Week of June 8, 2019
Match of the Week: Johnny Gargano vs. Adam Cole: NXT Championship Match - NXT TakeOver: XXV, June 1
I loved the hell out of their original encounter at NXT TakeOver: New York (I maintain it's the greatest NXT match of all-time), so I was interested to see how Johnny Gargano and Adam Cole would top themselves when they clashed in a rematch for the NXT Championship at TakeOver: XXV. Sure enough, their latest match was nothing short of spectacular. From drama to suspense to exhilarating action, it had everything you would possibly want in a main event. Cole beating Gargano to clinch his first NXT Championship was merely the icing on the cake.
Superstar of the Week: Kofi Kingston
Even with the WWE product being in a seemingly inescapable rut at the moment, Kofi Kingston continues to shine and hold onto his WWE Championship against all odds. After toppling Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn in tag team action on Tuesday's SmackDown Live, he put his gold up for grabs against Dolph Ziggler at Super ShowDown. The hard-fought battle ended with Kingston retaining his title, but their feud isn't over yet. They'll do battle again at Stomping Grounds inside a steel cage. I'd argue Kingston has been one of the better booked WWE champs in recent memory.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT TakeOver: XXV, June 1
As atrocious as Super ShowDown was, at least we had the gem of a show that was NXT TakeOver: XXV last Saturday. Of course, the TakeOver specials never cease to deliver, but this installment was especially exceptional. All five matches ranged from good to great, the opener was outstanding, The Street Profits finally became NXT Tag Team Champions, and Adam Cole and Johnny Gargano produced yet another instant classic. It's shows such as this that remind me why I'm a wrestling fan. Needless to say, it was far and away better than anything else I saw on WWE TV this week.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· NXT Tag Team Championship Ladder match: NXT has hosted a handful of Ladder matches over the years, and while all of them have been a blast, this one from TakeOver: XXV had to have been the most brutal yet. Everyone involved put forth an amazing effort, but Kyle O'Reilly and Bobby Fish especially deserve a raise coming out of this car crash. There were so many moments where my jaw was nearly on the floor. Plus, the finish couldn't have been booked any better with Montez Ford leaping onto the ladder and clinching the tag titles for himself and Angelo Dawkins. Their win was a long time coming.
· Matt Riddle vs. Roderick Strong: Strong has been with NXT for almost three years at this point and he's still one of the most underrated athletes in the entire company. The guy is tremendous, and when you put him in there with someone as great as he is like Riddle, they make magic. This might have been the best pure wrestling match I have seen in WWE all year. Just hard-hitting, highly physical stuff from start to finish. Riddle's victory should propel him into the NXT Championship picture against Adam Cole, who he's beaten before.
· Ricochet vs. Cesaro: While this was probably the weakest of the three matches they've had so far, I decided to include it in the "Highlights" column because, well, Raw didn't have many of them this week. There's no doubt that these two work wonderfully together and that third hour should be used to give us enjoyable matches like this one. I was happy to see Ricochet pick up the decisive victory, but based off Cesaro's post-match attack, it doesn't look like their rivalry is over yet. Is a Best of 5 Series on the horizon?
· Alexa Bliss vs. Charlotte Flair vs. Carmella: First and foremost, let me state how stupid it is that a Raw wrestler is the number one contender to the SmackDown Women's Championship. They might as well call it a day for the Brand Split because it doesn't get any dumber than that. On the bright side, this was a fun Triple Threat match with a nice pace. I was shocked Flair didn't win, but Bliss wasn't much better. Hopefully Bayley can get revenge on Bliss from their feud in 2017.
· Drew Gulak vs. Akira Tozawa: Tozawa was originally scheduled to go one-on-one with Noam Dar, but Gulak attacked Dar before the bell and took his place. Aside from a few NXT TV appearances, Gulak hasn't been seen on 205 Live in almost a month. He returned with a vengeance here and had a damn good match with Tozawa. Then again, I'm sure they've had no less than a dozen matches against each other since the dawn of the Cruiserweight division, so that was hardly a surprise. Tozawa has been on a roll recently and appeared to be next in line for a shot at Tony Nese's WWE Cruiserweight Championship. That might have changed now that Gulak has beat him. The only issue is that we've seen Nese defeat Gulak before.
· Mia Yim vs. Bianca Belair: It's cool we've had this feud going on outside of the NXT Women's Championship picture for a while now. It helps that they have strong chemistry and this was another quality contest from them. Hopefully Yim can now move on to title contention now that she's beaten Belair in back-to-back bouts.
This Week's Low Points
· Charlotte Flair vs. Lacey Evans: I realize that Evans and Flair had a falling out on last week's SmackDown Live when Evans attacked by Flair, but there was no point in having them go one-on-one on Raw. Since both women are heels, the crowd had zero incentive to cheer for either of them and they sat on their hands as a result. What's worse is that WWE was likely aware of how flat the reaction would be to this and thus they had Becky Lynch stand at ringside the entire time. Lynch vs. Evans for the Raw Women's Championship has since been announced for Stomping Grounds and I'm not sure why. When was the last time she won a match?
· Nikki Cross vs. Peyton Royce: Everything about this was a complete mess. First of all, I thought Cross and Lynch would challenge for the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship eventually based off their win over The IIconics last week, but it looks like Cross and Alexa Bliss are back to being a team instead. Not only that, but this bout was mediocre at best. On top of all that, the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship continue to be completely meaningless. I'm curious why WWE bothers to keep them around if they serve no purpose.
· Goldberg vs. The Undertaker: No one was clamoring for this match in 2019, and while I understand that this event needed an attraction, this match was not the answer. In fact, it proved to be a safety hazard more than anything else with Goldberg and Undertaker nearly hurting themselves here. They started off strong and it was all downhill after that. The final few minutes were just plain awful and I felt bad for both men. Please let this be the end of the old-timers facing each other in pay-per-view main events.
· Randy Orton vs. Triple H: It's safe to say that these two have never had the strongest in-ring chemistry together and therefore this match did not need to last as long as it did. The first three-quarters of it were slow and plodding and only down the stretch did the crowd come alive for it when they started kicking out of finishers. In other words, this was a glorified house show main event. If nothing else, I liked that Orton won in clean fashion. That was a pleasant surprise.
· Roman Reigns vs. Shane McMahon: I have been very vocal in recent weeks about how much I loathe this feud and how I feel it's harming certain Superstars more than it's helping them. Putting the ridiculous finish aside for a second, Reigns selling for Shane for a majority of the match was comical. I can't believe that Reigns has defeated much, much bigger names with ease yet struggled to put Shane away at Super ShowDown. Shane beating Reigns (albeit after interference from Drew McIntyre) means we haven't seen the last of this rivalry, unfortunately. I'm sure we'll see Reigns get his win back over Shane at Extreme Rules, but before that, look for Reigns to beat McIntyre yet again when they face off at the Stomping Grounds pay-per-view in two weeks. Ugh.
· Lars Sullivan vs. The Lucha House Party: By and large, I think Sullivan's main roster run has gotten off to a solid start, but he should have squashed Lucha House Party and moved on. Instead, WWE made matters more complicated than they needed to be by having the trio get disqualified at Super ShowDown and then get attacked afterward.
