Week of July 8, 2017
Match of the Week: Bobby Roode vs. Roderick Strong: NXT Championship Match - NXT, July 5
I've been thoroughly impressed with the rise of Roderick Strong in NXT and how they've been able to build him up as a believable challenger to Bobby Roode's NXT Championship. He's always been an exceptional wrestler, but he just needed that extra character development, and those vignettes from months ago helped accomplish that. Thus, when it came time for him to contend for the title, he had a strong showing and contested an excellent match with Roode that told a stellar story. Despite the loss, he remains in hot pursuit of the belt. 

Superstar of the Week: AJ Styles
Coming off his shortcoming at Money in the Bank, AJ Styles wasted no time in shifting his sights back on Kevin Owens' United States Championship. In order to earn another shot at the strap, however, he had to beat Chad Gable in a match where the winner would qualify for the Independence Day Battle Royal on SmackDown Live this week. Not only was he able to topple the Olympian, he followed up that impressive victory with yet another successful outing in the main event, outlasting everyone in the Battle Royal to punch his ticket to Battleground for the U.S. title. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, July 3
I had a tough time deciding what would be the latest "Show of the Week" because Raw, SmackDown Live and NXT all delivered in spades I thought. Each program had something to special to offer, including the holiday edition of SmackDown Live, but Raw should be considered a bigger success than the other two shows because it did its job in selling me on Sunday's Great Balls of Fire pay-per-view. I can't say I was all that excited for the pay-per-view prior to Monday night, but the main matchups received strong build and left me looking forward to what will happen at the event. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Brock Lesnar and Samoa Joe interview: Lesnar and Joe have been recurring staples here in the "Highlights" column each week and for good reason. Their feud has far and away been the best thing about Raw in many, many months and both men have played their roles remarkably well. The latest chapter in their epic saga saw them nearly come to blows after their interview with Michael Cole went haywire. I loved that they were kept apart this week and saved the physicality for Sunday's Great Balls of Fire pay-per-view. The build to the bout has been brilliant, so here's hoping it isn't a one-sided squash in favor of Lesnar.
· Enzo Amore promo: I'm still not 100 percent convinced that WWE should have broken up Enzo and Big Cass when they did, but what's done is done, and to their credit, they've made the most out of it. Enzo in particular has been killing it on the microphone these last two weeks, going from being shocked to heartbroken over the split to vengeful. The crowd was solidly behind him on Monday and having him attack Cass backstage was a nice touch. I'm anxious to see who will emerge victorious in their match at Great Balls of Fire.
· AJ Styles vs. Chad Gable: We need more "win and you're in" type matches in WWE. They make wins and losses matter a lot more. As for this bout, it was a ton of fun while it lasted and a perfect opportunity for Gable to showcase his skills for a change. He shined in this matchup as much as he did against Kevin Owens a few weeks back. I hope officials aren't thinking about breaking Gable off into singles competition so soon, but following this stellar showing, American Alpha should most definitely have a bigger presence on SmackDown because they're tremendously talented.
· The New Day and The Usos rap-off: I assumed this would at least be entertaining considering these two tandems have great chemistry on the mic and in the ring together, but this exceeded my expectations by a country mile. Granted, it was more of a dissing contest than a rap-off, but it was a blast, nevertheless. Apparently the win was awarded to New Day by way of disqualification, but there's no doubt in my mind that The Usos had this in the bag. That dig at Xavier Woods was money.
· Rich Swann vs. TJP: 205 Live tends to get the shaft more often than not here on the "Week in Review," but I thought the Swann vs. TJP main event from this Tuesday's episode was worth mentioning. They've had a cool little story going lately with Swann trying to bring the TJ Perkins of old back, but in playing by the rules, TJP fell short of victory. The match itself was very well-wrestled and received plenty of time, not to mention that the crowd was engaged in the action by the end. I'm actually interested to see what happens next in this storyline and whether we'll see TJP become a babyface again. He went heel only in April, so another turn would be premature, but time will tell.
This Week's Low Points
· Seth Rollins vs. Curt Hawkins: The match itself was a total waste of time because we saw the same exact matchup a week ago, but that isn't the reason why this is in the "Low Points" column. Rather, Rollins and Bray Wyatt had their chance on the go-home edition of Raw to deliver something memorable to make me want to see them face each other at Great Balls of Fire, but they failed. Nothing about this rivalry has intrigued me in the slightest and I'm not even sure what it's even about. Wyatt's promo later in the evening was almost laughable because it was so typical of him where he'll say a bunch of nonsensical things and then lose.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Noam Dar: I hate to sound like a broken record, but as I've said countless times in the past, the Alexander vs. Dar feud has gone on for as long as 205 Live has been around. And all these months later, nothing has been accomplished. I honestly couldn't care less about Dar, but it bothers me Alexander is still stuck in this pointless program because he could be a real contender for the Cruiserweight Championship against Neville. Instead, he's been wasting away in this rivalry trading wins with Dar.
· Rusev returns: As happy as I am that Rusev is back at long last, I can't say I'm thrilled that his first feud on SmackDown Live will be with the returning John Cena. Not only is it a rehash of their rivalry from two years ago, the writing is on the wall: Rusev is merely a stepping stone for Cena as he prepares to re-enter the WWE Championship picture at SummerSlam. That's fine and all for Cena, but Rusev deserves better than that. He could be a major player on the blue brand if positioned properly on the card, but he'll be once again be playing second fiddle to Cena for the foreseeable future.
· Randy Orton vs. Aiden English: This match wasn't a major offense, but I remain completely disinterested in the Orton vs. Jinder Mahal feud. I liked that Orton showed more aggression than usual in this bout against English, but Mahal's post-match promo was no different than the promo he cut last week, and the week before that, and the week before that. The USA vs. India angle has been so overdone by this point that I find it difficult to get invested in anything they do.
· Naomi vs. Lana: I couldn't believe it when I read Daniel Bryan was giving Lana another shot at the SmackDown Women's Championship because her shoulder was up last week, so I held out hope that something significant would happen. But nope. Lana lost within seconds to Naomi, so if she wasn't already labeled a failure, she is now. I'm not sure why WWE would promote the hell out of Lana for so many weeks if they didn't plan to push her, but it might be for the better because her in-ring skills need quite a bit of work. Additionally, a potential pairing with Tamina does absolutely nothing for me. I assume Naomi will feud with Tamina before Carmella cashes in.
