Week of June 27, 2020

Match of the Week:
Asuka vs. Charlotte Flair (Raw, June 22)
I thought WWE would hold off on having Charlotte Flair vie for Asuka's Raw Women's Championship until SummerSlam or at least Extreme Rules, but in light of The Queen's upcoming hiatus, it made sense to blow off their rivalry on Monday night. Say what you will about Flair and how overexposed she is, but she and Asuka never cease to work well together and this was another excellent encounter from them. Flair gave The Empress of Tomorrow a hell of a fight, but in the end, Asuka was able to reign supreme with a submission win.
Superstar of the Week:
Rey Mysterio
After over a month away, Rey Mysterio finally returned to Raw on Monday night with a message to send to Seth Rollins. Most fans were aware that retirement was never actually on the table for The Master of the 619, but rather that he was back to seek revenge on Rollins for how he's targeted him and his son Dominik in recent weeks. The whole segment was well done with Rey and Dominik fending off Rollins and his minions (albeit with help from Aleister Black and Humberto Carrillo). Needless to say, Rey and Dominik partnering up in tag team action is only inevitable.
Show of the Week:
WWE 205 Live, June 26
It's been so long since I last featured 205 Live as my "Show of the Week" that most fans probably forgot it was still on the air. It's been a pretty ho-hum show for a while now, especially during the empty arena era. However, the simple-yet-effective approach 205 Live took this week was fantastic. Isiah "Swerve" Scott vs. Tony Nese was the only match featured and it was an absolute blast from start to finish. They were given a ton of time, but it never felt like it overstayed its welcome. Drew Gulak sitting in on commentary for the episode made it that much more enjoyable.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Street Profits vs. The Viking Raiders: After that atrocity these teams were involved in at Backlash, they desperately needed to have a quality contest on Raw. Thankfully, they succeeded. I wish it would have gotten more time, but it was a hell of a sprint while it lasted. The Raw Tag Team Championship hasn't been salvaged just yet, but this was a step in the right direction. Better yet, Street Profits appear to be transitioning into a rivalry with Andrade and Angel Garza over the tag titles based on what happened afterward. That could be another outstanding match and I could certainly see a title change happening.
· The VIP Lounge with Apollo Crews: This story with Crews and MVP has been progressing nicely the past two weeks with MVP trying to recruit Crews into his stable. Crews didn't end up accepting (despite cheating to beat Shelton Benjamin last week and teasing a heel turn), which led to Bobby Lashley laying him out. I assume that's the next feud for the United States Championship and I'm looking forward to. WWE has done a solid job of rebuilding both guys recently.
· Edge promo: It's hard to argue against Edge being one of the very best talkers in wrestling right now. We don't see much of him on TV (and probably won't for a while due to the injury he sustained at Backlash), but I loved that we got to hear from him on Monday night. He addressed his loss to Randy Orton and vowed that he would be back, the same way he returned from a forced retirement. This didn't need to happen in front of a live crowd in order for it to leave a lasting impression. Edge continues to do amazing work.
· The New Day and The Lucha House Party vs. The Miz, John Morrison, Shinsuke Nakamura and Cesaro: What a fun showcase for the SmackDown tag team division. This was the only thing worth watching from SmackDown and I loved how they made every minute matter. It looks like WWE may be in the process of pushing Lucha House Party considering they won for their team here, but seeing is believing based on how they've been booked on the main roster.
· Keith Lee vs. Finn Balor vs. Johnny Gargano: Any one of these guys could have realistically won and gone on to face Adam Cole in a Winner Take All match in two weeks at The Great American Bash, so that added to the excitement surrounding the outcome. As you would probably expect, these three tremendous athletes worked wonderfully together and produced a top-notch main event. Lee was my pick to emerge victorious and I'm happy he did. I'm more excited to see what NXT will do when he and Cole clash in their title for title matchup. I'm hoping they go all the way with Lee and make him the new NXT Champion, as Cole has virtually done it all over the last year and has already been the NXT North American Champion. Lee is ready for that next level.
· Santos Escobar vs. Jake Atlas: It's been well documented that Atlas is a good friend of Drake Maverick (who Escobar and his minions have been targeting lately), so this was a logical match to do. It was an enjoyable affair that allowed Atlas to look credible in defeat. Escobar has been firing on all cylinders since the heel turn and has a bright future ahead of him if NXT can continue to spotlight him for the star he is. Sky is the limit for this up-and-comer seeing as how he has everything going for him.
This Week's Low Points
· Dolph Ziggler challenges Drew McIntyre at Extreme Rules: Ziggler had been rumored for a move to Monday nights and it was made official on this week's Raw. Even with Robert Roode joining him on the Raw roster, that is not an even trade for AJ Styles on SmackDown. Nonetheless, I hate the idea of him immediately entering the WWE Championship picture when he's done nothing to earn it. Yes, he and McIntyre have history from two years ago, but let's not forget that Ziggler is coming off back-to-back losses to Otis. In other words, viewers have zero reason to view him as a serious threat to Raw's top title.
· R-Truth vs. Akira Tozawa: Yes, WWE chose to continue the crap that started last week with Tozawa and his... ninjas. Thankfully, Bobby Lashley destroyed everyone except for Tozawa and the match wasn't long at all because of that, but Tozawa capturing the 24/7 Championship likely means we haven't seen the last of his ninjas and whatnot. I'm honestly not sure who this garbage is supposed to appeal to, but what I do know is that it needs to end. It's a waste of everyone's time.
· Natalya vs. Liv Morgan: I really hope Charlotte Flair's upcoming hiatus from TV will lead to more women getting opportunities, but this rivalry (if you can even call it that) pitting Morgan against Natalya and Lana isn't exactly what I have in mind. Morgan was building momentum before losing to Flair a few months ago, while Natalya and Lana certainly are not the answer to the woes within the Raw women's division. It didn't help that this match was way too short to be anything of note and ended in a loss for Morgan.
· Jeff Hardy vs. King Corbin: As a match, this was perfectly fine and I understand WWE was working with a limited roster due to the current circumstances. However, there was literally no reason for all those wrestlers to be standing ringside for this. I mean, can the company really be that ignorant given recent events? I guess the idea was for them to pay tribute to The Undertaker, but it still proved to be a gigantic risk that most definitely did not need to happen.
· Rhea Ripley vs. Aliyah: I could have sworn that Triple H told the media not too long ago that Charlotte Flair winning the NXT Women's Championship at WrestleMania 36 was all a part of some long-term story with Ripley. He said the same thing after Ripley, not Flair, was pinned by Io Shirai in the main event of NXT TakeOver: In Your House. Ripley is still a top talent and I expect her to get another shot at the strap sooner rather than later, but in my opinion, it feels like she's lost a lot of momentum since WrestleMania. Beating lower-level wrestlers like Aliyah won't hurt, but her one-sided feud with Aliyah and Robert Stone doesn't benefit anyone. WWE may as well call her up to Raw permanently at this point with Flair being out for now.
· Dexter Lumis vs. Roderick Stong: The last match these guys had on NXT actually exceeded my expectations, but the rematch on Wednesday night was total throwaway. It was clearly kept short by design so they could build to a Strap matchup next week at The Great American Bash, but I'm still baffled by Lumis being a babyface even though he started out as a heel in NXT. He also has yet to explain why he's been targeting Undisputed Era. I'm not sure the Velveteen Dream tag team will be happening, either.
