Week of June 13, 2020

Match of the Week:
Daniel Bryan vs. AJ Styles (SmackDown, June 12)
Although Edge vs. Randy Orton at Backlash has been advertised as "the greatest wrestling match ever" by WWE for weeks now, Daniel Bryan and AJ Styles proved they don't need the heavy hype to contest a classic. They went in there on Friday's SmackDown and killed it, making the Intercontinental Championship feel more coveted than it has in years. Not only was the outcome unpredictable, the length of the matchup didn't bother me in the slightest because of how they constantly kept things moving. Styles can be a great champion if booked properly.
Superstar of the Week:
Finn Balor
To say that Finn Balor has experienced a much-needed career resurgence since returning to NXT in the fall would be an understatement. He has been on the roll of a lifetime the last eight months and has worked well with just about everyone he has stepped in the ring with. That was especially evident this past week when he and Damian Priest stole the show at TakeOver: In Your House before contesting another enjoyable match with Cameron Grimes on NXT three days later. Having won both bouts, the NXT North American Championship is now firmly in his sights.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT TakeOver: In Your House, June 7
Of course, NXT TakeOver specials aren't the same without a rowdy crowd on hand. To the credit of the black-and-gold brand, however, they put forth a hell of an effort with TakeOver: In Your House and almost made me forget that there weren't any fans in attendance. The nostalgia alone was awesome, but more importantly, all six matches on the card ranged from good to great to fantastic. All the right booking decisions were made and I was left satisfied by the end of the evening. I'm curious to see where several of the stars go from here and how NXT plans on following this show up.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Keith Lee vs. Johnny Gargano: While this wasn't my favorite match on the show, it certainly featured the strongest storytelling. I loved the callbacks to Gargano's "house" and how that's where a majority of their feud played out leading into TakeOver. Lee has been a terrific NXT North American Champion and never ceases to deliver on the TakeOver stage. Gargano, on the other hand, has been a blast to watch as a heel and his mannerisms are on point. Gargano was my pick to win here, but Lee losing to Gargano in mixed tag team action on Wednesday's NXT makes me think a rematch between these two with the gold up for grabs is on the horizon.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Rhea Ripley vs. Io Shirai: NXT did the right thing by taking the NXT Women's Championship off Charlotte and putting it on Shirai (which was long overdue). Granted, Charlotte had no business being the champ in the first place, but at least they finally gave Shirai her moment. This was a very well-wrestled Triple Threat main event and it ended the evening on a high note. If I never see Flair in NXT again, I'd be content. There's no need to overexpose her.
· The Peep Show with Edge: I was disappointed we didn't see Christian pop up on the road to WrestleMania 36 given his history with both Edge and Randy Orton, but better late than never. Everyone played their roles well with Christian trying to motivate Edge ahead of Backlash, Edge showing tremendous fire, and Orton coming across like a total prick (per usual). WWE really should have focused a lot less on the ridiculous "greatest wrestling match ever" tagline going into Backlash and done more stuff like this instead.
· Andrade vs. Kevin Owens vs. Angel Garza: I've been digging the United States Championship scene lately and the bad blood between these three men as well as Apollo Crews. This Triple Threat could have gone any which way, so that added to my enjoyment of it. Andrade winning made sense as it sets up him for a rematch with Crews for the championship at Backlash, but I'm more interested to see what becomes of the recent tension teased with him, Garza and Zelina Vega.
· Santos Escobar reveal: Almost everyone could see El Hijo del Fantasma aligning with the masked men coming from a mile away, but it was the way that it was executed that I liked a lot. Obviously, it would have packed more of a punch in front of an actual audience, but that's merely nitpicking. Not only is Fantasma now known as Santos Escobar, he has a heel stable with Raul Mendoza and Joaquin Wilde (which is an excellent use of both men) and will be unmasked going forward. I didn't know that he previously unmasked in Mexico or that he could speak perfect English (I don't remember much about his promos in Lucha Underground), so I'm super optimistic about his immediate future in NXT as well as on 205 Live as the NXT Cruiserweight Champion.
This Week's Low Points
· Asuka and Charlotte Flair vs. Bayley and Sasha Banks vs. The IIconics: As a match, there wasn't anything technically wrong with this, but from a booking standpoint, it was a total waste. It solely existed to establish that Asuka and Flair could coexist before facing each other later on in the main event, but it came at the expense of Banks and Bayley as well as The IIconics. Both teams, by the way, are supposed to be involved in a Triple Threat for the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship at Backlash, so this basically sent the message that they're inferior to Flair and Asuka and that the tag titles are an afterthought.
· Asuka vs. Charlotte Flair: These two never cease to work well together and this was another excellent outing from them, but I absolutely hated the finish. Yes, Nia Jax costing Asuka the victory made sense with them facing off for the Raw Women's Championship at Backlash, but Asuka should not be losing non-title matches at this point. Flair entering the title chase on Raw literally one day removed from losing the NXT Women's Championship should come as no surprise.
· Jeff Hardy and Sheamus: I honestly didn't mind what WWE did with Hardy a few weeks ago on SmackDown (aside from how it was way too soon with Hardy still facing legal troubles), but their SmackDown segment this week was even worse. I didn't find it as egregiously bad as most, but my issue is that it did nothing to get me more excited for their upcoming encounter at Backlash than I was before. They really need to move on from Sheamus constantly making fun of Hardy's past and using it for a storyline.
· Braun Strowman and Heavy Machinery vs. The Miz, John Morrison and Dolph Ziggler: The booking here was highly questionable. It was a well-wrestled main event, but I have no idea why WWE would have Miz and Morrison lose yet again so close to Backlash, where they'll be vying for Strowman's Universal Championship. Despite the Handicap stipulation, no one views them as a legitimate threat to the title and this didn't help their cause whatsoever.
· Ever-Rise vs. Adrian Alanis and Leon Ruff: I like what I've seen from Ever-Rise so far and believe that they have potential, but this wasn't the most amazing showcase from them. Their opponents scored more offense than they should have and Ever-Rise didn't look as impressive as they have in the past, even though they won here. I should note that this is a minor "Low Point" because I'm happy that they finally won after being positioned as an enhancement team for so long. I'm fine with them racking up victories on 205 Live for now, but I'm hoping they'll soon become regulars in NXT's tag team division. Breezango being back is a plus and Indus Sher is in the process of being built up, but beyond them, the black-and-gold brand needs new blood in the tag team ranks.
