Week of March 11, 2017
Match of the Week: Randy Orton vs. AJ Styles: WWE Championship No. 1 Contender's Match - SmackDown Live, March 7
Yes, for the third straight week, a No. 1 Contender's match was held to determine who would face Bray Wyatt for the WWE Championship at WrestleMania, for real this time! In all seriousness, although I was originally skeptical about Randy Orton vs. AJ Styles for the first time ever being given away on free television, they contested a hell of a match and the best bout all week. They obviously have a tremendous chemistry together, as those final few minutes were just fantastic. Here's hoping it isn't long before we see them square off again. 

Superstar of the Week: Austin Aries
I anxiously awaited the day that Austin Aries stepped back into the ring after suffering an eye injury late last year. And that day came on Monday night. Immediately following Neville's successful defense of the WWE Cruiserweight Championship, Aries conducted an interview with the champ, and when he felt he was being disrespected, he laid him out to the adulation of the audience. On 205 Live, Aries announced that he was a member of the Cruiserweight division, and wasted no time in setting his sights on the title. Later that evening, he beat Tony Nese in a highly competitive contest. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, March 6
More often than not, during a week where there is a pay-per-view, that event is often what earns the "Show of the Week" Award. But not Fastlane, which was absolutely awful in my opinion. I'm not exaggerating, either. I honestly thought that was one of the worst overall events WWE has produced in several years and it failed to get me excited about WrestleMania 33. Thankfully, the next night's Raw was an incredible improvement. The Undertaker officially returned and laid out Roman Reigns, Austin Aries made a major statement, and above all else, the Chicago crowd was electric from start to finish. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Samoa Joe vs. Sami Zayn: If you were expecting a barn-burner of a bout between these two at Fastlane, then you might have been slightly underwhelmed. However, at this stage of Joe's main roster run, this match was exactly what it needed to be. Joe largely dominated Zayn throughout and Zayn looked good in defeat. Anyone claiming he is "buried" needs to realize that he is an underdog. It isn't as if he's losing inconsequential matches to Bo Dallas. This served as an enjoyable opener to the event and was one of the few true good things on the entire card. I'm looking forward to the eventual rematch.
· Neville vs. Jack Gallagher: A majority of the main roster Cruiserweight matches have fallen flat with crowds, but Neville and Gallagher undoubtedly stole the show at Fastlane. It was a fast-paced, high-energy match where both competitors put forth a valiant effort. I didn't think for a second there was a chance Neville was relinquishing the title so soon, but Gallagher gave him one hell of a fight, especially at the end. Neville's pending program with Austin Aries should be exceptional considering the star power involved.
· The Undertaker and Roman Reigns: This was the exciting ending Raw needed on Monday night. It was all but confirmed at the Royal Rumble that these two were on a collision course toward WrestleMania when Reigns eliminated Undertaker from the Rumble match, but it was unknown how the 'Mania match would be set up. Well, now we know. My only two gripes with this segment was how weak Braun Strowman looked by backing down to 'Taker. Secondly, why couldn't Undertaker have cost Reigns the match at Fastlane so Strowman didn't have to be beaten clean?
· Goldberg and Brock Lesnar: I honestly didn't care much for how Goldberg won the Universal Championship in such predictable fashion at Fastlane, but the follow-up on Raw was well done. Lesnar has looked like a loser every time he and Goldberg have come face-to-face, so he was due to get one over on his adversary. Interestingly enough, this was the first big bump Goldberg has taken since WrestleMania 20. He can afford to appear to be vulnerable from time to time.
· Kevin Owens and Chris Jericho: Jericho costing Owens the Universal Championship on Sunday night was the only outcome that made sense, and their segment that kicked off Monday's Raw was strong. Just because Jericho is now a babyface doesn't mean he can't still do the things that made him popular as a heel to begin with, such as "The List" and calling people stupid idiots and whatnot. Meanwhile, Owens was awesome while in serious mode, determined to make Jericho pay for his actions and wanting to take his United States Championship in the process. The build to their bout at WrestleMania should be a ton of fun in the weeks ahead and I look forward to what else they have in store.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. TJ Perkins: It was weird for Perkins to be in NXT without any explanation, but I can't complain when he and Nakamura contested a fun main event on this week's show. They worked well against each other and it allowed Nakamura to build momentum heading into his NXT Championship rematch at TakeOver: Orlando.
This Week's Low Points
· Cesaro vs. Jinder Mahal: This match should really speak for itself in terms of why it's in the "Low Points" column. It was painfully obvious on Sunday night that WWE was merely killing time because they knew the main event was going to run short, but doing so with matches such as this one is not the answer. Don't get me wrong, I always enjoy Cesaro's work, but Mahal does absolutely nothing for me. Worse yet, this bout should have been a short squash, yet it wasn't. In fact, it was eight minutes long, a whole eight minutes longer than it needed to be. Someone should test Mahal for the Wellness Policy because he does not look good whatsoever.
· Big Show vs. Rusev: I'm glad Show is seemingly back in a regular role on Raw heading into WrestleMania, where his match with Shaq is hopefully still in the cards, but this was another match that just did not need to happen at Fastlane. The last thing fans wanted to see was another inconsequential eight minute match between two Superstars who are directionless right now. The teased tension between Rusev and Mahal doesn't interest me in the slightest, so hopefully that doesn't lead to anything and is cut short immediately.
· The New Day: I think it's safe to say that New Day's shtick has finally jumped the shark. It's great that they're still apparently selling merchandise and whatnot, but their segments become more and more unbearable by the week. The only way this "ice cream" angle can be salvaged is if Vanguard 1, property of The Broken Hardyz, flies out of their damn freezer at WrestleMania 33, and I don't expect that to happen. The fact they're hosting WrestleMania at all shows how badly they're floundering at the moment, and neither of their segments at Fastlane or on Raw served a purpose.
· Raw women's division: Instead of listing off all the women's matches from Raw I didn't like, I figured I would bunch them into one bullet point. First and foremost, Sasha Banks vs. Nia Jax was a mediocre match at best, and Banks winning clean did nothing to preserve any momentum Jax might have had. Then, Charlotte Flair and Bayley had a decent match, but Bayley ending Charlotte's two year-long streak felt premature. Finally, Banks vs. Bayley was disappointing as well. What a mess.
· Shane McMahon and Daniel Bryan open SmackDown Live: This segment wasn't terrible as much as it was pointless. Seriously, what was this supposed to accomplish? Yes, it hyped up the night's marquee main event match between AJ Styles and Randy Orton, but that had already been announced days earlier by WWE. Furthermore, Bryan replayed the footage of Orton burning down the Wyatt Family Compound... mere minutes after it was shown at the start of the show. This was weird. I didn't mind Shane's heated backstage confrontation with Styles after the show, but as of now, it's not a match I'm excited for, if only because Styles can be doing a million other more important things at the event.
· Alexa Bliss' "Blissertation": Bliss is a tremendous talker, but she was pretty poor on the microphone in this segment, along with everyone else involved. Her comedy fell flat with the crowd, so whether those lines were written for her or not, Bliss didn't deliver them too well. Also, why not just do a Triple Threat match for the title at WrestleMania?
