Week of June 11, 2016
Match of the Week: American Alpha vs. The Revival: NXT Tag Team Championship Match - TakeOver: The End, June 8
For the latest Match of the Week, it's truly a toss-up between the NXT Tag Team Championship match and Shinsuke Nakamua vs. Austin Aries. Both bouts were nothing short of sensational, but ultimately I have to give the nod to American Alpha vs. The Revival. Prior to The End on Wednesday night, I rewatched their match from Dallas, so that match is still fresh in my mind. That said, and there's been plenty of debate about this, the rematch was better than the predecessor, making it the greatest NXT Tag Team title match in history. The two tandems work so wonderfully together and exemplify what tag team wrestling is all about. Revival becoming two-time tag champs completely took me but surprise, but I liked it. No one saw it coming, and now American Alpha are busy with the debuting Authors of Pain. Just phenomenal stuff. 

Superstar of the Week: Kevin Owens
The best part about this year's Money in the Bank Ladder match is not only should it be excellent in-ring wise, just about everyone involved in the matchup has an equal chance of winning the briefcase (okay, with the obvious exception of Alberto Del Rio). But among the current crop of competitors, Kevin Owens is the fan favorite to capture the contract. He would definitely be a deserving recipient, too, considering he has been on the brink of the main event scene for a while now. Coming off the week he just had, he has more momentum than anyone else in the match at the moment. Although he was unsuccessful in beating longtime rival Dean Ambrose on Raw, he sent a major message by laying out The Lunatic Fringe afterward. He followed that up with a win on SmackDown in tag team action alongside Alberto Del Rio against Cesaro and Sami Zayn. 

Show of the Week: NXT TakeOver: The End, June 8
Since February 2014, there have been 11 NXT live specials. Eleven! And all of them have ranged from good to great to amazing. Wednesday's TakeOver: The End event was no exception as every match on the card had something special to offer. As previously noted, the NXT Tag Team Championship match blew me away while Shinsuke Nakamura and Austin Aries had an epic encounter for the ages. The women produced a solid matchup, Andrade "Cien" Almas arrived with a bang, and the first-ever Steel Cage main event capped off the evening on a high note. Moreover, the appearances by Authors of Pain and Bobby Roode left me looking forward to what's next for the brand. This week's editions of Raw and SmackDown were entertaining, but undoubtedly paled in comparison to The End. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· John Cena and AJ Styles: I don't care whether you love him or loathe him, you have to give credit where it's due: Cena is one of the very best talkers in the company where he's motivated and in serious mode. He proved that in his segment with Styles on Monday where both of them delivered strong promos. Aside from Cena's comment about Styles being a bust in WWE, it was one of his best promos in recent memory. This "Highlight" also accounts for the entertaining 3-on-2 Handicap main event that saw The Club defeat The New Day before Cena made the save, which I was completely content with since Cena had to get the upper hand at some point.
· Matches with Money in the Bank participants: Every match involving the wrestlers that are set to take part in this year's Money in the Bank Ladder match was awesome this week, so I figured instead of listing them out, I'd categorize them under one "Highlight" to save space. All six Superstars are excellent athletes, so it should come as no surprise that these matches delivered. Plus, they have history with each other as well, so they don't feel random. This upcoming Money in the Bank match has the potential to be stellar.
· Samoa Joe vs. Finn Balor: I'm not sure whether I'm in the minority on this one or not, but I have been a big fan of the feud Joe and Balor have had over the past eight months. For a rivalry to remain fresh for that long is a true testament to how great these two are as well as the writing in NXT, and it couldn't have culminated any better with their Steel Cage match at The End. They put forth a strong effort and the finish was fantastic with Joe hitting the Muscle Buster off the top rope. Now I wonder what's next for both guys in NXT and potentially the main roster. Is Joe vs. Shinsuke Nakamura imminent?
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Austin Aries: This may not have been on the same level as Nakamura's match with Sami Zayn from Dallas, but it had the better build and therefore told the superior story. Aries had something to prove against the man who has overshadowed him since arriving in NXT, and even in defeat, I would say he shined like the star he is. Not much more can be said about The King of Strong Style that hasn't been said already, but hopefully a rematch is in their future.
· Andrade "Cien" Almas vs. Tye Dillinger: I got my first glimpse of Almas in action back in April at a live event in Lowell, and at the time, I questioned why he wasn't on NXT TV already. He is so damn fun to watch in the ring and he had a memorable debut at The End. All he needs is a little character development and more speaking time to establish a personality and he will be a top-tier talent in no time. But take nothing away from Dillinger. He has been underutilized in NXT for far too long, and while he fell short of victory once again on Wednesday night, he had arguably his best bout to date. The "Perfect 10" gimmick is killer, so hopefully he can get the push he has deserved before long.
This Week's Low Points
· Teddy Long returns: As much as I enjoyed his presence on Raw this week because his character is a guilty pleasure of mine, I'd be remiss not to put this in the "Low Points" category. He was seemingly brought back at random. Him fumbling over his lines in the opening segment was funny at first, but his next few appearances were overkill. Did he really return just so Stephanie McMahon could announce she will be the new general manager of SmackDown starting next month? She could have done that anyway. Or was it so she could emasculate him, too? Either way, I was disappointed it didn't lead to more former Raw GMs showing up throughout the night.
· Tyler Breeze vs. R-Truth: It blows my mind that this storyline has received more television time than Apollo Crews vs. Sheamus and Baron Corbin vs. Dolph Ziggler combined. That must mean they're building to another tag team match at Money in the Bank, which I am not looking forward to in the slightest. If nothing else, this match didn't last long before a brawl broke out and Teddy Long attempted to restart it as a tag team match (playa!). Thankfully, that never came to fruition as Long was instead escorted from the building.
· Charlotte, Dana Brooke, Becky Lynch and Natalya: I want to get behind this feud, but it's difficult. First of all, I have seen more than enough of Charlotte and Natalya. Lynch and Charlotte have always worked well together, but I'm not sure what the endgame is supposed to be. I was hoping the tension teased between Charlotte and Brooke in this segment would lead to a Fatal 4-Way for the WWE Women's Championship at Money in the Bank, but no such luck. Charlotte was much more comfortable on the mic here than she was when she kicked Ric Flair to the curb, which they have yet to let go.
· Baron Corbin vs. Kalisto: This is a minor "Low Point" if anything. The match wasn't bad by any means and it was actually fun while it lasted, but the bottom line is that virtually no one cares about Corbin's feud with Dolph Ziggler, nor do fans care about either of them right now. Thus, no one is benefiting from the program because it has dragged on for so long. Please just blow it off on the Money in the Bank Kickoff show so both guys can move on to something new.
· Becky Lynch vs. Dana Brooke: This was along the same lines as their previous encounters, but it was pure proof that Brooke simply isn't in-ring ready. I'm not suggesting she should return to NXT (though that wouldn't be a terrible idea), but she needs to improve immensely in order to hang with the likes of Lynch, Charlotte, Natalya, Sasha Banks and the others. Lynch did her best to carry her to a competent contest on SmackDown, but Brooke is still very green and none of her offense comes off as believable. Not all hope is lost, however, as she is a suitable ally for Charlotte, so as long as she is relegated to tag team matches for the most part, she will be fine. Emma is needed back ASAP.
