Week of March 23, 2019
Match of the Week: Adam Cole vs. Matt Riddle vs. Velveteen Dream vs. Aleister Black vs. Ricochet: NXT Championship No. 1 Contender's Fatal 5-Way Match - NXT, March 20
Tommaso Ciampa getting hurt when he did is incredibly unfortunate, but props to Triple H for making the most of a bad situation by announcing a loaded Fatal 5-Way to determine who Johnny Gargano will face for the vacant NXT Championship at TakeOver: New York. As you would probably expect, this was an exceptional match filled with exciting action from bell to bell. Matt Riddle especially shined, and he appeared to be seconds away from winning before Adam Cole swooped in to steal it. Cole vs. Gargano in a 2-out-of-3 Falls match has all the makings of an instant classic.
Superstar of the Week: Batista
Last week's segment with Batista and Triple H was a bit of a misfire, but I loved the latest interview with Batista and how he explained his disdain for his former friend. He mentioned how HHH always had to hog the spotlight during their Evolution days, and also was a major reason why he left the company back in 2010. Interestingly enough, a lot of his logic was fairly sound, so it will be interesting to see how Triple H responds next week on Raw. By and large, this feud has been well done so far and I'm looking forward to their No Holds Barred bout at WrestleMania 35.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, March 20
I'd argue that the road to WrestleMania has been slightly underwhelming this year, but that has been far from the case with NXT TakeOver: New York. NXT has been delivering highly entertaining episodes week after week for a while now, and this past Wednesday's installment was no exception. The entire show consisted of one promo from Triple H, a few backstage segments, and the aforementioned Fatal 5-Way main event. Th episode ran significantly shorter than usual, but you can't complain when it was executed as perfectly as it was.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Drew McIntyre: These two have had more than a handful of matches against each other over the past year, and while I would normally rant and rave about WWE running their rivalry into the ground (which they have), at least they never cease to deliver. This was a quality contest from them, but Brock Lesnar distracting Rollins from the stage and costing him the victory was a lame finish and felt like a weak way to build up their feud. On the bright side, it was a huge victory for McIntyre. With that, I can certainly see WWE incorporating him into the Universal Championship picture following WrestleMania 35.
· Ronda Rousey vs. Dana Brooke: Don't adjust your computer screen. Dana is in fact a part of the "Highlights" column, but only because she played her role well in getting squashed within seconds by Rousey on Raw this week. Everybody knew she stood no chance of beating Rousey for the Raw Women's Championship this close to WrestleMania, so I was a big fan of WWE keeping this short and sweet to establish Rousey as a ruthless, dominant heel champion. I'm honestly stunned the company didn't turn her sooner.
· Gauntlet match: For the second straight month, Kofi Kingston ran the Gauntlet and had a hell of a performance. Granted, it was pretty obvious that he'd beat his first three or four opponents, but he had the fans behind him every step of the way and each mini match was terrific. Furthermore, the story told throughout was wonderful, but I have no clue how Kingston will earn another opportunity at the WWE Championship following his latest loss to Daniel Bryan. That definitely deflated the crowd, but I'm certain he'll end up vying for the title at WrestleMania somehow.
· The Miz promo: It's no secret that Miz has a gift for gab, but it was unknown if he'd be able to connect with the audience on the mic as well as a good guy. Well, he proved with his promo on Tuesday's SmackDown Live that with the right amount of intensity and passion, he can be a believable babyface. The crowd ate up everything he had to say about Shane McMahon and now I'm excited to see them go one-on-one.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Tony Nese: If you haven't been tuning into 205 Live lately, the Cruiserweight Championship No. 1 Contender's Tournament is well worth checking out. Every match has been great and the finals with Alexander and Nese were especially excellent. Admittedly, I've never been particularly high on Nese, but he has really come into his own over the course of this tourney. After looking very impressive against Kalisto and Drew Gulak, Nese had one of his best bouts to date on 205 Live with Alexander and convinced me he's that is a worthy challenger to the Cruiserweight title at WrestleMania. Buddy Murphy turning on him afterward was a smart move because now Nese can be established as the babyface going into the event.
This Week's Low Points
· Kurt Angles chooses to face Baron Corbin: All right, so let's address the elephant in the room: Why the hell did Kurt Angle choose Corbin to be his last opponent ever at WrestleMania 35? I realize they have bad blood with each other dating back to last year and Angle would love to avenge his loss to Corbin from earlier this year by beating him at 'Mania, but the announcement fell flat, to say the least. From AJ Styles to John Cena, there are so many other people I'd rather see face Angle in his retirement matchup than Corbin, so fingers crossed Corbin is bumped in favor of someone else ahead of the event in two weeks.
· Elias vs. No Way Jose: Elias was a guest on Moment of Bliss this week, and I honestly don't know what purpose it was supposed to serve other than to set up Elias' impromptu match with Jose. Bliss is basically spinning her wheels before she hosts WrestleMania, and I guess the same can be said for Elias. After all, he's apparently having a "musical performance" of some kind at the Show of Shows, which means he won't be doing anything of note in the meantime. This was forgettable filler, but if nothing else, it gave Elias a win.
· Ricochet vs. Jinder Mahal: It pains me to put a Ricochet match in the "Low Points" column, but this was a pretty boring bout that merely existed to kill television time. Ricochet has been aligned with Aleister Black since arriving on the main roster last month, so it was weird that Black was nowhere to be found here. Instead, he faced someone who hasn't been relevant in nearly a year. Sadly, not even The One and Only was able to get a good matchup out of Mahal. I assume Ricochet and Black will end up competing for the Raw Tag Team Championship at WrestleMania.
· The Boss 'n' Hug Connection vs. The IIconics: From an in-ring standpoint, this was perfectly fine, but I hate the idea of multiple teams being involved in the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship match at 'Mania. It really should be Sasha Banks and Bayley vs. Natalya and Beth Phoenix straight up with no one else involved. The IIconics don't have much credibility whatsoever and a fluke victory over the champs won't change that.
· The Kevin Owens Show with Becky Lynch and Charlotte Flair: I wouldn't call this a terrible segment, but it failed to get me more excited for the Raw Women's Championship match than I was before. Both ladies played their roles well, but by this point, I feel like we've heard the same stuff from them for months on end and thus I'm ready for them to wrap up their rivalry at WrestleMania. As for Owens, I have no clue what WWE has in store for him going forward. He was brought back to feud with Daniel Bryan for a brief period, but with that program now over, there's no obvious spot for him on the 'Mania card. The only other match I could see him taking part in is the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal, which I'd argue is a waste of his talent.
