Week of March 21, 2015
Match of the Week: Intercontinental Contender Gauntlet Match - SmackDown, March 19
This should be an absolute no-brainer. Although I thoroughly enjoyed Monday's Raw, there weren't any matches that stood out above the rest for the most part. The only match that overly impressed me was the six-man tag team bout pitting the combatants of the Intercontinental Championship Ladder match at WrestleMania, but it was easily outdone by the Gauntlet match on Friday's SmackDown. Everyone involved had great performances (I couldn't have been happier R-Truth was eliminated as quickly as he was) and it was laid out perfectly. Of course, the best part of the bout came when Daniel Bryan and Dolph Ziggler did battle at the end. This was the same match we were all clamoring to see at WrestleMania originally, and if we aren't going to get that this year on the grand stage, this was the next best thing. The constant counters and awesome in-ring action kept me glued to my TV the entire time and Ziggler picking up the clean win was a pleasant surprise. The build has been mediocre, but the Ladder match might steal the show at WrestleMania. 

Superstar of the Week: Randy Orton
I've been saying this for months, but Randy Orton really flourishes as an anti-hero. He did some of the best work of his career in that role five years ago in 2010, and now that's finally back to being that character, he's been on the best parts of WWE programming since his return at Fastlane in February. After playing mind games with his archrival Seth Rollins only to turn on him in the end, Orton had his WrestleMania challenge accepted by Rollins on Raw, but that wasn't the last time they'd encounter each other that night. In the closing moments of the show, The Viper got one over Rollins and the rest of The Authority by enlisting the help of Sting. Days later on SmackDown, he came close to getting his hands on Rollins yet again, but Mr. Money in the Bank escaped his grasp. Will Orton finally be able to exact his revenge on Rollins come March 29? 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, March 16
It seems to be a pattern for WWE to put on a pretty good show one week only to tank the next. Thankfully, this week's Raw fell in the former, and with it being so close to WrestleMania, it needed to. While it wasn't a home run of a episode, it did a lot to either maintain or even up the excitement for WrestleMania and its card has potential to be quite good if booked properly and all goes well. The WWE World Heavyweight Championship match, which has poorly hyped up to this point, was well built throughout Raw with a solid segment involving Paul Heyman and Roman Reigns and an incredible interview with Brock Lesnar. Furthermore, John Cena and Rusev had a good contact signing, and to top it all off, we got a surprise appearance from Sting who showed up to aid Orton in his crusade against The Authority and get physical for the first time in a Raw ring. As good of an episode as this was, WWE needs to do everything they can on next Monday's go-home edition of Raw to make WrestleMania feel as special and as must-see as possible. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Paul Heyman and Roman Reigns promo: Whatever WWE is currently paying Paul Heyman, it's obviously not enough. He deserves every once of credit for carrying the build for this WWE World Heavyweight Championship match at WrestleMania. Sure, Brock Lesnar's interview was excellent (more on that below), but before that, there was absolutely nothing about the match that made it feel like it was anything special. Heyman's promos alone have had me looking forward to the match for the sole reason that as he noted, anything is possible given that it's presumably Lesnar's last match. Reigns fared well for himself here and he's best when kept short and sweet on the mic, but this was all about Heyman.
· Brock Lesnar interview: Lesnar is money in the pre-taped environment and it boggles my mind that WWE hasn't done this more with him since he came back three years ago. He isn't a natural talker, but in this setting, he shines. He discussed how he was going to decimate Reigns at WrestleMania and his line about walking out of the event as champion, contracted or not, was an interesting one. I still think he drops the belt at 'Mania, but they've officially peaked my interest.
· Sting saves Randy Orton: How awesome was it to seeing Sting standing side-by-side in the middle of a WWE ring with Orton? Firstly, I'm glad the match between Orton and Seth Rollins never came to fruition since it should be saved for WrestleMania, and this attack was a very hot way of going off the show. Orton and Rollins has been well built for the most part, but the Triple H vs. Sting needed a little extra something and this was exactly. WWE's minimalist approach with Sting so far has been great.
· Nikki Bella vs. AJ Lee: It was really nice to see the ladies get some time for once. I don't put it past them to give them a brief, meaningless match next week, for one week, it was refreshing. When was the last time a Diva match exceeded 10 minutes? I honestly can't remember. To boot, they worked a good match with a smartly booked finish that Nikki win after interference from the outside.
· Kevin Owens vs. Alex Riley: It wasn't the red hot match I expected, but it served a purpose in making Owens out to look dominant. Riley got in some hope spots, but this wasn't his match to win. Still, I look forward to what else we see from Riley going forward. On a side note, I truly hope Owens isn't out long with the injury he's currently suffering from. He's been extraordinarily entertaining to watch since arriving in NXT and for him to drop the belt so soon would be very unfortunate.
This Week's Low Points
· Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal hype: Man, and I thought the hype for last year's Battle Royal was bad. It's been absolutely atrocious so far. I never expected them to put too much thought into it, but there are very few entrants I currently care about outside of Damien Mizdow, The Miz and Ryback. Everyone else is complete filler, and that was blatantly evident during that mini Battle Royal on Raw this week. Big Show, Kane and even Mark Henry being involved doesn't interest me at all and everyone else is directionless. It just feels like a waste of space on the card at this point. Plus, after the winner of last year's match (Cesaro) went nowhere, why should I have any faith that this year's winner will be any different?
· SmackDown rematches: This might be nitpicking, and I realize this has been the case for quite some time, but the constant SmackDown rematches on Raw are annoying beyond belief. And WWE wonders why their Thursday night show doesn't do a higher rating. Why should the casual fan tune in when all the important stuff from SmackDown is replayed on Raw? I thought the move to the new night would give it a chance to feel fresh again, but that feeling wore off pretty quickly. 
· Inter-species six-person tag team match: I can't believe WWE actually advertised this in advance for SmackDown thinking it would draw in viewers. It wasn't the worst match I've ever seen, but it was too stupid to take seriously. I went from being very excited about the future of the tag team division to very frustrated within weeks. With The Usos out for the time being, it looks like we're in for a tag team title match with The New Day and Los Matadores as challengers. Spare me, please.
· Paige vs. Brie Bella: I didn't put this in the "Low Points" category because of the match quality (which was fine) but rather because too short to be anything memorable. It might not have been as bad had the match between AJ Lee and Paige from Monday's Raw not gone as long as it did. Still, the video package for the Diva match at WrestleMania 31 did more to get me invested in that match than this did.
· Colin Cassady vs. Blake: It wasn't a terrible match by any means, but the Ohio crowd was relatively quiet for it compared to the other fun matches on the show. It was also far too short at only a few minutes long. On the bright side, Blake and Murphy took a step in the right direction of establishing identities for themselves by upping the heel antics toward the end. Blake and Murphy can be very good champs if they had some more character development.
