Week of June 2, 2018
Match of the Week: Cedric Alexander vs. Buddy Murphy: WWE Cruiserweight Championship Match - 205 Live, May 29
We have seen some stellar Cruiserweight matches so far in 2018, but Buddy Murphy and Cedric Alexander broke the proverbial glass ceiling with their outstanding outing on Tuesday's 205 Live. Their feud has been a blast to watch over the last month. Although I figured they would work well together, they blew my expectations out of the water. They told a great story throughout where Murphy got desperate and pulled everything out of his arsenal in an attempt to put Alexander away, ultimately to no avail. Alexander's hometown crowd was on their feet by the finish. 

Superstar of the Week: Kevin Owens
To say Kevin Owens has had a rough 2018 up to this point would be an understatement, but at least he seems to be back on the right track. After qualifying for the men's Money in the Bank Ladder match two weeks ago, he made a statement at the expense of Braun Strowman and Finn Balor on Monday's Raw by crashing their contest and leaving Balor looking up at the lights. He then knocked off Bobby Roode one-on-one later on in the show. Granted, Strowman exacted revenge afterward by attacking Owens, but The Prizefighter had a good night all things considered. 

Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, May 29
It's been a while since I named 205 Live my "Show of the Week," but that doesn't mean the quality of the show has dropped off since before WrestleMania 34. Rather, it's been quite the opposite, as it has remained consistently solid week in and week out with entertaining in-ring action and logical storyline progression. The latest edition of 205 Live, however, was the best of the bunch with the aforementioned Cruiserweight Championship match in the main event slot and a very fun tag team affair kicking off the evening. That's all there was to the episode, thus making it short and sweet. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Jinder Mahal: Yes, it might come as a shock that something involving Mahal is in the "Highlights" column, but once you consider who his opponent was, it shouldn't be surprising at all. These two proved back in 2012 that they work well together and this was another entertaining outing from them with a smart layout and logical finish. Rollins retained his title and Mahal wasn't pinned or submitted, but above all else, it led nicely into the post-match attack from Elias on Rollins. That's the match I'm most interested in seeing right now for the Intercontinental Championship and is a cool addition to the Money in the Bank card.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Samoa Joe vs. Big Cass: I agree with the masses that Bryan vs. Joe one-on-one would have been a significantly better main event than this Triple Threat, but it was still solid and had its moments. I especially enjoyed it whenever Bryan and Joe interacted because they haven't battled each other since their Ring of Honor days over a decade ago. Joe forcing Bryan to pass out was the right result because it puts Joe in the men's Money in the Bank Ladder match and furthers the feud between Bryan and Cass.
· The New Day vs. The Miz, Sheamus and Cesaro: I assumed this would be a quality contest, yet not nearly as exciting as it ended up being. Seriously, the live crowd ate up everything they did! This felt like it belonged on a pay-per-view and all six stars deserve credit for a phenomenal performance here, specifically in the second half once Xavier Woods tagged in. Meanwhile, it looks like we won't know which member of New Day will be taking part in the Ladder match until Money in the Bank, and that's fine, but is there actually any intrigue over who it will be?
· Shayna Baszler vs. Dakota Kai: This program has had such a simple story with Baszler bullying Kai at every turn, and once Kai snapped on Baszler in this bout, it was glorious. Kai has breakout babyface written all over her. Of course, it would have been foolish for her to beat Baszler, but she had a strong showing in defeat and impressed a lot of people. Plus, Nikki Cross came to the aid of Kai afterward, cementing herself as the next challenger to the NXT Women's Championship.
· Ricochet vs. Chris Dijak: I have been patiently waiting for Dijak's NXT TV debut for a while now and it couldn't have come against a better opponent in Ricochet. Yes, their bout was brief, but it was a ton of fun while it lasted and Dijak showcased some of his skills in those few minutes. Here's hoping he gets a real chance to shine sooner rather than later. As for Ricochet, I'm highly anticipating his in-ring encounter with The Velveteen Dream at TakeOver: Chicago because I have no doubt they will steal the show. By the way, Ricochet jumping over the top rope and landing on his feet on this week's NXT was absolutely insane. There is apparently nothing this athletic freak can't do.
This Week's Low Points
· Women's Last Chance Gauntlet match: It's always cool to see the women close out the show, and it's even cooler that it has been commonplace over the last year. However, this wasn't nearly as memorable as it could have been given the players involved. It felt incredibly rushed with most of the eliminations happening in rapid succession with the matchup only getting good down the stretch. I will say that Ruby Riott had a hell of a performance, though, and she has a bright future on Raw if she can keep on delivering in situations such as this one. Meanwhile, I was totally fine with Banks winning because she made the most sense.
· The B-Team's Memorial Day barbecue: Raw has been back in "sports entertainment silliness" mode in recent weeks and I absolutely hate it. I get a kick out of The B-Team and they deserve credit for getting themselves over with this new gimmick of theirs, but this was terrible television and a complete waste of time. It further illustrated what a sad state Raw's tag team division is in right now and that we desperately need a credible tag team to step up. Then again, The Authors of Pain have been MIA on WWE TV for over a month now.
· "Woken" Matt Hardy and Bray Wyatt vs. The Ascension: This is in the "Low Points" column for the same reason the barbecue is: the tag team division is an afterthought on Raw these days. I dig the Hardy and Wyatt act, but they have been given zero creative freedom lately and instead have been relegated to meaningless matches, if they manage to make the show at all. I expect better from WWE when it comes to booking their tag team champions and hopefully next week's No. 1 Contender's Tag Team Battle Royal is the first step in rectifying that issue. That said, I'm not holding my breath.
· Bobby Lashley and Sami Zayn: This feud was doomed to fail as soon as as that "sisters" segment made the air last week. I couldn't care less about it by this point and I doubt there's anything they can do to change that, including a match at Money in the Bank. I'm sure it will be solid from an in-ring standpoint, but it honestly doesn't matter who wins. As for their encounter on Raw, it was fine and Zayn is doing the best with what he's given to work with, but Lashley is unbearable as a babyface.
· Naomi and Lana dance-off: Fans tend to complain about the current WWE product and rightfully so at times because it does have its fair share of flaws, but lest we forget the days of the "Divas" where dance-offs were a fixture on Raw and SmackDown almost every week. Thus, this brought back bad memories of that. I'm also confused as to what purpose this was supposed to serve. I realize they'll both be in the women's Money in the Bank Ladder match, but I can't imagine that whoever booked this thought it would get viewers more excited about their involvement in that. Here's hoping this was a one-and-done-type deal and we'll never have to suffer through anything similar to this ever again.
