Week of June 30, 2018
Match of the Week: Ricochet and Moustache Mountain vs. Undisputed Era - WWE NXT, June 27
This past week in WWE featured so many stellar matches that it was obviously difficult to choose just one, but this main event from Wednesday's NXT in particular impressed me the most. Undisputed Era continue to be the MVPs of the black-and-yellow brand with the performances they have every single week. Having outstanding opponents to work with in Ricochet and Moustache Mountain surely helped as well. This was an extremely exciting outing with all six stars shining at one point or another. In the end, it was Undisputed Era who reigned supreme. 

Superstar of the Week: Moustache Mountain
Moustache Mountain have flown under the radar in NXT for the better part of 2018 due to various injuries suffered by Tyler Bate, but they were back in full form this week, starting with a win over Undisputed Era on Monday. They repeated the feat the very next night at the NXT U.K. Championship special, this time clinching the NXT Tag Team Championship to a huge reaction from their fans in England. Finally, the duo capped off their newsworthy week by competing in the main event of NXT, and although they were defeated, it was an exceptional encounter, nonetheless. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT U.K. Championship, June 26
I had been very much looking forward to this year's WWE United Kingdom Championship Tournament since it was announced over WrestleMania weekend and it definitely did not disappoint. Night 1, which saw most of the tourney matches take place, was great, but I thought Night 2 (a.k.a. the NXT U.K. Championship special) was even better. Almost all of the matches delivered in a major way and the atmosphere was electric. It was similar to what you'd expect from a TakeOver special, never once overstaying its welcome. It's well worth seeking out. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Seth Rollins: Unlike last week, I'm more willing to include this in the "Highlights" column because of how tremendous of a title match it was. Sure, Rollins didn't win back the belt like I hoped he would, but I assume they'll be facing off again at Extreme Rules next month, hence the non-finish to this encounter. Before that, though, they were having a hell of a matchup that the live crowd was insanely electric for. That absolutely added to my enjoyment of it. Based of what we saw afterward, it's possible we get Rollins and Roman Reigns vs. Ziggler and Drew McIntyre on next week's Raw, or possibly Reigns vs. McIntyre soon.
· Bayley attacks Sasha Banks: This wasn't like those backstage brawls these two have been having in recent months. This was a full-blown ambush from Bayley and I loved every second of it. I know I wasn't the only one based off the reaction from the audience in the arena. With that in mind, was it truly a heel turn if Bayley was received as a huge babyface? Nevertheless, this was long overdue and it was excellently executed. I don't have faith that these upcoming "counseling" sessions will be any good, but time will tell.
· Rusev vs. Xavier Woods: In theory, yes, Rusev should be winning his matches in more dominant fashion heading into Extreme Rules to ensure he is viewed as much of a threat as possible to the WWE Championship. However, this was an enjoyable outing with strong showings from both men. I just don't want Woods flying under the radar once The New Day inevitably go their separate ways because he is too talented to be wasted. He looked very good in defeat here while Rusev maintained momentum with the win, so this certainly succeeded in what it set out to do.
· Team Hell No reunites: I have mixed feelings about this, just because I believe Daniel Bryan should be slotted higher up the card, especially coming off that pointless program with Big Cass (who has since been released, mind you). Despite that, the crowd went crazy for Bryan and the returning Kane hugging it out, bringing back memories of their fun run from years ago. If nothing else, they will help elevate SmackDown Live's lifeless tag team division with their reunion.
· Lio Rush debuts: I was so stoked to find out Rush had been signed by NXT late last year, but his Twitter incident back in October might have cost him television time for a few months. When he resurfaced earlier this year, he was sparingly used on the black-and-yellow brand and thus moving him to 205 Live was smart. There, he can mix it up with equally exceptional athletes and shine like the star he is. He's already off to a solid start in the Cruiserweight division with a win in his debut match on Tuesday night, also showing off some personality in the process. He is a one-of-a-kind competitor and I'm looking forward to seeing him flourish in the Cruiserweight ranks in the months to come.
This Week's Low Points
· "Woken" Matt Hardy vs. Curtis Axel: I have said this countless times in the past month, but I haven't cared too much about the feud between The B-Team and The Deleters of Worlds whatsoever. The B-Team's parodies of their opponents have been mildly amusing, but the matches have left a lot to be desired and I can't believe their Raw Tag Team Championship clash will be taking up television time at Extreme Rules. As for this outing, it was a total waste of time. Sure, Axel scored a notable victory, but the match lasted all of one minute. I'm also stunned this was how WWE followed up on that amazing WWE 24 special on The Hardyz.
· Natalya vs. Alexa Bliss: I enjoyed Bliss' pre-match promo talking about Ronda Rousey and that should be a fun feud when Rousey returns in about a month, but the subsequent Natalya vs. Bliss bout was mediocre at best. I realize she's close with Rousey, but Natalya does very little for me as a character at this point in time and I find it difficult to get excited about her beating the Raw Women's Champion, especially one week removed from Bliss regaining the gold at Money in the Bank. This would have to lead to a title match on Raw, right?
· SAnitY loses: The actual match pitting SAnitY against Jeff Hardy and The Usos was entertaining, which is why I didn't include it in the "Low Points" column. Rather, the outcome bothered me quite a bit. SAnitY made an impact in their SmackDown Live debut last week by laying out The Usos. The followup? They lose their first match on the blue brand. That doesn't exactly make me optimistic about their future. Of course, they can always bounce back and they are far from dead in the water, but it doesn't send the greatest impression to fans that they should be taken seriously.
· Paige and James Ellsworth: This was more of a minor misfire than anything, just because I have no interest in seeing Ellsworth vs. Asuka on next week's SmackDown. As I noted last week, Ellsworth is a fine addition to Carmella's act, but he might end up overshadowing her more than anything. Furthermore, WWE needs to book Asuka like an attraction again, because currently, she feels like just another woman on the roster. I don't think her match with Ellsworth will benefit her any.
· Kona Reeves vs. Max Humberto: When Reeves initially arrived in NXT, I decided to give him a chance even though I wasn't blown away by his debut match. He then wrestled a second match, and nothing changed. After his third outing on this week's episode, I remained unimpressed and therefore I have given up on the gimmick. Truth be told, he is a marginal performer at best. NXT can tweak the character all they want, but in the ring and on the mic (based off his vignettes and backstage interviews), he is nothing special. Instead, I'd prefer officials cut bait with him and put this same amount of effort into getting a guy like Chris Dijak over. He'd make more of the opportunities Reeves has been given.
