Week of June 29, 2019
Match of the Week: Tony Nese vs. Drew Gulak vs. akira Tozawa - Stomping Grounds, June 23
Raw and SmackDown Live have been devoid of truly great wrestling lately, so it was refreshing to see some top-notch matches on both brands this week as well as at Stomping Grounds. It was tough to name just one above-average outing, but the Triple Threat WWE Cruiserweight Championship match at on Sunday especially stood out to me. Those guys have been busting their butts on 205 Live for years to virtually no crowd reaction, so it was cool that they got the audience in attendance engaged in the action, not to mention that Drew Gulak's title win was long overdue.
Superstar of the Week: The New Day
Aside from Big E and Xavier Woods' loss to Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn at Sunday's Stomping Grounds pay-per-view, it's safe to say The New Day had the best week out of anyone in WWE. Kofi Kingston prevailed over Dolph Ziggler in a Steel Cage match to retain the WWE Championship before knocking off Kevin Owens, Sami Zayn and Ziggler (again) in the days that followed on Raw and SmackDown Live. As for Big E and Woods, they went on to defeat SmackDown Tag Team Champions Daniel Bryan and Rowan on those same shows. Will all of the trio be golden soon?
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, June 26
I really wanted to give this award to Stomping Grounds because of how it was one of the best pieces of programming WWE has produced in some time (though that's not saying a lot), but NXT was simply a superior show. The Breakout Tournament is extremely exciting on paper and the first match between Angel Garza and Joaquin Wilde was terrific. Meanwhile, the tag team division began to heat up, Keith Lee maintained momentum in a fun squash, and Shayna Baszler retained her NXT Women's Championship against Io Shirai in a Steel Cage main event. NXT continues to kill it weekly.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Samoa Joe vs. Ricochet: I was looking forward to this match more than any other at Stomping Grounds and it did not disappoint. I loved the David vs. Goliath dynamic of this United States Championship clash and how there never seemed to be a dull moment. I assumed Joe would retain to keep the rivalry alive with Ricochet in chase mode, but apparently WWE felt the time was right to put the belt on Ricochet and I have no complaints. Ricochet's Raw run got off to a shaky start a few months ago, but here's hoping they're ready to give him an aggressive push in the singles ranks on the red brand.
· Daniel Bryan and Rowan vs. Heavy Machinery: I had no idea what to expect from this considering the bout was barely built up in the weeks preceding the pay-per-view, but it ended up being a ton of fun with Heavy Machinery having their most memorable showing to date (and that includes NXT). They may not have come away with the SmackDown Tag Team Championship here, but their time in the title picture is far from over if their standout performance here was any indication. I'm excited for the eventual rematch.
· Ricochet vs. AJ Styles: I was surprised to see WWE book this dream match for Raw so soon after Ricochet became United States Champion. I would have saved their first major meeting for pay-per-view, but nonetheless, this was an exceptional main event. They received an ample amount of time and made the most of it. Ricochet came across like an equal to Styles and got plenty of offense in before eating defeat. I'm not a fan of champions losing non-title matches, but hopefully this sets the stage for a rematch at Extreme Rules.
· Kofi Kingston vs. Dolph Ziggler: This "Highlight" is for their 2-out-of-3 Falls match from SmackDown Live, not the Steel Cage matchup from Stomping Grounds (more on that later). I haven't been feeling this feud at all for the past month, but I'm happy they ended it on a high note. This was really, really great and reminded me of the awesome matches they had nearly a decade ago. This was very well laid out, had a hot closing stretch and gave Kingston one last decisive win over Ziggler.
· Tony Nese vs. Akira Tozawa: With automatic rematches for former champions no longer a thing, this was a logical way of determining who would face new WWE Cruiserweight Champion Drew Gulak at Extreme Rules. I was awaiting a one-on-one outing between these two while Nese was champion, and although there wasn't any gold up for grabs here, a future title shot was just as good. It was perfectly paced, both guys were on their game, and the action was incredibly entertaining. I feel Tozawa often doesn't get the credit he deserves for being as talented as he is, but it's matches like this that remind everyone what he's capable of. Nese coming out on top made sense considering he wasn't pinned to lose his title in the Triple Threat on Sunday.
· Shayna Baszler vs. Io Shirai: These two have tremendous chemistry together and this managed to top their TakeOver match in my opinion. I'm usually not a fan of interference in Steel Cage matches, but I understood why it was done here given the story they've been telling for weeks now. Shirai's post-match heel turn was the icing on the cake.
This Week's Low Points
· Seth Rollins vs. Baron Corbin: To WWE's credit, I thought the swerve with Lacey Evans being named the special guest referee (therefore ensuring that Rollins couldn't put his hands on her) was well done. However, this played out as predicable as possible. The heels had the advantage over Rollins for the entire match, and as soon as Evans announced that there would be no disqualifications, that was when Becky Lynch got involved and laid out Evans to allow Rollins to retain his title fair and square. This would have been better positioned as a main event for an episode of Raw, not a pay-per-view. Sadly, the feud will continue.
· Kofi Kingston vs. Dolph Ziggler: I'm sorry but this Steel Cage match bored me to tears. What I don't understand is that they have such great chemistry together as seen on SmackDown Live, yet they waited until Tuesday to put forth their best effort. It dragged on far longer than it should have and there wasn't the slightest bit of suspense. Part of that is likely because most fans don't view Ziggler as a legitimate threat to the WWE Championship. On the bright side, we can all move on from this now that Kingston has beaten Ziggler decisively three times.
· Kofi Kingston vs. Sami Zayn and Kevin Owens: Admittedly, I was mildly optimistic coming off Owens and Zayn's win over The New Day at Stomping Grounds that they'd be on the verge of a renewed push. Unfortunately, it didn't last long at all, as they reverted back to their losing ways the very next night on Raw. Kingston beat Zayn in clean fashion before beating Owens by count-out for some random reason. At this point, Zayn and Owens would be better off going their separate ways. Their latest reunion has been a failure.
· Braun Strowman vs. Bobby Lashley: I didn't care much for this feud to begin with, but it reached a new low this week on Raw when Strowman and Lashley faced off in a tug of war. This follows their critically-acclaimed (I kid, of course) arm wrestling contest. I realize this trash gets a lot of hits on WWE's YouTube channel, but I doubt those same people are longing for either one of these guys to be Universal Champion. They have been very badly booked in 2019 and it's such a shame.
· The Miz vs. Elias: I suppose you could argue that all of these losses will lead to fans rallying behind Miz in his quest to conquer Shane McMahon, but I believe they've had the opposite effect in that fans have officially stopped investing in him. He's not really an underdog, and instead, he's being made out to look like a loser. If he can't defeat Elias, then he's practically doomed. I would love to think that the endgame is Miz giving Shane his comeuppance at SummerSlam or some other show, but Roman Reigns is bound to be in that spot based off his recent rivalry with Shane. I have no clue where that leaves Miz or how he'll be able to rebound in this role and I doubt WWE knows, either. They ruined any momentum he had as a babyface, which was more than expected.
· 2-out-of-3 Falls and elimination matches: In case you couldn't guess, the excess amount of these match types on WWE TV is due to Vince McMahon not wanting wrestling during commercial breaks. It's only been two weeks and I'm already sick to death of these stipulations. There has to be an easier way of working around it without being so repetitive.
