WEEK OF JUNE 8, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: THE SHIELD VS. RANDY ORTON AND TEAM HELL NO - RAW, JUNE 3
This shouldn't come as any real surprise considering the fact that The Shield have consistently put on excellent matches since arriving on the WWE scene in November. Their latest match saw them clash with familiar foes Team Hell No and Randy Orton on this week's edition of Monday Night Raw. As expected, the match definitely delivered and certainly earned the right to be called the match of the week. The Shield diabolically dissected Kane in the early going, picking their spots on The Big Red Monster. Once Randy Orton got the tag in, the XL Center in Hartford (where I was in attendance) immediately exploded. Say what you will about his stagnant babyface character, but Orton is way over with the audience. The same can be said for Daniel Bryan, who received a monstrous pop upon entering the bout. In the end, though, the treacherous trio emerged victorious after United States Champion Dean Ambrose pinned Daniel Bryan for the win. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: DANIEL BRYAN
Since losing the WWE Tag Team Championships to The Shield at last month's Extreme Rules event, Daniel Bryan has been on an absolute roll. His last few matches have been some of the best in recent memory, with his new-found intensity and aggressive antics playing a major factor in that. Moreover, Bryan has the WWE Universe right in the palm of his hands. I was in attendance for this week's Raw in Hartford, and I can honestly say that Bryan received one of the loudest reactions of the night. His matches against The Shield and Ryback this week were all very well wrestled, where The American Dragon was on the winning end of two of the three matches he competed in. It's only a matter of time before he is contention for a World Championship once again. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: MONDAY NIGHT RAW - JUNE 3, 2013
Once again, I'm torn between this week's editions of Monday Night Raw and Friday Night SmackDown. Both were entertaining episodes, but in different forms. Although SmackDown was the better overall program, nothing beats being at Raw live at the XL Center in Hartford, CT. I received tickets to the show as a birthday gift the night prior and couldn't have been any more excited to attend. Seeing Vince and Stephanie McMahon return at the start of the show was certainly a special moment, and we (the live crowd) reacted accordingly. Everything else that followed felt like filler, but it was definitely enhanced by being there live. Seeing the likes of Sheamus, Chris Jericho and other top-tier stars in person was very cool. Thankfully, the final half hour of the show was ended on a high note with Ryback taking on Daniel Bryan and John Cena taking on Curtis Axel in a No Disqualification match. The fact I was able to get a picture with Bob Backlund on the way out undoubtedly made it an unforgettable night. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Vince and Stephanie McMahon return: It's been awhile since we last saw the McMahons on WWE television, so it was nice to see them make an appearance at the start of Raw. Unfortunately, it didn't lead to much of an increase in the ratings, but it was a pleasant surprise to see them, nonetheless.
· Randy Orton: Orton has seem much more motivated since appearing in front of his hometown crowd at Extreme Rules. He's been in desperate need of a change in character for years now, and it seems like we're finally getting it. I don't consider his RKO to Daniel Bryan to be a heel turn just yet, but I do highly anticipate their upcoming feud that was foreshadowed this week.
· Sheamus: Two good matches on Raw and Main Event respectively and a nice segment with Damien Sandow on SmackDown made this one of Sheamus' best weeks in a good while. I was growing worried that this feud with Sandow was going to be one giant waste of time, but I was glad to see Sandow get the upper hand over The Celtic Warrior on Friday night.
· Curtis Axel: Once again, Axel had a breakout week that did a great deal in building him up to be a future star in the business. With a count-out victory over John Cena on Raw and pin-fall win over Chris Jericho on SmackDown, there's no denying that Axel is destined for greatness.
· Ryback: His all-new intensity has helped him make look like a true threat to John Cena and his WWE Championship going into Payback. His attacks on Cena, Daniel Bryan and Kane this week were all excellently done and made for cool visuals. I don't expect Ryback to win the title at the pay-per-view, but it's good to see that WWE is at least attempting to make him look like Cena's equal.
· The Usos: I'm happy to see The Usos finally being used properly after years of being utilized as enhancement talent. Their wins on Raw and Main Event respectively this week were beneficial in building their credibility as they set their sights on the WWE Tag Team Championships.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Big E Langston and Alberto Del Rio: Same shit, different week. Don't get me wrong, the match was fine for what it was and there wasn't anything wrong with it. However, I do have a problem with seeing this bout for the fifth time in a two week period. Thankfully, Dolph Ziggler is due back next week, which should breath new life into his feud with Del Rio.
· The Great Khali vs. Fandango: What in the blue hell happened here? The match was tremendously terrible and ended awkwardly with The Miz preventing Fandango from walking out, only to get ambushed by Wade Barrett from behind. I might have been more confusing to me since I was was there live and didn't have the commentators to clear things up, but this was a bout that definitely didn't need to happen.
· The Miz vs. Wade Barrett: Same as above. We've seen these two compete against one another one too many times in the last few months, so this bout was nothing out of the ordinary. Why did Fandango help Miz score the victory over Barrett after The Awesome One almost attempted to make him lose his match minutes prior? Absolutely asinine if you ask me.
· Chris Jericho and Paul Heyman contract signing: This wasn't bad by any means, but it unfortunately didn't live up to my high expectations. As much as I enjoy Jericho, I will admit his actions in putting the contract down Heyman's pants were rather odd. On the bright side, this did a fine job of building towards Jericho's pending match with CM Punk at Payback.
· Kaitlyn and The Funkadactlys vs. The Bella Twins and AJ Lee: A sleeper of a match. The Divas put forth a good effort in this bout, but I was there live and can tell you that no one cared whatsoever. Why hasn't AJ received her Divas title shot already?
