Week of March 7, 2015
Match of the Week: Sasha Banks vs. Charlotte - NXT, March 4
You might be surprised to see the women featured in the Match of the Week, but you really shouldn't be if you're aware of the talent down in NXT. The ladies of "developmental" have been ripping it up for as long as I can remember, and this week was no different. In the main event slot (you know, unlike on Raw), the women took center stage as Charlotte and Sasha Banks met in a rematch from NXT TakeOver for the NXT Women's Championship. Sure, they've had countless matches over the last several months, but they're always great and never get old. Once again, the two up-and-comers worked a gem of a matchup. The best part about it was how they managed to work in several new spots and didn't repeat themselves from past encounters. With the Full Sail University crowd solidly in her corner, Charlotte was out to regain the gold, but to no avail. With the help of questionable tactics, Banks pinned Charlotte for the three count to successfully retain her title. If a rematch is in order, I have no complaints. 

Superstar of the Week: AJ Lee
Can you believe that in the two-plus years that I've been doing this column that I've never named AJ Lee the Superstar of the Week? Crazy, right? Well, the wait it over, as AJ more than earned the award after the week she had. After embarking on a three month hiatus, AJ made her highly anticipated return to TV this past Monday night on Raw to a thunderous reaction from her hometown crowd in New Jersey, coming to the aid of Paige. The enemies-turned-allies explained afterward they were willing to put their differences aside if it meant putting an end to The Bella Twins' reign of terror. They stood side-by-side days later on SmackDown as AJ returned to the ring to defeat Brie Bella in singles competition with Paige in her corner. It's refreshing to see the Divas finally getting their due in the form of a story the fans can get behind. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, March 2
Although NXT was once again enjoyable this week, Raw deserves credit for being entertaining as well. As one of the better editions in recent memory, it did a solid job of building toward WrestleMania 31, and at this point, that's what it is all about. Believe it or not, WrestleMania is only a little over three weeks away and while most of the marquee matches are set in stone, there's still quite of work to be done with the undercard of the show. Raw was successful in that sense, but it was enjoyable at the same time. For starters, Jon Stewart's guest star appearance was awesome. Seth Rollins was excellent in his role, but I couldn't tell you the last time a celebrity was actually worth watching on Raw. Not only that, but AJ Lee's long awaited return was another one of the show's highlights. And finally, how could you forget that red hot New Jersey crowd? Without them, I don't know if the show would have been as good as it was, so kudos to them. Here's hoping WWE can keep this momentum going as they enter the last few weeks of 'Mania season; they're going to need it. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Jon Stewart and Seth Rollins: Other than Hugh Jackman, The Muppets and maybe Shaq, I can't name many celebrities off the top of my head that I actually enjoyed on Raw... until now. In short, Stewart was fantastic in his segment with Rollins. He didn't flub any of his lines, he was funny and his hometown crowd of New Jersey adored him. I know we can't get a celebrity who's passionate about the produce and knows the storylines every time, but I don't know who is going to be able to top Stewart going forward.
· Roman Reigns vs. Seth Rollins: I really wish WWE would save these matches between former Shield members for special occasions, but that aside, this was a great match. These two always work well together and they produced another enjoyable encounter in the main event of Raw. The interference from The Authority protected Reigns in defeat, though I question the decision to have him lose so close to WrestleMania. At the very least, he was made to look like an absolute beast by slaying The Authority afterward.
· Paul Heyman lashes out: I know, I know: Heyman being a god of gods on the mic isn't much of a news flash at this point, but there was just something about this promo in particular that made it so spectacular. Perhaps it was the fact that he was so furious and frustrated compared to his usual composed and calm self. His aggression here was great and if we aren't going to get WWE World Heavyweight Champion Brock Lesnar every week, this is a perfect substitute.
· Curtis Axel: Never did I ever think Axel of all people would land a spot in the "Highlights" column, but alas, he has. Regardless of whether he love him or hate him, you have to give credit where credit is due: he has been doing an excellent job with his Axelmania gimmick. He's taken something so stupid and made it incredibly entertaining. Don't believe me? Just listen to the New Jersey crowd chant his name on Monday's Raw. That was a miracle in and of itself.
· Solomon Crowe vs. Bull Dempsey: It wasn't the best first match for Crowe, but it was decent for what it was. It might be because I'm just biased toward his insanely cool gimmick, but he has all the tools to be a star in NXT. Dempsey wasn't exactly the best choice for people he could work with his first in, but it was a fine match that gave Crowe a nice initial win. Now the question is who he will feud with first.
This Week's Low Points
· Triple H and Booker T: Don't think that simply because this segment landed a spot in the "Low Points" column that it was terrible; rather, it just confused me. Triple H cut a solid promo and Booker T's tie-in with Sting and WCW was well done, but the idea of HHH "firing" Booker only to say he was joking felt anticlimactic. The least he could have done was deliver a Pedigree or something. It left something to be desired, that's all. Also, as I've said in the past, I wish they'd move past this WWE vs. WCW narrative and focus on it being Sting's first WWE debut.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Bad News Barrett: They had a better match on Raw than they did at the pay-per-view, but it's difficult to put it in the "Highlights" column when it most of the match was taken up by commercials and was focused on R-Truth on commentary. I'm glad the Intercontinental Championship is being shown some love for once, but it feels too little, too late. Additionally, Truth being at the center of it all is bothersome. But getting back to the match, it's hard to care about an Intercontinental Championship Ladder match if the champion rarely ever wins.
· Bray Wyatt: I've been enjoying Wyatt's promos for the most part and I believe he's had more direction in recent weeks than he's had in quite some time, but I agree with the general consensus that they may start to get old after a while, especially if The Undertaker isn't showing up until WrestleMania. I'm fine with that if that's the case, but with three weeks left until the event, how much more original content could Wyatt possibly have? I'll keep my fingers crossed and hope for the best.
· Ryback vs. Kane and Big Show: Needless to say, I couldn't care less about this apparent tension between Big Show and Kane. They teased it a few weeks ago on SmackDown and they were back to teasing it this week. Their respective matches with Ryback felt like wastes of time, and I cringed when Show handed Ryback his first pinfall singles loss since returning. Worse yet, it's a shame Ryback is stuck in the middle of all of this; he deserves to be in a much better spot at WrestleMania.
· Rusev vs. Jack Swagger: Been there, done that. Seriously, is there not anyone else on the roster for Rusev to squash? I commend them for setting up the match via last week's SmackDown segment, but Swagger has lost so many times to Rusev since last summer that I stopped caring a while ago. Meanwhile, Rusev will continue to tread water until his WrestleMania match with John Cena is made official.
