Week of June 25, 2016
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. AJ Styles - Money in the Bank, June 19
The match many fans have been waiting over a decade and a half for finally came to fruition at Money in the Bank last Sunday, and definitely did not disappoint. Despite never once working against each other, they immediately found excellent in-ring chemistry together and produced an instant classic. From Attiude Adjustments to Styles Clashes, neither man could manage to get the upper hand with the momentum constantly shifting between the two. The electric atmosphere in Las Vegas only added to the excitement of the matchup with the crowd buying into all the nearfalls down the stretch. I wish Styles won in clean fashion just as much as the next guy, but let's just appreciate he had his hand raised. WWE could have very easily had Cena emerge victorious in his first match back, but they resisted the urge. Anyway, amazing match. 

Superstar of the Week: Dean Ambrose
Very rarely do I name someone the Superstar of the Week two weeks in a row, but was there honestly anyone who deserved the honor more than Dean Ambrose? His week couldn't have kicked off any hotter with him winning the Money in the Bank Ladder match only to cash in the contract later in the night to capture his premier WWE World Heavyweight Championship. As he pinned Seth Rollins for the three count and the title, it was a magical moment. But his historic week was far from over. He walked into Raw the next night with a target on his back, but he ended the evening standing tall over his next two challengers: Rollins and Roman Reigns. He and Rollins once again crossed paths days later on SmackDown with The Lunatic Fringe taking the fight to his longtime adversary. 

Show of the Week: WWE Money in the Bank, June 19
I'm not sure if this year's Money in the Bank lived up to WWE's billing as the greatest installment of all-time (I still say 2011 holds that honor), but even if not, it came close. An extremely entertaining event overall, the top three matches delivered in a big way and were potential Match of the Year candidates. John Cena and AJ Styles stole the show in my opinion, the Money in the Bank Ladder match was a blast, and we had two title changes to conclude the evening, including a surprisingly clean defeat of Roman Reigns. What more could you ask for? Sure, the undercard wasn't the most exciting, but at least each match had the right outcome in my opinion. More importantly, the stage is set for what should be a blockbuster SummerSlam in August. All the puzzle pieces are in place, now it's time for WWE to start capitalizing off the hot momentum. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns vs. Seth Rollins: I was worried all weekend long that one of them would get injured again going into their Money in the Bank match since that was prevented their last two pay-per-view outings from coming to fruition. Thankfully, both men were healthy heading into the bout and they delivered a strong main event. Rollins continues to be the babyface of this feud, even coming across as super sympathetic throughout the bout, but we'll see where that leads. Reigns losing clean was a pleasant surprise, as was the subsequent heel turn. Regardless of whether plans changed because of Reigns' suspension, this was a hot ending to the event.
· Money in the Bank Ladder match: I would have to rewatch every other MITB Ladder match to truly determine whether this was the greatest of all-time or not, but it certainly ranks high up there. As previously stated, most men in the match had a realistic chance of winning, adding unpredictability to the contest. Everyone put forth a commendable effort, got their signature spots in and had their time to shine. Ambrose was the most logical victor and obviously built intrigue going into the main event title match.
· Sasha Banks returns: No, Banks was never being "buried" by WWE in being left off programming these last few months. I said back in April that the plan was likely to keep her out of storylines until SummerSlam time so she could start her program with Charlotte over the WWE Women's Championship. I surely hope they don't give away their initial encounter at Battleground, but they could always have a rematch the following month at SummerSlam. Either way, I am now much more engaged in the women's division than I was even a week ago, also including Natalya's recent heel turn.
· The Wyatt Family return: Along with Banks, it was great to see The Wyatt Family resurface on Monday night. It was better for them to be brought back after the pay-per-view instead of getting lost in the shuffle if they returned beforehand. I really want Bray Wyatt to break out as a babyface, but a potential feud with The New Day over the WWE Tag Team Championship could be fun. If nothing else, it could finally get him that championship run he has long deserved.
· Austin Aries heel turn: Aries has done some excellent work since arriving in NXT earlier this year, but I knew he wouldn't fulfill his full potential until he officially turned heel. There were teases of it throughout his feud with Shinsuke Nakamura, but he cemented his turn this past week on NXT with his violent attack on No Way Jose. I loved how he dragged out his dancing to make viewers think the turn wasn't coming after all, only to surprise Jose with a elbow to the face. Furthermore, I don't view this feud as a demotion for Aries. Jose has been treading water since his debut two months ago, but this rivalry will give both him and Aries something significant to do for the foreseeable future.
This Week's Low Points
· The Golden Truth vs. Breezango: This angle has been absolutely awful, so I suppose it was only fitting that the match was equally atrocious. It could have been fun and I would have at least tried to enjoy it, but the "sun burn" was too stupid to ignore. It was one of those matches that makes you embarrassed to be a wrestling fan if you're watching with other people. On the bright side, it was relegated to the Kickoff show and didn't last long, so it could have been much worse. Additionally, the feud appears to be over at long last. Thank the lord! I can deal with the two teams on their own, but together, they're unbearable. Let's just pretend this never happened.
· The Lucha Dragons vs. The Dudley Boyz: Well, this was random. I'm not putting this in the "Low Points" column because it was a bad bout but rather because it didn't seem to serve a purpose. As terrible as the aforementioned tag team match was, at least the two teams had been feuding the weeks preceding the pay-per-view. The Dragons and The Dudleyz haven't crossed paths at all as of late, so fans had zero incentive to care about who would win. Thus, the lack of crowd reaction to this match wasn't surprising in the slightest.
· John Cena vs. Karl Anderson: I really enjoyed the promo that preceded the match with The Club "apologizing" to Cena for interfering in his Money in the Bank match with AJ Styles, but this was a waste of a match. Cena basically dominated Anderson, an established singles and tag team wrestler over in Japan, for a whopping two minutes and would have won the match with the Attitude Adjustment had the rest of The Club not interfered. I'm fine with them being heels, but if it means they're going to be booked to look weak, then I'm not a fan. Hell, Styles needed help from The Club to beat Jimmy Uso on SmackDown!
· John Laurinaitis returns: Following the returns of Sasha Banks and The Wyatt Family, I was hoping for another exciting comeback from an injured or absent star. Instead, we received the return of People Power. Ugh. His segment with Shane McMahon was all right and I realized it was designed to hype SmackDown going live starting next month, but seeing Laurinaitis back on WWE TV brought back bad memories of when he ran Raw several years ago.
· Roman Reigns' suspension: Apparently, WWE were well-aware of Reigns' suspension before the Money in the Bank pay-per-view. I understood them going ahead with the WWE World Heavyweight Championship main event and it made sense to have him drop the strap, but what doesn't make sense is putting him in a title match at Battleground. Technically, he will be back in time to appear at the show, but what type of message does that send to the rest of the roster? Moreover, how the hell  can the biggest bout in years be built up the right way if Reigns' won't be around for 30 days? Hopefully these questions get answered come Monday's Raw because my mind is currently boggled.
