Week of March 17, 2018
Match of the Week: Cedric Alexander vs. Roderick Strong: WWE Cruiserweight championship Tournament Semifinal Match - 205 Live, March 13
I once witnessed an absolutely amazing match between Cedric Alexander and Roderick Strong at an NXT live event back in November 2016, anxiously anticipating the day I'd get to see them have a rematch on a televised show. Well, we were finally treated to that bout on this week's 205 Live in the semifinals of the Cruiserweight Championship Tournament. Although the crowd was dead early on, Alexander and Strong successfully got them engaged in the action and had stellar showings. Ultimately, it was Alexander who advanced to the finals, but Strong lost nothing in defeat.
Superstar of the Week: AJ Styles
AJ Styles vs. Shinsuke Nakamura for the WWE Championship at WrestleMania 34 has felt like a lock for months, but it wasn't officially set in stone until after Fastlane when Styles survived the Six-Pack Challenge to retain his title. That was an extraordinary match and Styles especially stood out. That was merely the beginning of his week, however, as he went on to cut an awesome promo at the start of SmackDown Live before waging war with Rusev. The WWE Champion reigned supreme in the end, once again proving why he is The Phenomenal One.
Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, March 13
The gradual makeover of 205 Live has been a blast to watch in recent months, especially with the Cruiserweight Championship Tournament going on. This week's edition was excellent from top to bottom between the fun tag team opener, the Gentleman Jack Gallagher squash match, and the outstanding Cedric Alexander vs. Roderick Strong main event. Whether the show can maintain momentum following WrestleMania is the question. Meanwhile, the rest of WWE programming was fairly enjoyable on the whole with Raw, SmackDown Live and even Fastlane delivering solid shows.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· WWE Championship Six-Pack Challenge match: It's no secret that I hated the build to the Fastlane main event because it felt like lazy writing to me, but everyone knew that as a match, it would deliver and it definitely did. All six Superstars put forth an excellent effort and it was wisely laid out from start to finish. I'm not high on interference in title matches, but Shane McMahon costing Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn the strap effectively furthered their feud. Plus, seeing AJ Styles and John Cena face off is always awesome, and of course, Styles retaining his title was the right call. Now he can solely focus on Shinsuke Nakamura.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Ruby Riott: I've seen mixed reviews regarding this match from Fastlane, but I thoroughly enjoyed it and thought it was one of the better SmackDown Women's Championship matches I've seen in many months. It was extremely obvious that Riott wasn't winning the title, but she looked more than credible in defeat. The division is all about Charlotte and Asuka at the moment, but I'm hoping The Riott Squad (and specifically Ruby) aren't as overshadowed as they have been lately coming out of WrestleMania.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Rusev: Similar to Charlotte vs. Riott, the outcome of this bout was never in doubt, but it ended up being way better than I expected it to be. These two have never clashed one-on-one before in a televised match, yet they had pretty good chemistry together and the audience was behind both of them the entire time. It's ridiculous that WWE isn't doing more with Rusev right now given his immense popularity, but performances like this from him will only help his cause. As for Nakamura, this allowed him to continue his winning ways.
· John Cena promo: As a promo, this was strong and Cena's delivery was perfect. It was also among the highlights of the night on Raw in terms of crowd reaction, but I still don't understand why Cena vs. The Undertaker is happening from a storyline standpoint. Cena hasn't been able to find his road to WrestleMania, so he decides to call a legend out of retirement and proceed to call him egotistical? I would be disappointed if we don't see 'Taker on TV before their match.
· Seth Rollins vs. Finn Balor: The last two matches these two had were nothing short of superb, and unsurprisingly, their third singles outing was no different. It came after they teased tension on Miz TV, so I appreciate that it's been established that they're not best friends heading into this Triple Threat match for the Intercontinental Championship at WrestleMania. Rollins has been on a roll in recent weeks, so I was happy Balor reigned supreme here. I'm sure Rollins will bounce back before he graces the grandest stage of them all, so no damage was done to him. That three-way has the potential to steal the show at 'Mania, so here's hoping no one else is added and it remains as is.
· Pete Dunne vs. Adam Cole: No, it isn't ideal to pit two heels against each other, but the audience didn't mind one bit and they were into everything they did. It was a very fun match for the WWE U.K. Championship and I'm excited for the potential pairing of Dunne and Roderick Strong.
This Week's Low Points
· Becky Lynch and Naomi vs. Carmella and Natalya: SmackDown Live's women's division has been so lifeless for so long now that every match not involving Charlotte Flair is pretty pointless. There aren't any other existing rivalries, either, so this was thrown together at the last minute merely to kill time at Fastlane. Unfortunately, the match was basic at best and awful at worst. Nothing about it stood out in a good way and I don't blame the crowd for not caring in the slightest because none of it mattered. This was easily the biggest low point of the pay-per-view. Fingers crossed the division improves post-WrestleMania.
· Tye Dillinger and Breezango vs. Mojo Rawley, Chad Gable and Shelton Benjamin: The Kickoff show continued to prove why it is a meaningless hour of content with this match. It wasn't advertised in advance, and although it was far from bad, it didn't serve a purpose whatsoever. Breezango will never be considered a serious threat to the SmackDown Tag Team Championship as long as they're doing their comedy shtick, while Dillinger doesn't have any sense of direction. In other words, this win does nothing for them.
· No Ronda Rousey or Brock Lesnar: Detroit got screwed at Raw this week when both Lesnar and Rousey were advertised for the show and neither of them showed up. In Lesnar's case, he purposely missed out on the show because it's a part of the story they're telling right now with him and Roman Reigns, and that's fine, but Rousey's absence is inexcusable. I realize she was getting medical testing done (or something along those lines), but then why make a big deal out of her seemingly appearing on every episode leading into WrestleMania? The company should have known there'd be backlash.
· Raw tag team Battle Royal: On the bright side, Strowman won't be shoehorned into the Intercontinental Championship match at 'Mania or the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal, but it's a shame the entire Raw tag team division was made to look fairly weak in this Battle Royal. Strowman potentially winning the tag titles on his own is an interesting idea, but as one of the most popular stars in the whole company, he deserves much better than that.
· Naomi vs. Carmella: As previously discussed, the women's tag team match that took place at Fastlane should have been saved for SmackDown Live, and I honestly didn't care to see any follow-up to it. Carmella is a work in progress, and while this didn't last terribly long, it wasn't well-wrestled and felt like filler. Carmella had real heat coming off her historic Money in the Bank victory last summer, but by this point, most (if not all) of that is gone. Sure, she's won two matches in the past week, but only after sitting on the sidelines for many months. I honestly don't foresee her successfully cashing in her Money in the Bank contract despite the teases that she'll do it at WrestleMania against either Charlotte Flair or Asuka.
· Bobby Roode vs. Jinder Mahal: I wasn't a fan of Randy Orton winning the United States Championship at Fastlane, but at least they put together a solid match. This, however, was not engaging in the slightest. Mahal's involvement in this feud comes across as forced and unwanted.
