Week of June 6, 2020

Match of the Week:
Seth Rollins vs. Aleister Black (Raw, June 1)
The ongoing angle with Seth Rollins and Rey Mysterio has been one of the best things going on Raw recently. However, the highlight of the latest chapter of their story being told on Monday's Raw was Rollins going one-on-one with Aleister Black in the night's opener as it was a gem of a match. They were given a ton of time and it only got better and more exciting as it progressed. I wasn't expecting Black to pick up the victory, but I'm very happy he did. I was worried he would get overshadowed in this feud, but thankfully, that has not been the case so far.
Superstar of the Week:
Bayley and Sasha Banks
The WWE's women's tag team division has been depleted for almost a year, so putting the belts back on Bayley and Sasha Banks was absolutely the right call. The match they had with Alexa Bliss and Nikki Cross on Friday's SmackDown was better than I thought it would be and the finish was a pleasant surprise. Most importantly, Bayley and Banks becoming the new WWE Women's Tag Team Champions furthers their story and should lead to them eventually turning on each other, preferably in time for SummerSlam in August. They elevate those titles simply by holding them.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT, June 3
Raw was decent on Monday night and SmackDown continued its streak of above-average shows, but I'd remiss if I didn't give NXT the nod this week. It was the final episode ahead of TakeOver: In Your House on Sunday and, as always, the black-and-gold brand did an excellent job of getting fans excited for the event. It was also quite the newsworthy night between Breezango returning and El Hijo del Fantasma winning the NXT Cruiserweight Championship, not to mention that the mini Prime Target documentaries were very well done.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Asuka vs. Charlotte Flair: As much as I loathe champion vs. champion matches because of how overdone they are and how very rarely anyone benefits from them, I can't complain about getting the usual quality contest from Flair and Asuka. They never cease to work well together, so I'm not at all surprised that this was as enjoyable as it was. Of course, Asuka losing by count-out was lame, but I understand it was done to further the feud between Asuka and Nia Jax ahead of Backlash. It's a real shame Asuka vs. Flair hardly feels special anymore because of how much it's been done over the past two years and I'd be content if they just left it alone.
· Apollo Crews vs. Kevin Owens: Of all the people I thought may accept Crews' open challenge, Owens did not lead my list. That said, this was a fun match while it lasted. Owens seemed to tease turning heel beforehand, but I really hope that isn't the direction he's headed in. He hasn't been a babyface for very long and is better off in that role for right now. Andrade and Angel Garza getting involved protected both Crews and Owens and allows them to go back to this at some point.
· Lacey Evans vs. Sonya Deville: Much like their encounter last week, this was an excellent match. Deville attacking Evans before the bell was a nice touch and established that she hates Evans with a passion. It was refreshing to see them work with a sense of urgency because it feels like we don't get that much nowadays at all from the men or women. I could have done without Mandy Rose distracting Deville from the Titanton and costing her the win, but it does set up a possible rematch between the two for Backlash next week.
· AJ Styles vs. Drew Gulak: This came together organically during Styles' verbal exchange with Daniel Bryan. It's amazing how Gulak went from technically being a free agent a few weeks ago when his WWE contract expired to now not only being back on SmackDown but also beating AJ Styles. That's a hell of a turnaround. It helps that this was a very well-wrestled match to boot. If Styles wins the Intercontinental Championship next week, Gulak should get the first shot.
· Drake Maverick vs. El Hijo del Fantasma: I was glad NXT positioned this as the main event of Wednesday's show, even though it had nothing to do with TakeOver: In Your House on Sunday. Between the talented competitors involved, Maverick's story and the uncertainty surrounding the outcome, this had everything going for it. It would have been even better with an actual crowd in attendance, but other than that, this was a terrific piece of business. The finish played out how I figured it would, which is to say that it was booked perfectly with Fantasma becoming the new (Interim?) NXT Cruiserweight Champion and Maverick barely coming up short. I have no problem with Maverick getting rehired if he had actually been fired this entire time.
· Breezango vs. Undisputed Era vs. Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch: It's no secret that NXT's tag team division lacks depth at the moment, especially with The BroserWeights effectively over due to Matt Riddle heading to the main roster. Thus, Breezango couldn't have returned at a better time. This was a solid Triple Threat with Breezango earning a future shot at the NXT Tag Team Championship.
This Week's Low Points
· Nia Jax vs. Kairi Sane: As great as Sane is, she's no miracle worker. It was evident the first two times that she wrestled Jax in April that they don't have very good chemistry together, yet WWE had Jax squash her again this week on Raw because she'll be facing Asuka at Backlash. The fact Sane was injured again at the hands of Jax is hardly shocking and further proves that she was called up to the main roster way too soon. She's injured so many people over the years that I think a case can be made for her being sent back down to developmental to improve. She doesn't bring much to the table in my opinion and should not be in this spot.
· Billie Kay vs. Nikki Cross: I'm sorry but I can't bring myself to care about The IIconics whatsoever. Putting them in singles competition is even worse, especially Kay who is inferior to Peyton Royce in my opinion. I've said this before, but they didn't change anything about their characters upon coming back from a near-six-month absence. I don't know if The IIconics will still be owed a shot at the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship now that Sasha Banks and Bayley are the titleholders.
· Drew McIntyre vs. MVP: As a match, this was perfectly fine and served its purpose in giving McIntyre another dominant victory before he defends his WWE Championship against Bobby Lashley at Backlash. The reason I put this in the "Low Points" column is because the stuff with Lana is almost unbearable. Maybe they want to drag out Lashley splitting from her once and for all, but I don't understand why. It's not a compelling story and Lana adds nothing to his act. Lashley and MVP, however, are the perfect pairing.
· The Miz and John Morrison bully Braun Strowman: How the hell were Miz and Morrison not arrested for vandalizing Strowman's car? In all seriousness, these segments made for poor television and weren't entertaining. Miz and Morrison are tremendous together, but WWE has failed to make them look like threats to the Universal Championship and them terrorizing Strowman on SmackDown did nothing to change that. This whole feud feels like complete filler.
· Santana Garrett vs. Aliyah: In case you missed it on WWE's YouTube channel last week, Robert Stone is now a manager without a client after Chelsea Green fired him. He apparently has his sights set on Aliyah, who has been the ultimate utility player in NXT for almost five years now. You'd think Aliyah would have won here to begin building credibility for herself as Stone's next client, but nope, she lost again. I'm not complaining as I don't find Aliyah to be very good at all, but it's just strange booking. The match was a total afterthought as a result. Truth be told, I'd rather see them push Garrett. She's been appearing on NXT TV on and off for years but has yet to get a real shot. I'd love to think that this was the start of them focusing on her, but her win felt overshadowed.
· Oney Lorcan vs. Tehuti Miles: This was a minor "Low Point." It wasn't terrible by any means, but it is odd that Miles would lose so quickly after beating Danny Burch last week. I'm curious whether Miles will be a regular on 205 Live going forward or if this was just a one-and-done-type feud and he'll go back to being a jobber. Either way, this didn't make for the most exciting opener on 205 Live.
