Week of May 12, 2018
Match of the Week: Seth Rollins vs. The Miz: Intercontinental Championship Match - Backlash, May 6
Let the record show that Seth Rollins has wound up in the "Match of the Week" for the past three weeks, and rightfully so. The Architect has been on an absolute roll lately, putting his Intercontinental Championship up for grabs a total of four times in the past two weeks alone. His first of two title defenses this week came against The Miz at Sunday's Backlash pay-per-view, and despite being fairly predictable, it was an exceptional opener. Both men had strong showings and the crowd was engaged in the action the entire time. The title remained with Rollins when the smoke cleared.
Superstar of the Week: Seth Rollins
Considering he once again earned the honors of "Match of the Week," it would be foolish to not name Seth Rollins the latest "Superstar of the Week" as well. He has been burning it down in every arena he has stepped foot in for months, including the Prudential Center in Newark for Backlash last Sunday. He tore it up with The Miz and had the best bout of the night yet again, but the week wasn't over for Rollins there. He carried that wave of momentum into the next night's Raw, where he successfully defended his Intercontinental Championship against Mojo Rawley.
Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, May 8
I was well aware that the hype for Backlash was pretty poor, but I didn't expect the event to be as bad as it ended up being. Nothing outside of Seth Rollins vs. The Miz and maybe AJ Styles vs. Shinsuke Nakamura was worth watching, but thankfully, WWE rebounded with a solid edition of Raw the next night, setting the stage for next month's Money in the Bank pay-per-view nicely. SmackDown Live on Tuesday didn't blow Raw out of the water or anything, but I felt the two hours flew by and I enjoyed the episode on the whole more than I did Raw. The three MITB Ladder match qualifiers were all entertaining.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· AJ Styles vs. Shinsuke Nakamura: Granted, this is a bit of a stretch because the finish was so stupid (more on that momentarily), but I thought the match itself was their best in-ring encounter in WWE to date. The aggression was there and they made effective use of the extreme environment, including that one nasty spot where the chair bounced back and hit Styles straight in the face. And then came the conclusion, which saw both men fail to answer the referee's ten count. Is that even possible in a No Disqualification matchup? I'm happy the rivalry will resume, but the crowd crapped all over that ending and for good reason.
· Roman Reigns vs. Sami Zayn vs. Finn Balor: It was hilarious to see Balor and Zayn (a babyface and a heel) team up to take out Reigns halfway through to a massive ovation from the audience in attendance. Yes, the crowd was then quiet for Balor vs. Zayn, but only because they knew Reigns would resurface at some point. Nevertheless, this was a quality main event for Raw. I'm not hopeful a feud with Jinder Mahal will get Reigns cheered, though. If anything, a match pitting them against each other sounds awful on paper.
· Sasha Banks vs. Ruby Riott vs. Ember Moon: This was one match on Monday's Raw that the crowd should have been much livelier for because it was absolutely excellent. All three women played their roles well and made the most of the time they received. Banks and Bayley also furthered their storyline with Bayley preventing The Riott Squad from teaming up on Banks. Plus, Moon winning was the correct call. She has plenty of potential on the main roster and I was glad she scored the big win here. Consider her a dark horse to win the women's Ladder matchup.
· Jeff Hardy vs. The Miz: I loved the dynamic these two had together because Hardy is such a popular fan favorite while Miz is the quintessential heel. They worked very well together and kicked off SmackDown Live on a high note on Tuesday night. On top of all that, the finish was fantastic with Hardy hitting the Swanton Bomb and Miz rolling him on his shoulders for the quick three count. Currently, my money is on Miz to become the next Mr. Money in the Bank.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Rusev: This was the type of match I was looking forward to seeing Bryan compete in when he was cleared to wrestle again a few months back. Rusev was an interesting opponent for him and ultimately they delivered a solid SmackDown main event. I figured Bryan would qualify for the men's Money in the Bank match, and if not, it would be because Big Cass cost him the victory. Well, neither of those things happened, and instead, Rusev won clean. That totally shocked me, but it's so refreshing to see Rusev focused on for a change. I'm not convinced he'll be pushed aggressively coming out of Money in the Bank, but this was a notable win for him over a former WrestleMania headliner.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns vs. Samoa Joe: Although there was nothing on the line, I still thought Reigns and Joe would have an above-average outing at Backlash considering how strong their in-ring chemistry has been in the past. Not only did they fail to deliver a compelling main event for the pay-per-view, the outcome was the wrong one. Joe won't be too damaged from the loss, but Reigns beating him was completely unnecessary. No matter how he's booked as a babyface, Reigns will never be "the guy" the way Vince McMahon wants him to be. I can't believe WWE is attempting to endear Reigns to the audience as an underdog given he's the opposite.
· Carmella vs. Charlotte Flair: I was anxious to see how Carmella would perform on the grand stage since she did well with her promos leading into Backlash. Sadly, she had a poor performance against Charlotte and did nothing to convince me that she's a good fit as SmackDown Women's Champion at the moment. This was easily the worst match of the night at Backlash and not the most stellar start to Carmella's title reign. I'm hoping she can redeem herself soon because this left a sour taste in the mouths of many.
· Braun Strowman and Bobby Lashley vs. Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn: What a waste of a match. We had already seen Strowman and Lashley essentially squash Owens and Zayn on Raw, so this rematch served zero purpose. Worse yet, it was more of the same from these four and the crowd couldn't have cared less. Hell, there was almost no reaction when Strowman hit his finisher on Owens and Zayn afterward, because the heels have suffered enough over the last month. Strowman wrecking people is always fun, but when the heels have no credibility, it means nothing.
· Bobby Roode vs. Elias: The first two matches Roode and Elias had were decent, and while this was probably the best of the bunch up to this point, it wasn't a vast improvement over those encounters. Roode desperately needs a character overhaul of some sort because he is floundering as a face. On the bright side, his post-match promo indicated that he has his sights set on competing in the men's Money in the Bank Ladder match, so at least he has some direction.
· No Way Jose and Titus Worldwide vs. Baron Corbin and The Revival: I had the slightest bit of faith that Jose would get over as an undercard act when he beat Corbin on last week's Raw, but it took all of one week for Corbin to get his win back. In other words, 50/50 booking strikes again! This was an inconsequential six-man tag team match otherwise and existed solely to give Corbin a much-needed victory, but I thought it was dumb to have it come at the expense of Jose. He teamed with Titus Worldwide, so there would have been no harm in Corbin pinning either Titus O'Neil or Apollo Crews. That said, Raw needs real heels and Corbin can be built back up with the right booking. It will just take time.
