Week of June 24, 2017
Match of the Week: AJ Styles vs. Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens vs. Baron Corbin vs. Dolph Zigger: Money in the Bank Ladder Match - Money in the Bank, June 18
Has a Money in the Bank Ladder match ever disappointed? I would argue no, though some have been less exciting than others. That was far from the case last Sunday, however, as six of SmackDown Live's most elite athletes battled it out in an awesome Money in the Bank Ladder match. All of them had spectacular showings, especially AJ Styles and Sami Zayn with the many risks they took over the course of the contest. Speaking of Styles, his clash with Shinsuke Nakamura was absolutely epic, culminating in Baron Corbin virtually stealing the blue briefcase. 

Superstar of the Week: Baron Corbin
Fans have witnessed the rise of Baron Corbin in WWE over the last year, starting with his shocking Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal victory followed by the path of destruction he has carved on SmackDown Live. After contending for several championships earlier this year, he was finally granted his shot at super stardom last Sunday in the Money in the Bank Ladder match against five other all-stars. He was in control from the get-go when he attacked Shinsuke Nakamura before then obtaining the contract that guarantees him a future WWE title match. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, June 20
As strong of a show as Money in the Bank looked on paper, it wasn't the exceptional event I hoped it would be. As noted, the main event was stellar, but the undercard wasn't exciting enough to warrant it receiving the "Show of the Week" award. Rather, the award goes to the subsequent episode of SmackDown Live, which I thought offered plenty of solid follow-up from the pay-per-view. Mike and Maria Kanellis were conspicuous by their absence, mind you, but the rest of the episode was entertaining featuring focus on the women, a United States Championship match, and Daniel Bryan's return. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Mike and Maria Kanellis debut: It has been rumored for a few months now that Mike and Maria were SmackDown Live bound and I couldn't have been happier when they finally arrived at Money in the Bank. I was very high on their act in TNA and it looks like they will be doing something similar in WWE. The "love" thing may not be for everyone, but its super corny nature will help them elicit heel heat. That said, I was disappointed they were nowhere to be seen on SmackDown the following Tuesday. I know they filmed an exclusive video for WWE.com, but here's hoping they have a much bigger role on Tuesday's show.
· The Usos vs. The New Day: Another highlight from the Money in the Bank pay-per-view saw The Usos and The New Day contest a fun match for the SmackDown Tag Team Championship. It's no secret these two tandems work exceptionally well together and I'm sure this is only the first of many matches they'll have in the months to come. Unfortunately, the count-out finish was slightly anticlimactic, but it was what needed to be done. Usos should not have dropped the titles just yet, and at least New Day was protected in defeat.
· Roman Reigns vs. Samoa Joe: I really hope Joe saying that Reigns can't beat him was meant to plant the seeds for a future feud between the two down the road. I could even see that being a match for SummerSlam. At any rate, this was another enjoyable affair from them, and while Joe should be booked to look more dominant ahead of his encounter with Brock Lesnar, I can't complain about him picking up a credible victory. Most importantly, Braun Strowman is back! He couldn't have returned at a better time as the flagship show can use him at the moment.
· The Hardy Boyz vs. Karl Anderson and Luke Gallows: There's no doubt that this would have been a much bigger bout a year or so ago when Anderson and Gallows still had some momentum, but this was a fun and well-wrestled match, nevertheless. Anderson and Gallows badly need an overhaul (why is WWE so hesitant to put them with Finn Balor?!), but you can always count on them for a quality contest, and The Hardy Boyz were very much over here.
· Kevin Owens vs. Chad Gable: I got a huge kick out of Gable accepting Owens' Face of America Open Challenge and claiming to have moved to Dayton, Ohio that morning. That was the humorous side of Gable that got him over to begin with in NXT. Above all else, American Alpha has resurfaced at long last and this was a great reintroduction of Gable. It was obvious he wasn't winning the title, but he had an awesome outing against Owens and looked credible in defeat. American Alpha should be featured on SmackDown more prominently going forward. Meanwhile, I'm glad Owens' feud with AJ Styles is continuing considering they had unfinished business prior to Money in the Bank.
· Aleister Black vs. Kassius Ohno: Similar to Owens vs. Gable, you had to know Ohno wouldn't hand Black his first defeat in NXT, but the match itself was a blast while it lasted. The action was hard-hitting and both guys beat the absolute crap out of each other. On a side note, the Ohno and Hideo Itami angle has been progressing nicely.
This Week's Low Points
· Women's Money in the Bank Ladder match: Don't get me wrong, this was a very good Ladder match and started the show off on a high note on Sunday night. They erased any and all doubt I had about a women's Money in the Bank match... up until the lame finish. Part of me thought it was clever because it had never been done before, but then again, why hasn't it happened with the men? You can only have one first-ever women's Ladder match, and thus James Ellsworth retrieving the briefcase for Carmella fell flat for a lot of fans. I'm all for Carmella holding the contract, though, and we'll see if she can win it again on Tuesday.
· Breezango vs. The Ascension: I'm happy Breezango have somewhat been regulars on SmackDown Live despite no longer chasing the SmackDown Tag Team Championship, and the "mystery" surrounding who attacked them recently intrigued me slightly, but this was a major letdown. It was painfully apparent it was The Ascension as soon as their silhouettes were shown earlier in the evening, and then the match itself was complete filler. Does WWE not understand that fans are never going to take The Ascension seriously?
· Enzo Amore and Big Cass break up: We all knew weeks ago that Amore and Cass were headed for a split, and that was exactly what happened on Monday's Raw with Cass revealing himself as the person who has been laying out Enzo for the past month. On the bright side, Cass delivered his promo with a ton of fire (aside from how he looked like he was about to bust out into tears at any moment) and he does indeed have potential on his own. However, I honestly don't think now was the right time for them to go their separate ways. There was plenty left in the tank for them as a team.
· Sasha Banks vs. Nia Jax: There was plenty of outrage from fans (and rightfully so) on social media on Monday night regarding the stunning lack of women on Raw. WWE responded by giving us a totally forgettable Banks vs. Jax match where the entire Raw women's division was shoved into one segment. In other words, this was a complete waste of time. It appears Banks will be next to challenge Alexa Bliss, and that's fine, but there needs to be more individual stories with the women.
· Jinder Mahal vs. Luke Harper: With each passing week, Mahal is coming across more and more like a star, and that's encouraging given he's WWE Champion. His match with Randy Orton at Money in the Bank admittedly exceeded my expectations, but his match with Harper two days later on SmackDown Live lacked that same intensity. Harper has been absent from programming since Backlash, and it's cool he got an opportunity to wrestle the WWE Champion, but why? Sure, he's an excellent wrestler, but he has done nothing of note lately. Needless to say, WWE should be doing so much more with him. Furthermore, I can't say I'm thrilled about Mahal and Orton resuming their rivalry.
· Sonya Deville vs. Rachel Evers: This was far from a bad match, so I wouldn't call this a "Low Point" per se, but the bottom line is that Deville is still very much green and needs more time to improve in the ring. Her MMA-inspired character is unique and she certainly looks the part, but this match proved her in-ring ability isn't quite there yet.
