Week of May 14, 2016
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns and The Usos vs. The Club: Elimination Tag Team Match - Raw, May 9
All right, so I wasn't thrilled about seeing the same match for the third time in the matter of one week, but there's no denying that the in-ring action was entertaining enough to warrant it happening again. The elimination stipulation added to my enjoyment of the match, but it was pretty formulaic down the stretch once The Usos, Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson were eliminated in predictable fashion and it came down to Roman Reigns and AJ Styles. On the bright side, all six Superstars work so well together that it's hard to complain, not to mention it was better than any other bout on Raw, SmackDown or even NXT this week. It also made me more excited for their upcoming Extreme Rules match for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship. Who knows what they'll do when count-outs and disqualifications aren't in play. 

Superstar of the Week: Kevin Owens
When Kevin Owens confronted Shane McMahon backstage at Raw this week and claimed he had yet to receive his rightful rematch for the Intercontinental Championship, he wasn't wrong. If you can recall, he intended to cash in on his automatic rematch clause shortly after WrestleMania 32, but was denied by Shane and was put in a No. 1 Contender's match against Cesaro instead. Although he was placed in the Fatal 4-Way Intercontinental Championship match at Extreme Rules, he had to first earn his spot by beating Zack Ryder. The Long Island Iced Z came close to securing the victory, but ultimately it was Owens who had his hand raised. Owens furthered his hot momentum days later on SmackDown when he won a tag team match alongside The Miz. Could he be closing in on his third Intercontinental title? 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, May 9
Although there weren't any standout matches other than the elimination six-man tag team match, Raw was filled with excellent build for the upcoming Extreme Rules pay-per-view. WWE tends to rush their storylines when events are three weeks apart, but since Extreme Rules will be featuring several rematches from Payback, most of the rivalries are already ready-made. NXT and SmackDown were relatively enjoyable on the whole as well, but Raw had such a solid pace to it, and honestly, that's the most important aspect of an above-average edition of Raw these days. No matter how many memorable moments or remarkable matches there are, if those three hours drag, the show will be considered mediocre at best by fans. WWE didn't have that issue this past week with Raw, and hopefully they won't going forward, either. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Sami Zayn vs. The Miz: Similar to the six-man tag team match, we saw this same exact bout days earlier on SmackDown, but I thoroughly enjoyed it, anyway. Granted, the added stipulation that Zayn would be added to the Intercontinental Championship Fatal 4-Way at Extreme Rules if he won made the ending outcome fairly predictable, but I liked the logic of it. It would have made no sense if Zayn was thrown in the match simply because he's feuding with Kevin Owens at the moment. He did nothing to earn the opportunity, until Monday. Miz also deserves a ton of credit for being good as he is and coming a long way as a wrestler. He tends to be overlooked more often than not.
· Baron Corbin vs. Dolph Ziggler: This feud nearly jumped the shark for me when Ziggler won when he didn't need to at Payback, but they've rebounded nicely in the two weeks since then, including with this fun rematch on Raw. It was a significant step up from their match on the Payback Kickoff show, that much was for certain. The finishing sequence was a treat and I'm glad Corbin went over in decisive fashion. I assume they'll meet in a rubber match at Extreme Rules, and hopefully Corbin will finish the feud on top.
· Dana Brooke debuts: I was surprised to see Brooke debut on Raw this past week. When I read the reports she was backstage, I figured it was nothing, but that didn't turn out to be the case. That said, I liked her initial appearance on the main roster. I thought she still had plenty left to accomplish in NXT, but she's a perfect fit in Emma's current feud with Becky Lynch. She fared well in her debut match against Lynch and the win will help her establish credibility with the casual fans. Lynch is in need of a partner and Sasha Banks would be an ideal candidate considering her history with The Irish Lasskicker from NXT and earlier this year.
· Charlotte vs. Paige: There was plenty of overbooking going on during this match, but I think it worked to the bout's benefit. Natalya did well on commentary, Ric Flair ran down to ringside like a raging lunatic to help his daughter, and Shane McMahon's presence alone made the match feel important. Paige's win sent the message that Charlotte's title reign will be in jeopardy without her father there to aid her to victory.
· Dean Ambrose and Chris Jericho: These two have been having a very entertaining program over the past month and they furthered their feud well this week on Raw and SmackDown. Ambrose stealing Jericho's jacket and wearing it to the ring in the dark as it lit up was brilliant because we haven't seen anything like that over the last four years. Jericho's reaction to Ambrose tearing the jacket to shreds was priceless, and Jericho exacting his revenge by strapping him in a straight-jacket days later on SmackDown before relentlessly attacking him was even better. I'm slightly surprised their Extreme Rules has yet to be announced, but there is a very likely chance their match could steal the show.
This Week's Low Points
· Rusev vs. Sin Cara: I didn't mind either of the matches these two had on Raw and SmackDown, but I absolutely dreaded Sin Cara winning. Rusev losing to anyone right now is stupid considering he will be contending for the United States Championship at Extreme Rules and should be built back up after the deplorable last year he's had, but Sin Cara? Really? I couldn't tell you the last singles match he won on WWE TV! And for it to come at Rusev's expense was mind-boggling. Rusev getting his win back days later did little to make up for it, either. There were other ways for Kalisto to get the upper hand over his opponent at Extreme Rules without having him lose.
· R-Truth vs. Fandango: The crowd was already dead as it was on Monday night and forcing them to sit through this throwaway match didn't help matters. I'll talk more about the tag team match from SmackDown down below, but this was one giant waste of time and the fans couldn't have cared less. It almost served as a reminder that these two survived the recent round of cuts. I hate to see anyone out of a job and I'm not saying I wish they were fired, but how does someone like Damien Sandow get the boot but Fandango doesn't?
· Gorgeous Truth vs. Goldango: Ugh. Just writing those two tag team names made me cringe. Thankfully, I will no longer have to because they're officially broken up. I can't believe it took them many months of unfunny backstage segments and meaningless matches to get to this point. The funny thing is that I'm more excited about the potential pairing of Fandango and Tyler Breeze than I am Goldust and R-Truth at this point. Fandango is damaged goods, but at least the tandem will give him something of note to do. He deserves so much better than what he's been given since coming to the main roster, which is basically nothing.
· Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson: This is merely a minor "Low Point," but I'm starting to fear for the duo following their recent string of losses. Their talent should shine through regardless, but it's only been a few months and they're already starting to feel like just another tag team. Roman Reigns should not be getting the better of them as often as he is. There is still hope for them, of course, but the concern is there.
· Alexa Bliss vs. Rachel Ellering: The match paled in comparison to everything else on this week's edition of NXT. Bliss showed signs of improvement, but Ellering didn't have the most impressive first showing. It just goes to show that not all second-generation stars posses the same talent their parents do. Meanwhile, Bliss continues to tread water. I'm happy that she's slowly starting to break away from Blake and Murphy, but she's still associated with them, and I don't think she'll find true success until she's on her own again. She's been squashing enhancement talent for months and I'm ready for her to move into the NXT Women's Championship picture sooner rather than later. She'd be a fun opponent for Asuka.
