Week of June 20, 2015
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. Kevin Owens - Money in the Bank, June 14
You'd be lying to yourself if you didn't think John Cena vs. Kevin Owens from Money in the Bank was one of the Match of the Week, let alone one of the best matches of the year so far. I would say it's amazing how they continue to deliver outstanding matches, but didn't we all assume that going in? I figured they would contest a series of stellar matches, but even then, the matches they've had in the past month have far exceeded anything I expected, which is certainly saying something. As someone who loved the chemistry between Cena and CM Punk and the matches they had a few years ago, Owens is the best opponent Cena has had since then, if not better. We can argue if their second match was better than their first, but both Cena and Owens had strong showings and deserve all the credit in the world for having such a phenomenal match. The drama, the emotion, the incredible in-ring action; it was all there. I wasn't too fond of the result, but Owens attacking Cena afterward made up for it. Plus, we have a rubber match to look forward to! Where's there to complain about? 

Superstar of the Week: Kevin Owens
Much like the Match of the Week, there really isn't any excuse to not give Kevin Owens the Superstar of the Week award to once again this week. He has a distinct advantage over all the other Superstars because he's both a regular on NXT and on the main roster, allowing him to appear on almost every show WWE has to offer (and certainly all the ones that apply to my Week in Review). At Money in the Bank, he contested one of the best bouts of 2015 so far with John Cena, and although he suffered his first singles defeat on that show, he sent a message by laying out Cena afterward. The next night on Raw, he decisively dismantled Clevaland's own Dolph Ziggler before ambushing Machine Gun Kelly (yes, really!). In the days that followed, he went to war with Samoa Joe on NXT and scored a win over Cesaro on SmackDown. 

Show of the Week: WWE Money in the Bank, June 14
Oddly enough, I've found in recent weeks that when one of WWE's shows is good, they're all good, and that was certainly the case this past week in my opinion. I've seen mixed thoughts from fans in regards to where Money in the Bank ranks among the pay-per-views of 2015 up to this point, but you can't complain about an event that featured two spectacular matches in John Cena vs. Kevin Owens and Seth Rollins vs. Dean Ambrose in a Ladder mach. The subsequent edition of Raw not only served as a solid follow-up to the PPV, but it also kicked off the build to Battleground with the highly anticipated return of Brock Lesnar. Wednesday's NXT was entertaining all-around with three enjoyable matches and a fantastic feature on Finn Balor, and even SmackDown on Thursday managed to left me satisfied. But of all of WWE's shows this week, I'd have to say that Money in the Bank was the best. Again, some may take exception to that, but those two aforementioned matches were too tremendous to overlook. Plus, the rest of the undercard delivered on the whole. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Dean Ambrose: I've seen some people call this a boring match, and I can understand that, but personally, I thoroughly enjoyed it. They didn't go all out like they have in past battles, but they did manage to tell a spectacular story with Ambrose battling against all odds only to come up short of winning the gold. He did a terrific job of selling his leg injury and Rollins showed a new aggressive side we don't see too often from him. Most importantly, no interference from The Authority! You had to know was resisting the urge to throw Kane and J&J Security out there, but I couldn't be happier they didn't. Rollins really gained something from winning on his own here.
· Sheamus wins Money in the Bank: Most people are going to put this in the "Low Points" column, and I'm well-aware of that, but I actually liked the choice to put the briefcase on Sheamus. Were there other people that could have been more worthy of the win? Absolutely, but I'll take this over Roman Reigns winning any day. It's not because I don't like Reigns but rather no one saw this outcome coming, and that's what made it so good. Additionally, it makes sense storyline-wise and there's a number of different directions this can go. That being said, I'm excited for Sheamus being in possession of the contract.
· Brock Lesnar returns: There's nothing quite as spectacular as a Lesnar return to WWE TV. We all knew where the ending of Raw was going with The Authority choosing Seth Rollins' next challenger for the WWE World Heavyweight title, but that didn't diminish the moment at all in my mind. It's cool to see The Beast back earlier than expected as the road to SummerSlam officially kicks off. By the way, I do have to disagree with those who are saying WWE programming will get good again with Lensar around. Where have you been since WrestleMania?
