Week of May 16, 2015
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. Neville - Raw, May 11
This really shouldn't come as much of a surprise, but I have been absolutely loving John Cena's U.S. Open since its inception a few months ago. I'll admit, I had my doubts when Cena won the United States Championship at WrestleMania 31, but in defending it every week, he's made it feel like the most prestigious prize in the whole company. He's mostly had quality opponents up to this point as well and Neville was no exception. Since arriving on Raw the night after 'Mania, Neville has been proving his worth and living up to the hype against some of the biggest names on the roster right now, and who better to steal the show with than Cena? Needless to say, the two contested an excellent bout and Neville's high-flying, adrenaline junkie offense, per usual, blew me away. What I loved most about the match was how he was protected in defeat; before he could cover Cena after hitting the Red Arrow, Rusev got involved and caused it to end in a disqualification. Normally, I loathe non-finishes like that, but when done properly, they're effective, and that's exactly what this was. 
Superstar of the Week: Dean Ambrose
Has there been anyone hotter in WWE as of late than Dean Ambrose? I wouldn't label him as "underutilized," but he definitely hasn't been as prominently pushed as it he should be considering how much his popularity has grown since becoming a breakout babyface. While Roman Reigns and Seth Rollins have been contending for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship in recent months, Ambrose has been on the losing end of random feuds, unable to win a pay-per-view match to save his life. However, after scoring his first victory on the grand stage in close to a year at Extreme Rules against Luke Harper, he has been on an absolute roll. He was insanely over with his hometown crowd on Raw this week, quickly disposing of J&J Security of The Authority. Furthermore, he picked up yet another win against Sheamus on SmackDown. 
Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, May 11
Nothing was going to top that amazing Raw hailing from Montreal last week, but Monday's edition sure came close. Besides, it was the go-home show before Payback, and these type of shows are meant to entertaining or newsworthy all the time; they're meant to make you want to order the pending pay-per-view, and I'd certainly say it was successful at doing so. From Dolph Ziggler vs. Sheamus to Neville vs. King Barrett, there were many matches made official for the card and hyped heavily throughout the night. The build for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship Fatal 4-Way was also very well done, and although the main event between Orton and Rollins didn't enthrall me, I'm still excited to see what transpires on Sunday. The card for Payback most definitely has potential, and if done right, it could prove to be even better than Extreme Rules. WWE programming has maintained momentum since WrestleMania and I have hope that Payback will only keep the strong streak of excellent events alive. 
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Randy Orton vs. Seth Rollins: As much as I've enjoyed their feud since February, it's time to wrap it up come Payback and I have my fingers crossed that the Fatal 4-Way will be the blow-off. Their matches are always good (as evidenced here), but the rivalry has run its course and ready for both guys to move on to new ventures. Nevertheless, this was still a solid main event for Raw and the in-ring action was entertaining per usual. I also didn't mind the disqualification finish since it protected both men while also setting up Rollins as a vulnerable champion. The ending of the show with the babyfaces taking turns hitting their finisher on him basically guaranteed he retains Sunday.
· Roman Reigns vs. Kane: I'm surprised as much as the next guy that I'm placing this match in the "Highlights" column, but I must admit that I thoroughly enjoyed it. They should have just billed it as a "No Disqualification" match because that's essentially what it was, but that's merely nitpicking. They fully utilized the stipulation by going hardcore and that only enhanced my enjoyment level of the match. It was easily the best bout they've ever contested together, and much like Reigns' never ending series of matches with Big Show, I wish they saved the best for last and this is the end of the line for this feud... forever.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Sheamus: I might be a bit generous for this match, but it was another bout I really liked, if only because it was something new. They've competed against each other before, sure, but not too often and I wouldn't be opposed to them feuding down the line. It was also another match that had perfect booking. Ambrose was the bigger priority since he'll be in the WWE World Heavyweight Championship Fatal 4-Way, so he had to win here, but it was smart to protect Sheamus by having him loss via a roll-up and not decisively.
· Luke Harper and Erick Rowan reuniting: Reunited and it feels so good! Seriously, this should have happened months ago. I know they were stubborn to admit their flaws and realize that breaking up The Wyatt Family was the stupidest thing they could have done, but it was only a matter of time before they got back together since they were floundering without each other. If nothing else, it's another valuable addition to the tag team division, and I'd love if they got a run with the straps this time around.
· Sami Zayn and Kevin Owens face-off: Honestly, I was expecting a hotter confrontation between these two, but what we got was still very good. Zayn in serious mode is total money and he showed his fire on the microphone in this segment. Owens completely no-selling and waiting to explain himself until he was already halfway up the ramp was brilliant. My only gripe with it was that the editing of Zayn's promo in post-production was painfully apparent, but on the bright side, it appears Zayn vs. Owens for Unstoppable remains on despite Zayn's injury. Needless to say, I'm looking forward to this match more than any other on the card as it should be something special.
This Week's Low Points
· Daniel Bryan relinquishes the Intercontinental Championship: This is a true shame. I didn't place this in the "Low Points" column because Bryan's promo was poorly delivered or anything like that; on the contrary, I thought it was superb and he handled the situation with class. It's just very disappointing that for the second straight year, he has to vacate a championship he deserved to win and hold because of an injury, and it's unknown whether he'll ever wrestle again. That said, Bryan's health should be top priority, and even if he can't wrestle anymore (as terrible as that would be), as least he'd be living a healthy, pain-free life. That's what is really important.
· Tamina Snuka vs. Brie Bella: I'm sorry, I don't know of any other way to describe this match any other way: it was awful. I'm not sure what went wrong because both ladies are good workers in their own right, but they simply didn't click. There were plenty of botches and clunky spots that didn't come off too well. Worse yet, the fans sat on their hands for most of it. I appreciate that they're trying to tell a story at all with the women, but it's not enough because the fans are clearly not investing in anything they do. Some character background and development goes a long way in getting fans to care about someone or something.
· Curtis Axel vs. Macho Mandow: I thought this was fun for a one-off on last week's episode of Main Event, but it was painfully clear on Raw that it just doesn't work on a bigger stage. I got a kick out of it, sure, but JBL was far too busy burying the entire segment on commentary. Again, I'm sure the reunion of the "Mega Powers" on the Payback Kickoff show will be a blast, but I can't help but think that Sandow is so much better than this. What ever happened to him portraying himself after his split from The Miz? I'm still scratching my head at that.
· Baron Corbin vs. Solomon Crowe: What in the blue hell was the point of this? I understand giving Corbin a quick squash win before he faces Rhyno at Unstoppable next week, but the decision to have it come at the expense of a rising star such as Crowe was mind-boggling to me. I truly hope this isn't a sign of things to come for Crowe. If nothing else, the post-match brawl between Rhyno and Corbin was hot and got me much more interested in their upcoming match as a result.
· Alexa Bliss vs. Carmella: I'm a fan of Bliss (how adorable is she?) and she's coming along nicely, but she's still far from being able to carry a match on her own; she's just not at that point yet, especially when her opponent was Carmella. It made for a very awkward matchup and their in-ring styles never gelled. To make matters worse, all the focus was on Blake and Murphy, who have yet to settle into their heel roles comfortably, at ringside. Additionally, I'm not sure I like the idea of turning Bliss heel (if that is indeed the plan). She's a natural babyface. Meanwhile, Carmella generates genuine heat as it is, so why not have her be the one to turn heel?
