Week of March 21, 2020
Match of the Week: Daniel Bryan and Drew Gulak vs. Shinsuke Nakamura and Cesaro - SmackDown, March 20
Well, it's slim pickings for this week's "Match of the Week" because of how so few (literally three) matches took place between Raw, SmackDown and NXT. By default, Daniel Bryan and Drew Gulak vs. Shinsuke Nakamura and Cesaro was the best of the bunch. I'm really digging Bryan's newfound alliance with Gulak and I thought they showed strong chemistry in this tag team affair. I was also happy they received an ample amount of time to work with despite there being no live crowd in attendance. I'm looking forward to Gulak facing Nakamura one-on-one next week.
Superstar of the Week: AJ Styles
As far as contract signings go, the one between The Undertaker and AJ Styles on Monday's Raw wasn't anything worth writing home about. Styles signed the contract beforehand and never actually went face-to-face with Undertaker, but his mic work from the back while 'Taker looked on from the stage was excellent. Styles hasn't been on his A-game in a while, but he's been bringing the goods so far in his program with The Phenom. Whether he can carry him to a competent match at WrestleMania is another story, however, especially if there isn't going to be an audience.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, March 18
It's somewhat sad that the best show of the week was the one that didn't feature any original matches at all, but I suppose that's just the nature of what WWE has to deal with right now. NXT took a different approach to Wednesday's show by giving viewers an in-depth look at the Johnny Gargano vs. Tommaso Ciampa rivalry as well as Rhea Ripley's rise in NXT and Finn Balor's return to the brand. They can't do this type of stuff every week, of course, but I thought it was a smart way of working around the current circumstances. All of the interviews were awesome and very well done.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Edge promo: Edge apparently driving 17 promos to Raw due to issues with his scheduled flight just to cut this promo seems unnecessary to me, but there can be no doubt that this was some stellar mic work from him. I loved how he looked straight into the camera and addressed Randy Orton. He brought it back to him eliminating Orton from the Royal Rumble and how that was why Orton attacked him in the first place. He vowed revenge by challenging him to a Last Man Standing match at WrestleMania. I'm interested to see how that's going to work with no crowd, but this feud has been built up so well I'm confident it'll be a gem.
· Becky Lynch promo: Like Edge, Lynch also made the most of a bad situation by delivering another great promo. Her rivalry with Shayna Baszler started off slightly shaky, but I appreciate how they've kicked it up a notch over the last few weeks. When Lynch is serious and straightforward, that's when she's at her best, not when she's goofing around and letting The Man nickname get to her head. I'm holding out hope that Baszler will make quick work of her at WrestleMania and win the Raw Women's Championship in decisive fashion.
· Andrade vs. Rey Mysterio: To be fair, this wasn't much of a match, but it was fun while it lasted. These two have always worked well together, so I'm not surprised they produced yet another entertaining outing. I would have to assume that Mysterio's win will set the stage for him, in addition to Angel Garza and Humberto Carrillo, to contend for Andrade's United States Championship at WrestleMania. That's the only way this thing ends. I'm not super high on Andrade losing so often lately, as it hurts his credibility as champion.
· The Miz and John Morrison vs. Heavy Machinery: I'm stretching with this one, but since there was a minimum amount of wrestling this week, I'm willing to include it in the "Highlights" column. It was less about the match and more about Otis furthering his feud with Dolph Ziggler. I figured Ziggler would cost Heavy Machinery the victory, so I was glad the ending was that predictable. Instead, Otis went berserk and got himself disqualified out of anger.
· Isiah "Swerve" Scott vs. Oney Lorcan: It was never established why this match happened except for that they were on the same team in last week's NXT Cruiserweights vs. 205 Live Originals main event, but I can't complain about getting a good, quality contest. Lorcan is one of the most consistent performers on the NXT and 205 Live brands while Scott is finding his footing nicely. It'd be nice to know more about him, though. He's won more matches than he's lost, but he needs a stable sense of direction. While there's a chance for him to take over as the face of 205 Live with Angel Garza officially on Raw, I don't know how much that means with the show being such a waste of time most weeks. But hey, I suppose it's better than nothing.
This Week's Low Points
· Stone Cold Steve Austin returns: When Austin's Raw return was originally announced earlier this month, I don't think anyone expected it to happen under the circumstances that it did. I'm happy he appeared at all on 3/16 Day, but it's safe to say WWE could have done so much more with it. As opposed to saving him for the final 10 minutes of the show to do a dumb exchange with Byron Saxton, I would have had him host the entire episode and maybe commentate a match or two. That would have been far better than him doing his usual shtick for an audience of none. If you enjoyed it, great, but it fell flat for me.
· Men's Royal Rumble replay: I totally understand that it's tough to fill two or three hours of television in an empty arena, but replaying an entire Rumble match (with commercials) is not an option. Yes, it was a fantastic Rumble, but it's merely two months old. It was basically an invitation for fans to tune out, especially if they've already seen it. On the flip side, I honestly didn't mind that John Cena vs. Bray Wyatt was replayed on SmackDown because of how it's relevant to their current storyline (even if it wasn't all that good).
· Roman Reigns and Goldberg contract signing: I can't bring myself to care about these two facing each other for the Universal Championship at WrestleMania. If their feud was built up as well as Edge vs. Randy Orton, then I wouldn't mind the predictability surrounding the outcome as much. As it stands, however, there isn't a lot of material to work with there and I have no idea where their hatred for each other comes from (aside from the university rivalry that I'm sure no one outside of Georgia gives a crap about).
· Bayley, Sasha Banks and Paige: First of all, I don't know where Paige got the power to start booking matches again. Secondly, a SmackDown Women's Championship Six-Pack Challenge at WrestleMania 36? Why?! Bayley vs. Banks one-on-one would suffice, but WWE is adamant about adding in random women for some strange reason. I realize Lacey Evans and Naomi have been in the hunt lately, but Dana Brooke and Tamina getting title shots comes completely out of nowhere.
· Rob Gronkowski debuts: I may be among the few who believes Gronk is a perfect fit for WWE given his over-the-top energy. It's unfortunate he couldn't have debuted in front of an actual audience, but after what we saw in the segment he was involved in on SmackDown, perhaps that was for the better. That entrance music was atrocious. His dancing was goofy, but considering that's how he acts normally, I didn't mind it. What I had an issue with was him making Elias vs. King Corbin official for WrestleMania. I doubt many people were clamoring for that contest, and just because the event will be two days long this year doesn't mean WWE needs to fill out the card with meaningless matches. At least we know what our bathroom break will be.
