Week of July 4, 2020

Match of the Week:
Io Shirai vs. Sasha Banks (The Great American Bash: Night 1, July 1)
When you put two of the best women's wrestlers in the game today in the same ring together, you're bound to get as great of a match as we did in the main event of NXT The Great American Bash Night 1 between Io Shirai and Sasha Banks. I loved that it was commercial-free and that the ladies were largely allowed to go all out. I also appreciated that it had a semi-clean finish with Shirai beating Banks thanks to help from Asuka, who Banks will be facing at Extreme Rules in a few weeks. This was an excellent encounter all around and I'm awaiting the rematch.
Superstar of the Week:
Dexter Lumis
I've been thoroughly impressed with Dexter Lumis since he resurfaced on NXT TV a few months ago. Granted, his gimmick would suit him better as a heel than as a babyface, but that's merely nitpicking. He faced his toughest challenge to date when he took on Roderick Strong in a Strap match on Wednesday's Great American Bash edition of NXT and did not disappoint. I was pleasantly surprised by his performance and by his victory. It was a quality contest and hopefully he can continue to build momentum from here now that his feud with Undisputed Era is (likely) behind him.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT The Great American Bash: Night 1, July 1
You could probably tell by this point that I very much liked the return of The Great American Bash on NXT this week. It was a much better show than either Raw or SmackDown, which were both mixed bags on the whole. In addition to the main event delivering and the Strap match exceeding expectations, Night 1 featured a fun four-way opener, Rhea Ripley squashing Aliyah and Robert Stone, and Timothy Thatcher and Oney Lorcan putting on a wrestling clinic. Based on what's on tap, Night 2 should be equally exciting, especially Adam Cole vs. Keith Lee.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Drew McIntyre and Asuka vs. Dolph Ziggler and Sasha Banks: This was a pretty standard main event, but because we don't see mixed tag team matches too often these days, I thought I'd throw it into the "Highlights" column. Plus, there wasn't a ton else on Raw this week that piqued my interest. Everyone played their roles well, the in-ring action was entertaining, and the result was what it should have been. It's worth noting that before Monday, McIntyre had not lost a match of any kind on TV since November, which goes to show how protected he's been. He technically remains unbeaten as he wasn't pinned here.
· The Viking Raiders vs. Andrade and Angel Garza: I'll get to how Andrade and Garza were handled later on in the show in the "Low Points" column, but as far as this match went, it was very good while it lasted. Viking Raiders are coming off a feud with The Street Profits over the Raw Tag Team Championship, so it made sense for Andrade and Garza to beat them here. I'm interested to see if there's more to the story of Viking Raiders losing lately.
· Bobby Lashley vs. Ricochet: It's no secret that Ricochet has fallen far in the last year, so I didn't at all mind him being used to put over Lashley here. Lashley is still seething from failing to win the WWE Championship twice recently, so it was perfectly logical for him to be more aggressive than normal in this match. It was a hell of a sprint and Ricochet scored more offense than I expected him to. I'm assuming Lashley is getting the next shot at the United States Championship even though it was MVP who beat Apollo Crews on Raw.
· Matt Riddle vs. John Morrison: It's a damn shame Morrison doesn't mean more than he does at the moment as WWE has booked him and The Miz to look like complete losers for months. On the bright side, he can still hang with the very best in the ring and this match was proof of that. He and Riddle were given a ton of time and made the most of it in the opener to Friday's SmackDown. King Corbin is an ideal first foe for Riddle because Riddle winning should be a no-brainer.
· AJ Styles vs. Drew Gulak: Gulak previously pinned Styles a few weeks ago on SmackDown, so I appreciated how that wasn't forgotten about and instead Gulak was granted a shot at Styles' Intercontinental Championship. Granted, I'm not sure many people actually thought Gulak was going to capture the title, but the match itself was excellent and I was happy with how competitive Gulak looked in defeat. Personally, I didn't mind the cut-ins from Daniel Bryan via Zoom as it keeps his storyline with Styles going and it was the best they could do. Clearly, he wasn't watching the matchup as his comments were recorded at another time, but it was at least something different. I assume Bryan is one of the few people who is staying home for now.
· Timothy Thatcher vs. Oney Lorcan: Thatcher's shooter gimmick has been a blast over the last month or so and I was thrilled to see what he and Lorcan would produce. Although it started out slow, they eventually picked up the pace and put on a wrestling clinic. Their hard-hitting and highly-physical styles meshed nicely and left me wanting a rematch between them. If it were to go down inside of the Fight Pit structure (where Thatcher previously beat Riddle), I highly doubt anyone would complain.
This Week's Low Points
· Big Show vs. Andrade and Angel Garza: I was so happy that Andrade and Garza picked up such a big win over The Viking Raiders early in the evening on Raw. In typical WWE fashion, they had to compete for a second time later in the night and lose in decisive fashion to, yes, Big Show. Worse yet, it was a 2-on-1 Handicap match, so that made the duo look even worse. What I don't understand is that they were on the same page when they won against Viking Raiders, so why were they teasing tension again when they faced Big Show? Needless to say, Big Show didn't need this victory, so this whole thing did far more damage than it did good.
· Akira Tozawa vs. R-Truth: Unfortunately, the chronicles of Tozawa and his stupid squad of ninjas continued on Raw this week. It was a rematch for the 24/7 Championship, and with Truth winning the belt back after only one week, it begs the question of what the purpose of this nonsense was in the first place. I know I'm not the only one who finds this crap ridiculous and can't stomach to see Tozawa treated like a total joke. Let's just hope this "feud" is finally over.
· Ruby Riott vs. Peyton Royce: There wasn't anything special about this match at all aside from how impressive Royce looked at certain points. She had some strong showings in NXT, but because of how she and Billie Kay have been booked on the main roster, it's been difficult to take them seriously. At least Royce's new finisher looked awesome. As for Riott, I really hope all these losses are leading to her and Liv Morgan reforming The Riott Squad and joining the tag team ranks. Both of them could use the boost.
· Sheamus "toasts" Jeff Hardy: I've mostly been fine with this feud, but Sheamus targeting Hardy's troubled past has officially jumped the shark for me after this segment. You're probably wondering why the urine test segment from last month wasn't the last straw for me, and that's because I thought that would be the end of it. But no, Sheamus once again attempted to humiliate Hardy on SmackDown and it made for boring television as well as a poor main event segment for the show.
· Bayley vs. Alexa Bliss: I brought up a few weeks ago how, despite how entertaining Bayley and Sasha Banks have been as a unit in recent months, WWE was running the risk of overexposing them by putting them on every show. That's quickly becoming the case, as they were on all three brands again this week. There was nothing technically wrong with Bayley vs. Bliss, but it wasn't exciting enough to justify it happening. I know it was supposed to build to Bayley defending her SmackDown Women's Championship against Nikki Cross at Extreme Rules, but that feels like a rerun. Bayley has beaten just about everyone in the blue brand's women's division by this point and that's why Banks couldn't defeat her for that title soon enough. Hopefully at SummerSlam.
· Rhea Ripley vs. Aliyah and Robert Stone: I can't shake the feeling that Ripley has cooled off considerably since she lost the NXT Women's Championship to Charlotte Flair at WrestleMania 36. That proved to be a dumb decision in retrospect. Now, she's stuck in a pointless program with Aliyah and Stone. To their credit, they tried their best here and the match exceeded my low expectations, but it certainly didn't make Ripley more of a threat than she already was. She should be facing bigger competition.
