Week of March 26, 2016
Match of the Week: Kevin Owens vs. AJ Styles - Raw, March 21
When I chose Kevin Owens vs. AJ Styles as my Match of the Week last week, I made mention of how I hoped a rematch between them would occur in the not-so-distant future. Well, we didn't have to wait long at all, as they met in singles action once again this past Monday on Raw in the night's opening match. As good as I thought their initial encounter was, this match was even better. They were given a large chunk of time and more than made the most of it by producing a phenomenal matchup. The finish was similar to what we saw on SmackDown the week prior with Chris Jericho distracting Styles from ringside and costing him the victory, but it was a fine way of furthering their feud going into WrestleMania. Of all the excellent matches Styles has contested so far in WWE, this might have been my favorite to date. 

Superstar of the Week: Roman Reigns
It's actually a little concerning how little build Roman Reigns vs. Triple H has received in recent weeks. I was content with WWE keeping Reigns off TV for a while to focus on Triple H vs. Dean Ambrose at Roadblock, but Reigns and HHH haven't closed out Raw since the night after Fastlane, and that was over one month ago! To me, that's a sign officials aren't confident in the contest closing out The Show of Shows, nor should it. That slot belongs to Shane McMahon vs. The Undertaker. But on the bright side, Reigns has looked more dominant than ever before since his return. On Raw, he made a major statement by brutalizing The Game as he was leaving the arena and decimated The Dudley Boyz in decisive fashion days later on SmackDown. The new-found aggression for Reigns has certainly been paying dividends. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown, March 24
All right, I'll admit my bias flat-out: I was in attendance for this week's SmackDown in Boston, but even if I wasn't, I still likely would have gone with it as my Show of the Week. NXT was solid from start to finish, but not as exceptional on the whole as last week, and Raw was just plain underwhelming. It peaked with the enjoyable first hour, but beyond that, all hope was lost. Raw didn't hinder my excitement for WrestleMania 32, but it definitely didn't add to my excitement, either. Thankfully, they have one more week to rectify those wrongs and get fans hyped for The Show of Shows. As for SmackDown, it did a much better job of building toward many 'Mania matches and featured several solid matchups such as the tag team match, Charlotte vs. Sasha Banks and Kofi Kingston vs. Sheamus. It was an enjoyable experience for yours truly. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Mr. McMahon announcement: I felt it would be unfair if I didn't include anything from Raw (Kevin Owens vs. AJ Styles can't count because it's already my Match of the Week), so I thought I would throw this segment a bone. It didn't blow me away or anything, but I am relieved there is finally an extra stipulation in the Shane McMahon vs. Undertaker Hell in a Cell match at WrestleMania. Shane winning control of the company didn't feel like enough, so at least Undertaker being forced to retire if he loses is an extra incentive for him to win. But my original question still stands: if Undertaker wins, then what changes in WWE? Absolutely nothing.
· Brock Lesnar and Dean Ambrose: Being in attendance for Lesnar's second SmackDown appearance since returning to the company was quite the treat. He didn't do much, but it was entertaining to see him lay waste to The Wyatt Family (poor guys) as well as Ambrose. They have built up their bout very well and the No Holds Barred stipulation will surely be interesting. I don't think Ambrose has a chance in hell of winning in the eyes of the casual fan, but I'm happy to see him benefiting from mixing it up with main event level talent.
· Charlotte vs. Sasha Banks: As much as I enjoyed this match from SmackDown, I really wish they would have advertised it in advance. It marked the first ever meeting between them on the main roster and that's a pretty big deal. At any rate, they contested a very good match (which was obviously no surprise) that did a decent job of hyping the Divas Championship Triple Threat match at 'Mania. I'm actually more excited for that match than most of the matches on the current card, though that's a real testament to the incredible effort these three women have put into making this feud mean something.
· Asuka vs. Emma: This wasn't quite on the level of their NXT TakeOver: London encounter, but that would be asking a lot of them and this was still solid in its own right. Asuka has been firing on all cylinders since her arrival in NXT and I'm extremely amped up for her pending title match with Bayley. As for Emma, congrats to her for resurfacing on the main roster this week. It's about damn time.
· Finn Balor vs. Rich Swann: This might have been only Swann's second or third match in NXT, but he performed exceptionally well against the seasoned Balor. While the main purpose of this bout was for Balor to build momentum for his NXT Championship defense against Samoa Joe in Dallas, Swann had an impressive outing as well and I'd love to see more from him in the future. Meanwhile, Balor showed more heel tendencies than usual, so I appreciate him switching things up when it comes to his character and in-ring repertoire. Interpret that as you will, but I've already seen speculation as far as a heel turn is concerned and the Balor Club forming sooner rather than later. That would been very interesting, to say the least.
This Week's Low Points
· Dean Ambrose vs. Braun Strowman: Whose bright idea was it for this match to close out Raw this week? It flopped for a number of reasons. Firstly, the ratings bombed as a result. Secondly, it served absolutely no purpose. And thirdly, it was a waste of time. Ambrose and Strowman contested a throwaway match before Ambrose oddly got himself disqualified before taking out the stable that means next to nothing right now. They don't even have a match at WrestleMania as of this writing, which is absolutely ridiculous. I would have much rather seen the Mr. McMahon announcement end Raw because this left a sour taste in everyone's mouth.
· Bubba Ray Dudley vs. R-Truth: I feel like I missed a backstage segment or something where The Dudley Boyz were bullying Golden Truth. Otherwise, why are we getting matches between them? And Golden Truth technically aren't even a team yet? It boggles my mind that WWE has put more effort into trying to make those two a thing than they have the better part of their WrestleMania card. News flash: no one cares about Golden Truth, so please, WWE, stop dedicating precious time to their garbage.
· Seven-man Intercontinental Championship Ladder match: Ugh. Instead of going with the money match between Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn at WrestleMania, WWE opted to do a meaningless seven-man Ladder match like last year. The biggest difference between this year and last year, however, is that the title has some prestige while in the possession of Owens, so people will want to see him defend it against a formidable foe such as Zayn. Everyone else announced for the match makes little sense. Come on, I love Zack Ryder, but does anyone see him as a legitimate threat?
· Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal hype: If all the jobbers are going to be in the Intercontinental Championship Ladder match at WrestleMania, who the hell is going to be in the the pre-show Battle Royal? The only Superstars confirmed so far are The Social Outcasts, Big Show, Kane and Tyler Breeze. That's seven of the apparent 20 people that will be a part of it. Are they going to announce the rest of the field this week?
· Alexa Bliss vs. Sarah Dobson: I've been loving Bliss' progression as of late, but this wasn't her best outing. I hate to blame her opponent, but Dobson looked sloppier than Bliss was, so perhaps she just had an off night. It wasn't a terrible match by any means, but it paled in comparison to everything else on the show. On the bright side, all of these singles matches Bliss has been having might mean she's on the verge of breaking out on her own. I'm fine with Blake and Murphy continuing to manage her, but it shouldn't be the other way around. She has far more of an upside (and a backside) than they do at this point. If she continues to get better, I could certainly see a championship run in her future.
