Week of June 4, 2016
Match of the Week: Dean Ambrose, Sami Zayn and Cesaro vs. Chris Jericho, Kevin Owens and Alberto Del Rio - Raw, May 30
It wasn't a stellar week for in-ring action, but at the least the main events of both Raw and SmackDown stood out in a memorable way. It was tough to decide between the two which was the Match of the Week, but I ultimately went with the six-man tag team match from Monday night because it barely beat out AJ Styles vs. Kofi Kingston. The greatest part about the upcoming Money in the Bank Ladder match is that not only will that match be remarkable but everything we're bound to get from the six competitors in the weeks preceding the event is bound to be stellar. All six Superstars have excellent chemistry together and they worked a highly entertaining contest to close out Raw this week. The babyfaces stood tall in the end, but of course, only one man can call themselves Mr. Money in the Bank after June 19th. 

Superstar of the Week: AJ Styles
Putting aside the fact he and I share the same birthday of June 2nd, this past week was a pretty phenomenal one for AJ Styles. There were plenty of questions regarding what was next for him in WWE after he failed to win the WWE World Heavyweight Championship at Extreme Rules and was unsuccessful in qualifying for the Money in the Bank Ladder match. Well, we got our answer on Monday night when he came face-to-face with a returning John Cena in an epic encounter. I can't even begin to tell you how long I've waited to see them share the same ring, so I got chills before they even started talking. They showed respect toward each other, but as it turned out, the fix was in. Styles proceeded to reunite with Club members Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson before laying out Cena, in addition to knocking off Kofi Kingston on SmackDown. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, June 1
I can't say I had high hopes for Raw on Monday night considering it was Memorial Day, but coming off an excellent episode the week prior, I was a little let down it was as forgettable as it was. Again, it was understandable due to the holiday, but the show had little to offer outside of the John Cena and AJ Styles segment and the main event. That said, SmackDown and NXT picked up the slack nicely by providing two solid shows. Much like with the Match of the Week, it's a close call between them, but it was NXT that was successful in it what set out to do, and that was getting me pumped for NXT TakeOver: The End next Wednesday. Despite the short turnaround time, the build to the special has been relatively well done and the last minute hype for it was effective. Here's hoping the strong streak of great specials continues next week. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· John Cena returns: Regardless of whether you like him or loathe him, you have to admit that it's good to have Cena back on WWE TV at long last. His one week return at the end of 2015 notwithstanding, this will be the first time Cena will be back as a regular since before the Hell in a Cell pay-per-view. Basically, I don't want to hear any complaining about him being overexposed. At any rate, this was a fantastic comeback for Cena. They gave us something to look forward to in the form of this feud with AJ Styles which, needless to say, has the potential to be phenomenal. That's a dream match fans have been waiting a decade for, so I'm sure it will live up to the hype.
· Enzo Amore and Big Cass vs. The Dudley Boyz: On an episode of Raw that was light on "Highlights," I thoroughly enjoyed this tag team match. Enzo and Cass have wonderful chemistry with The Dudley Boyz both in the ring and on the mic, resulting in a very solid tag team match on Monday night. By the way, it's becoming more evident by the week just how popular Enzo and Big Cass are. It shouldn't be long before they're WWE Tag Team Champions, but I really hope they aren't split up in the WWE Draft because officials are high on Cass.
· AJ Styles vs. Kofi Kingston: Styles and Kingston worked once against each other in singles competition earlier this year, but with the roles reversed this time around, they had fun chemistry together in this week's SmackDown main event. I was skeptical about AJ turning heel on Raw, and I still am given his babyface moveset, but if he's aligned with Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson, it can work. Furthermore, their apparent feud with The New Day could be good as long as they keep the comedic antics to a minimum. New Day are hysterical, but they should try to stay serious when in the ring with The Club.
· Sami Zayn and Dean Ambrose vs. Kevin Owens and Alberto Del Rio: This was essentially a shorter carbon copy of this week's Raw main event, but they work so well together that it's hard to complain. Of course, Zayn and Owens never disappoint when in the ring together and this was no exception. By the way, a suited Cesaro holding the Money in the Bank briefcase on top of the ladder afterward just looked right.
· Samoa Joe and Finn Balor sit-down interview: These type of settings always deliver and I absolutely loved how you could feel the tension in the air between Joe and Balor here. I don't think this feud has received the credit it deserves for being as good as it has been over the past seven months or so. Their matches and promos have all been exceptional and this was the best possible way to head into next week's Steel Cage match at NXT TakeOver: The End. As a stickler for storytelling, my favorite part of the interview was when they discussed Joe turning on Balor last fall and Joe defending his actions by saying he wasn't given the title shot he thought he was owed. That attention to detail is what I adore most about NXT.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns and Seth Rollins: Coming off Rollins' hot return last week and their heated confrontation on the next night's Raw, their face-off (or lack thereof) on this week's show was a definite disappointment. It's obvious WWE is trying to get Rollins as hated as possible, hence why he didn't say a single word in this segment. But why? He was destined to be a babyface from the moment he came back. I would have been content with this if the plan was to do a double turn at the Money in the Bank pay-per-view, but I don't get the sense that's the direction they're heading in. Hopefully they can get the feud back on track with a strong segment next week.
· Dana Brooke vs. Natalya: After their time appeared to be cut short on SmackDown the week prior, I assumed they would be given the time they deserved on Raw. Of course, I assumed wrong. If anything, the rematch was even shorter than the original, and it didn't make Natalya look too good falling for the same thing twice. There's still room for improvement as far as Brooke's in-ring work goes, but thankfully Charlotte can carry her for now. I can't say I'm excited for Charlotte and Brooke vs. Natalya and Becky Lynch at Money in the Bank.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Baron Corbin: This feud just won't end, will it? I like Corbin. I want to like Ziggler. I thought this feud would be a smart way of kicking off Corbin's main roster run by giving him a few credible victories, but he isn't any better off than he was when he arrived on Raw. Their latest match was over before it even began, and while I'm glad they kept it short, I don't know if I can exactly call it sweet. Both guys are spinning their wheels at this point and Corbin would benefit from working with fresher faces. That said, another rematch is likely in the cards for the pending pay-per-view, sadly.
· The Usos vs. Breezango: Speaking of angles that just won't end, we were treated to yet another week of meaningless matches from Breezango and The Golden Truth. The first came on Raw when The Usos made short work of Breezango. The match was whatever, but The Golden Truth were unbearable to listen to on commentary. If nothing else, Breezango's entrance theme mash-up isn't too shabby.
· The Golden Truth vs. The Dudley Boyz: What's worse than The Golden Truth on Raw? Seeing them on SmackDown, too! Seriously, I apologize for all my complaints regarding this stupid storyline, but I just oh so desperately want it to reach its conclusion. In a perfect world, I'd love to see R-Truth turn heel on Goldust and bring back the crazy conspiracy theorist from 2011, but I realize the chances of that happening are slim to none. Thus, I have to learn to deal with this horrendous program for as long as it lasts. If their likely match is positioned any higher than the Kickoff show at Money in the Bank, I will consider protesting. I will say I liked how The Dudley Boyz scored a rare win here, but that's about it.
