Week of June 15, 2019
Match of the Week: Akira Tozawa vs. Drew Gulak vs. Oney Lorcan vs. Humberto Carrillo: WWE Cruiserweight Championship No. 1 Contender's Fatal 4-Way Match - 205 Live, June 11
All four of these guys have been in the hunt for the WWE Cruiserweight Championship lately, so it only made sense for a Fatal 4-Way match to be booked to determine who the true number one contender was. As expected, it delivered in spades and was an absolute blast. In fact, it was the one match on WWE TV up to that point that actually had me on the edge of my seat, and the live crowd seemed to share my enthusiasm. The chants of "205!" in the second half were encouraging to hear and these guys deserved it. I assume the disputed finish will lead to Tozawa vs. Gulak next week.
Superstar of the Week: Chad Gable
Many people (myself included) have been pushing for Chad Gable to join the Cruiserweight ranks for a while now. Thus, I was stoked to see him make a surprise appearance on Tuesday's 205 Live and have a barn burner of a bout against Gentleman Jack Gallagher. It was one of his best showings in some time because, wait for it, he was actually allowed to wrestle. What a concept! The count-out finish looked botched, mind you, but that might have been a blessing in disguise because it sets up a rematch for a future episode. I am very excited for Gable on 205 Live.
Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, June 11
Between the aforementioned Fatal 4-Way main event and the great Gentleman Jack Gallagher vs. Chad Gable match, this week's 205 Live was absolutely terrific. I was satisfied by the end of it, and sadly, the same can not be said for either Raw or SmackDown Live. Those two brands have left me feeling underwhelmed more often than not for months, so it's nice that 205 Live is picking up the slack (along with NXT, of course). The in-ring action never ceases to deliver and the storylines are easy enough to follow. Here's hoping they can continue to add to their roster coming off the addition of Gable.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Zack Ryder and Curt Hawkins vs. The Revival vs. The Usos: This was originally supposed to be Ryder and Hawkins defending the Raw Tag Team Championship against Revival in a straight-up tag team match, but this definitely benefited from the inclusion of The Usos. Plus, it just made more sense seeing as how Revival had just lost to Usos at Super ShowDown, so if anyone deserved a shot at the straps, it was the latter tandem. This was a really fun Triple Threat and a reminder of how entertaining tag team wrestling can be. Revival regaining the gold was hardly a surprise after how inactive Ryder and Hawkins have been.
· Ricochet, The Miz and Braun Strowman vs. Samoa Joe, Bobby Lashley and Cesaro: It's amazing how loaded of a midcard Raw has and how half of these guys (if not more) are beyond directionless at the moment. On the bright side, these six stars worked well together and produced an enjoyable tag team match. Ricochet beat Cesaro two weeks in a row on Raw and then won for his team here, so it'd be logical for him to vie for the United States Championship at Stomping Grounds if it isn't some sort of a Six-Pack Challenge.
· Bayley vs. Nikki Cross: SmackDown Live was an incredibly dull show this week in my opinion, so I'm stretching with this "Highlight." As I mentioned last week, it's asinine for a Raw wrestler to be contending for the SmackDown Women's Championship, but if nothing else, the story of Bayley vs. Alexa Bliss is way better this time around with Bliss attempting to manipulate Cross than it was in 2017. This was a solid little match that allowed Bayley to rebound from the pinfall loss she endured the night prior on Raw.
· Kushida vs. Drew Gulak: Submission matches are a rarity on WWE TV nowadays and that might be for a reason. They should only be done with the right people, and I thought Kushida and Gulak knocked it out of the park. Not only do both of them specialize in submission wrestling, they also have excellent chemistry together and were able to keep the crowd engaged throughout. Kushida keeps stacking up victory after victory and could be eyeing the NXT North American Championship.
· Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch vs. Undisputed Era: When you put two teams together who have a knack for stealing the show no matter what, you're virtually guaranteed to get an above-average outing. Tag team wrestling is alive and well in NXT and that was made pretty apparent with this main event. It could have been even better with a bit more time (and a little less Jaxson Ryker), but it was a blast of a bout, nonetheless. Lorcan and Burch defeating the former NXT Tag Team Champions was undoubtedly an upset and should set them up for an opportunity to wrestle Street Profits for the NXT Tag Team Championship sooner rather than later. Meanwhile, I'm curious what this loss means for Undisputed Era. It likely won't be more than a bump in the road.
This Week's Low Points
· Seth Rollins vs. Kevin Owens: I never thought the day would come where I had to put a Rollins vs. Owens match in the "Low Points" column, but here we are. It's not the performers' fault as much as it is the company's for watering this down with interference and shenanigans from Sami Zayn. I realize this was designed to give fans a preview of what to expect at Stomping Grounds where there will be a special guest referee for Rollins vs. Baron Corbin, but that's a pretty weak hook if we're being honest. That's basically a guarantee that there will be outside involvement. I thought the days of heels running Raw were over with?
· Shane McMahon celebrates: This Shane silliness needs to stop. It doesn't appeal to anyone and is hurting Raw and SmackDown Live much more than it's helping them. To his credit, he plays the heel role well, but it doesn't look like there's any end in sight for his nonsense. He has now beaten The Miz three times as well as Roman Reigns. He celebrated his victory over the latter on Monday's Raw and it felt like a massive waste of time, especially since Reigns didn't bother to come out and put an end to it (despite being on every other Raw).
· The Miz vs. Elias, Drew McIntyre and Shane McMahon: You can essentially copy what I said in the previous paragraph and paste it here. Anything segment featuring Shane is an instant channel-changer in my book, and the first half hour of SmackDown being dedicated to him on Tuesday was proof of that. He put Miz in back-to-back bouts with Elias and McIntyre (neither of which were very good) before pinning Miz in a quick match himself. In short, this was total throwaway that helped no one, except for maybe Shane. Ugh.
· Carmella vs. Sonya Deville: I'm confused as to why Carmella is still feuding with Deville and Mandy Rose. Rose already beat Carmella shortly after Money in the Bank when Carmella cost her the briefcase, so this rivalry should have been put to the rest weeks ago. There wasn't anything redeeming about this other than Deville picking up the victory. I'm sure this is leading to Carmella and Ember Moon forming an alliance to take on Rose and Deville on an upcoming episode.
· The New Day vs. Dolph Ziggler, Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn: From an in-ring standpoint, this was a perfectly fine main event for SmackDown, but it encapsulated everything wrong with the top of the card on the blue brand at the moment. I maintain that Kofi Kingston is one of the best booked WWE Champions in ages, but he hasn't had any real rivals since his program with Daniel Bryan ended. Owens and Ziggler are talented, but they've lost far more matches than they've won and therefore it's difficult to take them seriously. Coming off Ziggler's latest loss, it's hilarious that the company expects us to view him as a threat to the title at Stomping Grounds. I don't think the addition of a steel cage is going to make Kingston vs. Ziggler Part 52 any more interesting.
