaps Corbin is better than we're being led on to believe, but he's been in NXT for close to ten months and we've seen next to no improvement from him. Without a meaningful storyline to engage in, fans are given zero incentive to care about him. Hopefully officials start to see that he's not worth the time they're putting in to him on NXT TV.