· Every Kevin Owens match: Had it not been for his amazing outing against John Cena at Money in the Bank, any other match Owens contested this week realistically could have been considered the best bout of the week. So, instead of giving every match he had this week its own paragraph, I figured I'd lump them all together into one because, well, they were all awesome. Needless to say, Owens continues to be the MVP of WWE programming.
· Finn Balor feature: Man, this is what I love about NXT. Character development, people! Character development! It's what I constantly complain about when it comes to the members of the main roster, especially when it comes to the Divas division. This feature gave viewers everything they needed to know about Balor's background and the comments from NXT's Becky Lynch were an excellent touch. Balor already came across like a major star to me, but these series of video packages will play a big part in making his rumored NXT Championship win on July 4 mean even more. The best part? It's only part one! Part two covering his work over in Japan should be stellar.
· Dusty Rhodes tributes: For as sad and shocking as the passing of Dusty was, it's been surreal to see so much support from people across the wrestling community and beyond. The tributes WWE put together for The American Dream both at Money in the Bank and after Raw on the WWE Network were phenomenal and admittedly, brought a tear to my eye (okay, so several tears were shed). You'll be missed, Dream!
This Week's Low Points
· R-Truth vs. King Barrett: Honestly, I'm at a loss for words. I've been very vocal about the deplorable booking of Barrett since the downfall of The Nexus five years ago and it continues to boggle my mind that WWE has yet to realize his true potential and figure out how to utilize him properly. Losing matches is one thing, but to Truth? On multiple occasions? Come on. They can't be that out of touch and delusional, right? I'd be a bit more open to it if his losses were to up-and-coming stars, but Truth is in the twilight of his career and should not, I repeat should not be beating guys such as Barrett who have so much more to offer. Truth is a comedy character. Don't make Barrett one, too.
· Ryback vs. Big Show: I don't know what it was, but I was expecting a bit more from this match. Their past matches were actually pretty solid, but nothing I saw this match made we want to see a one-on-one rematch between them. The interference from The Miz could be seen coming from a mile away, but they at least up for it on Raw with the pleasantly surprising Miz vs. Show match that saw The Awesome One score a victory in his home state. In retrospect, perhaps it was wise to give the match brief because who knows how far out of control it could have gotten had it gone longer.
· Prime Time Players vs. The New Day: This barely made the cut for the "Low Points" column because as a fan, I was very much in favor of putting the WWE Tag Team Championship on the Prime Time Players. They've been deserving of the straps for years,  so it was long overdue. At the same time, the twin titles have changed hands every other month since late last year, so it's hard for people to care about who wins them at this point. It also doesn't help that there wasn't much of a feud between the two teams going into the pay-per-view.
· Randy Orton vs. Kane: Who thought it was a good idea to advertise an Orton vs. Kane match going into the commercial break on Raw this week? It's a match that intrigues next to no one and we all would have been better off had it not happened. If nothing else, Shaemus turning this into a Handicap match and laying out Sheamus afterward at least gave him his heat back after losing to Dean Ambrose earlier. I respect Kane, but in his current form, he bores me to tears.
· The Bella Twins vs. Paige: I, much like most of the audience, had my fingers crossed that this was leading to a debut from one of the ladies from NXT, but no such luck. We can only hope that it will happen next week or sometime soon. We desperately need fresh blood in the Divas division, and while I realize it may not change anything, but it's worth a shot. That backstage segment featuring Paige and the rest of the ladies locker room that occurred prior to this match was, to put it bluntly, horrendous. It made all of the other women look like terrible people and it didn't put Paige in the best of light, either. I enjoyed most of the Divas Championship match at Money in the Bank, but this was a waste.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Bo Dallas: I'm all for Ziggler picking up a few victories, but why at the expense of someone as talented as Dallas? I'm no "Boliever", but they WWE has misused him in the last year has been sad to see. As for Ziggler, I can't help but feel he's directionless right now despite Lana being at his side. It's such a random pairing and I'm hoping Rusev is medically cleared soon to put an end to this mess.
