Week of May 13, 2017
Match of the Week: Randy Orton, AJ Styles and Sami Zayn vs. Jinder Mahal, Kevin Owens and Baron Corbin - SmackDown Live, May 9
It isn't often you see so much top talent involved in one match, but this week's SmackDown Live main event indeed hosted the blue brand's six most elite Superstars. Ahead of next Sunday's Backlash pay-per-view, all of them wanted to settle scores, and they did just that in what was a very entertaining tag team match. The early goings were slightly slow albeit well-wrestled, but the bout kicked into the next gear down the stretch and everyone had their time to shine. Above all else, Jinder Mahal pinning Randy Orton was huge in giving him some momentum. 

Superstar of the Week: Cesaro and Sheamus
An argument can be made that Cesaro and Sheamus are indeed the best tag team in all of WWE right now, especially after their spectacular showing in Monday's Tag Team Turmoil match. With the winners earning a shot at the Raw Tag Team Championship, the European duo were hungry to emerge victorious and get their hands on The Hardy Boyz for a second time. Well, not only did they start out the match, they eliminated every other tandem they were put up against! The match itself was very well laid out and I'm looking forward to their upcoming title rematch with The Hardy Boyz. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, May 9
I usually enjoy any televised shows WWE does while in England. Sure, they're pre-taped and not have that same exciting "live" element to them, but the English audiences are always electric. Oddly enough, that wasn't the case for Raw on Monday night, and although there was a surplus of solid wrestling, it was a relatively dull night on the whole. Thankfully, SmackDown Live produced a far better show with an excellent six-man tag team main event, a heated confrontation between Shinsuke Nakamura and Dolph Ziggler, and even a hell of a promo from The Usos. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns attacks Braun Strowman: Regardless of what your feelings are toward Reigns, you have to admit that this feud has been a blast to watch these past few months. I thought what they were doing before WrestleMania was good, but the last month of their rivalry has been equally entertaining. Monday's Raw was no different as Reigns took the fight to Strowman and effectively wrote him out of storylines for the time being with a vicious attack. I don't know where this puts Reigns while Strowman is out injured, but I'm looking forward to them picking up where they left off once Strowman is back.
· Seth Rollins vs. Samoa Joe: Although I enjoyed this encounter more than their match at Payback, I still felt it was lacking that extra spark needed for it to be truly memorable. Maybe we'll get that barn-burner of a bout at Extreme Rules, which is where I assume this is headed. That said, I was completely content with the non-finish to this match because it protected both men and kept Joe looking strong by choking out Rollins. My only complaint is that it should have been advertised in advance and not thrown together last minute.
· Shinsuke Nakamura and Dolph Ziggler: I have been largely unimpressed by what I've seen from these two up to this point, but they did their best work to date on Tuesday's SmackDown Live. Ziggler cut one of his greatest promos in recent memory by ripping on the fans and making some pretty decent points in saying Nakamura was the "shiny new toy" while he was being overlooked. Nakamura handled his lines well and the brawl that broke out was enough to get me excited for their upcoming match at Backlash. It's cool Nakamura's debut match will be taking place at a pay-per-view.
· Austin Aries, Jack Gallagher, Neville and TJP: On the whole, the Cruiserweight division isn't doing too much for me at the moment, but at least I've been digging what's going on at the top with these four stars. Gallagher and TJP put together a nice little match on Raw and the feud between Aries and Neville was well-furthered on 205 Live the next night. I thought we'd see Aries vs. Neville III at Extreme Rules, but now I could see TJP and/or Gallagher being added as well.
· Hideo Itami vs. Roderick Strong: NXT is back to delivering kickass main events on a near-weekly basis and that makes me really happy. This was another exceptional main event matchup from the black-and-yellow brand with both babyfaces having stellar showings. I have absolutely loved the video packages they've put out for Strong in recent weeks, so it felt like he belonged in this bout to determine a new No. 1 Contender to the NXT Championship. Itami hasn't missed a beat since returning to the ring, and thus these two instantly clicked. Itami earned the title shot as he should have, but he put over Strong in a major way by endorsing him afterward.
This Week's Low Points
· Alexa Bliss vs. Mickie James: As a match, this was totally fine. If anything, I thought Bliss and Bayley did a solid job of furthering their feud heading into their expected rematch at Extreme Rules. Unfortunately, this match felt lifeless because James has no juice at the moment. That's a strange thing to say about an established star, I know, but she really hasn't been lighting the world on fire the way I thought she would since she's been back. I don't put that on her but rather the lack of creative direction she's had. Then again, it doesn't help that she faced the same woman she was feuding with on SmackDown Live before being sent to Raw.
· Sasha Banks vs. Alicia Fox: I always appreciate it when there's two women's matches in one night, but this match came across as filler. They weren't given a ton of time, and as a result, the matchup wasn't very good. Even then, it was better than I thought it would be because I personally think Fox has regressed in the ring, but it looks like we'll be getting more matches between these two going forward if the clunky finish was any indication. That's fine with me, if only because it appears they're killing time with Banks before she turns on Bayley.
· Luke Harper vs. Erick Rowan: Similar to Banks vs. Fox, this was another match I had low expectations for and it ended up being somewhat decent. However, I'm not sure what purpose it was supposed to serve. Perhaps there's a bigger plan in place for both Harper or Rowan, or at least I would like to think so, but based off what we've seen from them lately, I doubt that's the case. Rowan is whatever, but Harper deserves so much better considering how underutilized he is. The fact he lost clean here was a total travesty, so fingers crossed he won't be as directionless going forward.
· Becky Lynch vs. Natalya: Lynch and Natalya had the same match they've been having for the past year. That isn't to say there was anything technically wrong with it, but they were fairly limited with what they could do with such a short time window. The six-woman tag team match is finally official for Backlash, and while I couldn't care less about this particular faction war, I do like how they've been teasing tension among the babyfaces, especially with Charlotte Flair and Lynch.
· Akira Tozawa vs. The Brian Kendrick: I hate to put this match from 205 Live in the "Low Points" column because it was well-wrestled and I enjoyed most of it, but there is no denying that this rivalry has certainly overstayed its welcome. They have been feuding since Tozawa arrived on the scene over three months ago, and while I appreciate how Tozawa has won more often than not, fans couldn't care less about these matches. 205 Live crowd are almost always dead anyways, but when we're seeing the same matchups week after week, it's difficult to generate enthusiasm. Worse yet, even after Tozawa won, Kendrick attacked him, indicating we haven't seen the last of this feud.
