Week of March 13, 2021

Match of the Week:
Finn Balor vs. Adam Cole (NXT, March 10)
Of the three matches Finn Balor and Adam Cole have had against each other in NXT, I'm honestly shocked that none of them have happened on a TakeOver special. Hey, I'm not complaining, as all of their encounters have been TakeOver-worthy and Wednesday's match was no exception. It was Cole's chance to regain the NXT Championship he once held and he gave it a great effort. Balor had a stellar showing as well, making for a fantastic matchup on the whole. Just as Cole was gaining momentum, Kyle O'Reilly returned and distracted his former friend from ringside, resulting in successful title defense for Balor who now sets his sights on Karrion Kross.
Superstar of the Week:
Big E
In what should come as a surprise to no one, Big E's steady rise up the singles ranks as well as his work as Intercontinental Champion so far has been top-notch. On Friday's SmackDown, he made his first appearance in several weeks thanks to an attack from Apollo Crews, who he called out in an intense promo. It was some of his strongest mic work to date. He followed that up with a win over Sami Zayn. Not only was it an entertaining affair, Big E also got to show off his serious side a bit more than usual. The stage is set for him and Crews to collide one more time at Fastlane and I can't wait.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT, March 10
This week's NXT was heavily hyped in advance and it didn't disappoint. Okay, so the two "landscape-changing" announcements from William Regal didn't light the world on fire, but they did kick off the night on a newsworthy note. From there, we were treated to two terrific title matches with Io Shirai defeating Toni Storm and Finn Balor besting Adam Cole. NXT has seemingly settled into a rhythm that works these past few weeks and it's made for must-see television. It helps that we've simultaneously been getting build for the next TakeOver special over WrestleMania weekend, which is shaping up to be an incredible event with what's been teased.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Bobby Lashley vs. The Miz: This isn't in the "Highlights" column for match quality but rather for how it was executed. I don't know why we needed a rematch between these two after how decisively Lashley won last week, but I liked how it kicked off Raw and didn't overstay its welcome. It also had a clean finish, ensuring that Miz won't be a part of the WWE Championship picture going forward. Now we look ahead to who Lashley will defend against at WrestleMania 37.
· Drew McIntyre vs. Sheamus: For the second straight week, McIntyre and Sheamus killed it against each other. Similar to Lashley vs. Miz, I have no idea why this was thrown out there on such short notice. At one point, this was looked at as a potential WrestleMania match, but that's obviously no longer the case. This was entertaining while it lasted and I assume the awkward referee stoppage finish was designed to set the stage for a rematch at the Fastlane pay-per-view.
· Universal Championship contract signing: Contract signings are one of the worst tropes in wrestling history (and WWE overdoing them doesn't help), but they can be compelling at times and this was one of those instances. There's so much for Roman Reigns and Daniel Bryan to delve into with their feud given their history and they've only scratched the surface. Bryan accidentally attacking Edge at the end was interesting and makes me wonder if WWE is building to a Triple Threat.
· Cesaro vs. Murphy: I'm pretty sure this was shorter than their match last week on SmackDown, and yet it felt like they packed more into the two or three minutes they had. Murphy is vastly underutilized at the moment, but at least he's finally on the show. As for Cesaro, this mini-push he's been receiving as of late has been encouraging. Seth Rollins' attack on him was also well done. If this we're going to get a Rollins vs. Shinsuke Nakamura match out of this, then count me in.
· Io Shirai vs. Toni Storm: I knew this was going to be a great match given the level of talent involved and I wasn't wrong. Storm has been finding her footing as a heel this year while Shirai never ceases to deliver when it comes to her defenses of the NXT Women's Championship. Granted, I didn't think the outcome was ever in doubt, but it was still a very enjoyable outing that deserved more time. Next up is Raquel Gonzalez after what was teased later on in the show.
· Pete Dunne vs. Jake Atlas: Does anyone else find it strange that Dunne pinned Finn Balor in that six-man tag team match a few weeks ago and it hasn't been acknowledged since? At any rate, this was a really fun match from him and Atlas. Atlas has been positioned as a stepping stone on the NXT brand for the last year and he's capable of more, but at least he always shines in defeat. Dunne saying he wants the "best in the world" was intriguing. Who will accept the challenge?
This Week's Low Points
· Shane McMahon and Braun Strowman: The segments involving these two on Monday night were everything that is wrong with Raw right now. They were solely designed to kill time considering nothing was accomplished. There's no reason for Shane to be back on TV and Strowman bores me to tears at this point. It's pretty sad that we're a month out from WrestleMania 37 and one of the only matches basically set in stone on the Raw side is Shane vs. Strowman.
· Nia Jax and Shayna Baszler vs. Naomi and Lana: This WWE Women's Tag Team Championship match was such a big deal that WWE didn't even bother to advertise it advance. I won't lie and say I was looking forward to it, but hyping it up one week out would have at least made it feel slightly more important. They've been building to it for over a month and it ended up being a forgettable affair. I'd much rather see Naomi on her own chasing the Raw Women's Championship.
· Kevin Owens returns for The Kevin Owens Show: I actually enjoyed the back-and-forth between Bianca Belair and Sasha Banks during this segment, but the fact that Owens would return for the first time in almost three weeks for this is ridiculous. I was wondering what WWE would have planned for him after the Roman Reigns rivalry wrapped up and clearly it was nothing. His backstage interaction with Sami Zayn gave me some hope, but we'll see if it leads to anything.
· Sasha Banks and Bianca Belair vs. Natalya and Tamina: I really wish WWE had left it at the verbal exchange between Banks and Belair, because this was abysmal. At best, it should have been a quick warm-up for the babyfaces before they go for the women's tag titles (again) at Fastlane. Unfortunately, the match was subpar and then saw Tamina pin Belair for the victory. It doesn't get much worse than that. How is this supposed to get me excited for Banks vs. Belair?
· NXT Women's Tag Team Championship: I'm sorry but this whole situation was one giant mess. As I've said before, I had no desire to see NXT get its own set of women's tag titles. Yes, the division is stacked, but then just give the main roster belts to NXT. It's not like they're doing anything interesting with them. Dakota Kai and Raquel Gonzalez were crowned the inaugural champs before quickly losing the titles to Shotzi Blackheart and Ember Moon. This was way too convoluted.
· Grizzled Young Veterans vs. Legado del Fantasma: I like both of these teams, but this was overbooked and didn't need to happen. The heel vs. heel dynamic was weird, we got a distraction finish with MSK coming out, and then Breezango went after Legado del Fantasma. The good thing is that NXT's tag team division is growing. The problem with this segment was that there was too much going on and nothing had a chance to sink in. It was a minor misfire.
