Week of June 9, 2018
Match of the Week: Mustafa Ali vs. Buddy Murphy - 205 Live, June 5
Both Buddy Murphy and Mustafa Ali have been two of the biggest MVPs not only on 205 Live this year but also in the entire WWE. They never cease to deliver whenever they step in the ring, so it shouldn't have come as any surprise that they delivered an excellent outing when they went one-on-one again this past week on the show. Although they have done battle before, the two still managed to go above and beyond and contest the best bout all week. Unfortunately, the thrilling matchup came to an abrupt end thanks to interference from Hideo Itami. 

Superstar of the Week: Finn Balor
Finn Balor has to be considered one of the favorites to become Mr. Money in the Bank based off the past few weeks he's had. In the main event of Monday's Raw, he rekindled his rivalry with Kevin Owens and took the former Universal Champion to his limit. Granted, it wasn't the most memorable match they've ever had, but it was entertaining enough to be one of the bright spots of an otherwise abysmal show. At any rate, Balor won by disqualification before ascending the ladder afterward and posing with the briefcase, sending a message to his opponents next Sunday in the process. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, June 6
There can be no denying that NXT is firing on all cylinders heading into TakeOver: Chicago next weekend. This week's edition of NXT did a wonderful job of getting me hyped up for the event by furthering several feuds and featuring a handful of quality matches. From Kairi Sane and Lacey Evans blowing off their recent rivalry to Johnny Gargano and Tommaso Ciampa taking their bad blood to new heights, it was a highly enjoyable hour of wrestling. Now the question is whether the brand can top itself in Chicago after the tremendous TakeOver they produced over WrestleMania weekend. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins and Roman Reigns vs. Elias and Jinder Mahal: As previously noted, I found this week's Raw to be below-average, but I did enjoy the first half hour or so of the show with these four clashing in tag team action. Mind you, it was fairly formulaic early on, but once they picked up the pace, it turned into a solid match. The best part was Elias pinning Rollins for the victory, which was imperative in establishing him as a worthy contender to the Intercontinental Championship. I don't expect him to walk away with the title in Chicago, but as long as he has a breakout performance, that will be what matters most.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Becky Lynch: These two longtime friends/foes have had terrific chemistry dating back to their first feud back in early 2016 and always work well together. The women of SmackDown Live had a strong presence on Tuesday night and I was happy Flair and Lynch had the chance to contest the great match they're capable of. Lynch winning clean was simply the cherry on top and it was a victory she desperately needed. I would love for WWE to go back to this rivalry after the pay-per-view.
· The New Day vs. The Miz, Samoa Joe and Rusev: This was basically the same match we saw last week just with Joe and Rusev replacing The Bar, but it was a quality outing, nevertheless. Despite what your thoughts might be on New Day's outrageous obsession with pancakes, they continue to find a way to have one of the better bouts of the night each week. We still have no clue which member of New Day will be partaking in the Money in the Bank Ladder match, but as I've said in recent weeks, I believe it will be Big E because he has the most singles potential of the three.
· AJ Styles and Shinsuke Nakamura contract signing: When it was announced on social media last week that this would be happening on SmackDown, I rolled my eyes because contract signings are so overdone. That said, I appreciated the approach to this with it taking place backstage and being relatively short and sweet. Even better was that it didn't end in predictable fashion (a.k.a. violence), so this was excellently executed all around.
· Johnny Gargano and Tommaso Ciampa brawl: There is no hotter feud in WWE today than this one between Gargano and Ciampa. Although it looked like the program peaked with their Unsanctioned match in New Orleans, they have only raised the bar in the two months since then. Look no further than this brawl from Wednesday night, which was beyond bloody and brutal. The storytelling has been spectacular, but it remains to be seen if they can top themselves in Chicago. A Street Fight isn't too different from an Unsanctioned matchup, so they will have their work cut out for them at TakeOver in terms of delivering something completely unique. However, I have hope they can do just that.
This Week's Low Points
· Nia Jax vs. Natalya: Both Jax and Natalya are suffering an identity crisis at the moment, and thus it wasn't shocking in the slightest that this wasn't a good match. Even from an in-ring standpoint, it offered nothing of substance and largely bored me. It looked liked Jax technically turned heel last week, yet she was back to smiling and embracing the audience on this show. With Natalya, it's extremely obvious she will be turning on Rousey sooner rather than later, which is why I hope she doesn't become Ms. Money in the Bank next Sunday. That would be too predictable of a path to take when there's better options to go with.
· Bobby Lashley and Sami Zayn: Another week, another "Low Point" for the feud between Lashley and Zayn. The crowd couldn't have cared less about any of this and who can blame them? It was terrible. As I noted last week, Zayn is doing the best he can with the material he's being given, but even he feels wasted in this role when we know how entertaining of a heel he can be. Meanwhile, the longer this program goes on for, the more damage that is done to Lashley. He's quickly becoming unbearable as a babyface.
· Raw Tag Team Championship No. 1 Contender's Battle Royal: This is nothing new, but Raw's tag team division needs a serious overhaul and fast. I enjoy the act of "Woken" Matt Hardy and Bray Wyatt, but their pre-match promo paled in comparison to their past work and I believe they are being limited creatively. Then the Battle Royal exposed just how weak the tag team scene is on Monday nights nowadays. It was total throwaway and the fact it came down to The B-Team and Heath Slater and Rhyno was downright disappointing. God help us all if The B-Team win the tag titles.
· Big Cass promo: I tried to give Cass as many opportunities as possible to impress me, but so far, he just hasn't. He's pretty mediocre in the ring and although it seemed he was getting more comfortable on the mic when he first came back, his latest promo on SmackDown Live was more of the same. I can't say I'm excited whatsoever for his match at Money in the Bank against Daniel Bryan. Fingers crossed Bryan wins clean (again) and we can put this rivalry to rest once and for all.
· Karl Anderson vs. Harper: While this was far from a bad bout, it was exactly what you'd expect it to be at only a few minutes in length and did nothing to get me to look forward the SmackDown Tag Team Championship match at Money in the Bank. This feud simply exists for the sake of existing. I'm glad they'll be on the card at the pay-per-view, but SmackDown's tag team division fell off a cliff after WrestleMania for whatever reason. It doesn't help that The Bludgeon Brothers are barely on the program and that Anderson and Luke Gallows aren't around much, either. Sure, Anderson scored the big upset here, but I highly doubt he and Gallows will win the twin titles from Harper and Rowan.
