Week of June 6, 2015
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. Kevin Owens - Elimination Chamber, May 31
2015 has been a landmark year for incredible in-ring action, not only in WWE but the entire world of wrestling. In fact, I'd be hard-pressed to name just three of my favorite matches from the last six months, but after last Sunday, my undisputed No. 1 has to be John Cena vs. Kevin Owens from Elimination Chamber. I, among many others, was excited for this match long before it was officially announced on Raw a few weeks back; this was a dream making several months and even years in the making. I was ready to give their match high praise before the bell even rang for the brilliant build alone, but once they went to war, they held nothing back, especially Owens. I absolutely loved how he pulled moves out of his arsenal that fans of NXT hadn't seen before and it definitely gave the match a big fight feel. And let's not underestimate Cena's performance here as well, as he was every bit as excellent in this hotly-contested match as Owens was. The NXT Champion winning cleanly was simply icing on the cake, cementing Owens as a mega star in the process. 

Superstar of the Week: Neville
If I could, I would name Kevin Owens the Superstar of the Week for the third consecutive time for his win over John Cena alone, but that just wouldn't be fair to all the others who had an impressive past seven days this week, including Neville. I've been pleasantly surprised with how he's been handled since being brought up to the main roster the night after WrestleMania and this past week was no different. He kicked off the week with a decisive win over his longtime rival Bo Dallas at Elimination Chamber before following it up with yet another victory over "The Inspirational One" the next night on Raw. His momentum didn't stop there, though, as he came out on top in his outing against The New Day's Kofi Kingston on SmackDown as well. If Neville can keep this up, we might be looking at the next Mr. Money in the Bank. 

Show of the Week: WWE Elimination Chamber, May 31
With only two weeks worth of build, WWE didn't have much time to make this pay-per-view feel special, but they made up for it by stacking the card with many matches that had fans excited going in. That said, this show was by no means perfect. The two Elimination Chamber matches, while are almost always entertaining, definitely didn't deliver. The first-ever tag team Chamber match, while fun at times, was too much of a mess for it to get a thumbs up from me. As if that wasn't bad enough, the second Chamber match was total throwaway. It featured an embarrassing amount of mistakes that left me scratching my head and asking who booked it. While the in-ring action of both bouts didn't meet my lofty standards, I did like their ending outcomes. The Divas Championship match was below average, but this show was well worth watching solely for the John Cena vs. Kevin Owens and WWE World Heavyweight Championship matches. On the whole, Elimination Chamber was an entertaining event that left me looking forward to the summer season in WWE. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Dean Ambrose vs. Seth Rollins: While the rivalry between Randy Orton and Christian from 2011 is my all-time favorite feud in WWE, Ambrose vs. Rollins is coming close to taking that top spot. Their matches never cease to entertain me and their latest clash at Elimination Chamber over the WWE World Heavyweight Chamber was yet another excellent encounter. As for the finish, I didn't have any problems with it at all. The "Dusty" finish is the most overused finish in wrestling, sure, but it hasn't been used in long enough that it felt fresh and fitting when done on Sunday night. Besides, it wasn't the right time for Rollins to drop the strap, and it also set up their rematch at Money in the Bank nicely.
· Ryback wins the Intercontinental Championship: At last, Ryback is a champion! I didn't care much for the Elimination Chamber match he won it in (more on that later). As a matter of fact, it was downright terrible, but the moment of Ryback capturing his first piece of singles gold in WWE was a special one. He's come a long way since appearing on Tough Enough nearly a decade ago, and everything he's done to rejuvenate his career since his October return has made him deserving of a championship run. It's encouraging to see that his reign is off to a strong start with a non-title win over Stardust on SmackDown.
· 'Miz TV': I know people weren't clamoring for him to return, but it's nice to have The Miz back on WWE programming (then again, I'm a 'Mizfit', so of course I'm going to say that). He didn't fare too well on Raw, but his 'Miz TV' segments on the Elimination Chamber Kickoff show and on SmackDown this week were great. His back-and-forth with Daniel Bryan (who revealed he wasn't retiring, yes yes yes!) was highly entertaining while his confrontation with Lana furthered her respective storyline with the injured Rusev.
· Prime Time Players: I've been a longtime supporter of the Prime Time Players dating back to their early beginnings in 2012 and it's great to see them finally getting their due. I was pleasantly surprised to see them the final team remaining in the Elimination Chamber and was really pulling for them to win the WWE Tag Team Championship. They followed up their impressive showing at the event with wins on both Raw and SmackDown, becoming the new No. 1 Contenders to the twin titles on the latter show.
· Finn Balor vs. Rhyno: This wasn't a must-see main event for NXT, but I thoroughly enjoyed it and thought both guys put forth a good effort. With Balor the No. 1 Contender to the NXT Championship, it's important he garners all the momentum he can before he contends for the title on the July 4th special (which should be spectacular), and he can't do that in one-sided matches against enhancement talent. Rhyno hasn't done much of note since coming to NXT, granted, but beating him is at least worth something. Rhyno's subsequent heel turn was also well done and the Gore out of nowhere on the stage made for an incredible visual.
This Week's Low Points
· Elimination Chamber matches: Elimination Chamber matches are quite like Money in the Bank matches in that it's rare they go awry and it's hard to name a bad MITB/Chamber match. Well, we finally got our first two duds on Sunday night and it's a shame they had to happen on the same night. I appreciated them trying something new with the tag team Chamber, but the amount of teams in one steel structure was just too much and there were too many awkward spots. Meanwhile, the Intercontinental Championship Chamber match was a complete mess from start to finish. I didn't mind who won each match, but everything that came before the winners were named was unspectacular.
· Divas division: I really thought the Divas division was back on the right track when the "Give Divas a Chance" storyline started a few months back, but already they're back to being booked atrociously. The Divas Championship match at Elimination Chamber was filled with sloppy spots and wasn't given the time it should have been, while the apparent heel turn from The Bella Twins the next night on Raw had me shaking my head. It's high time Vince McMahon (or whoever) gives up booking the ladies and leaves it up to Triple H to work his magic. The lack of consistency with the Divas is beyond ridiculous.
· Roman Reigns runs the gauntlet: Look, I understood what they were going for: The Authority wanted Reigns to prove himself going into Money in the Bank, but why put him in the match to begin with? All three matches Reigns contested on Raw were good to great, but WWE has to know that overexposing him isn't going to do him any good; that's why got him in hot water with fans during WrestleMania season. If they want to avoid that happening again, don't have him beat three people they'd rather see in the Ladder match.
· Big Show returns: I respect the hell out of Paul Wight, but Big Show needs to go away. He has been in WWE for over a decade and simply put, he's done everything there is to do. What left is there for him to do? Worse yet, he's constantly positioned as a top level guy with too much TV time, so hopefully this Intercontinental Championship pursuit will keep him out of the main event scene for the meantime. At the very least, his feud with Ryback is something fresh, so I'll remain open-minded.
· The Vaudevillians vs. Jason Jordan and Marcus Louis: I'm glad The Vaudevillians are back after a lengthy absence (did Creative have nothing for them in the last few months?), but their match with Jordan and Louis on NXT this past week was just bizarre. When Jordan said last week that he already had a tag team partner in mind, I figured it was someone who was a member of The Shoot Nation, not Louis who has been directionless for... well, ever. He has no upside, so I'm struggling to think of why he's still around. Hopefully this was just a one-off and Jordan will debut a new partner next week. Chad Gable, anyone?
