Week of May 16, 2020

Match of the Week:
Drew McIntyre vs. Seth Rollins (Money in the Bank, May 10)
An argument can be made that the Money in the Bank pay-per-view belongs to Seth Rollins. He has stolen the show at the event more often than not since 2013 and this year was no exception. I've said before how much I enjoyed the buildup to his bout with WWE Champion Drew McIntyre at Money in the Bank, and sure enough, they didn't disappoint. They produced a gem of a match and kept the pace consistently exciting throughout. That's extra impressive when you consider there was no one in attendance. McIntyre retaining the title was just the cherry on top. 

Superstar of the Week:
Otis
It's safe to say that not many were expecting Otis to reign supreme in the men's Money in the Bank Ladder match, and personally, I was happy with the outcome. It was a bold move that could pay dividends if WWE books Otis properly going forward. His stint as Mr. Money in the Bank got off to a solid start on SmackDown when he teamed with Braun Strowman to defeat the duo of The Miz and John Morrison in the night's main event. It remains to be seen if he'll cash in successfully, but if he can continue to rack up important victories, it's certainly a possibility.
Show of the Week:
Money in the Bank, May 10
This may not be a popular opinion, but I thoroughly enjoyed this year's Money in the Bank pay-per-view on the whole. I mean, it was hard to hate it considering it was so short and sweet. Not everything was excellent (that SmackDown Women's Championship match was brutal), but the top matches delivered. The Money in the Bank Ladder matchups were unique and entertaining, Drew McIntyre vs. Seth Rollins was terrific, and Braun Strowman vs. Bray Wyatt was exactly what it needed to be. Even the opener was a blast while it lasted and kicked off the night on a high note.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Money in the Bank Ladder matches: I saw some people who loved these matches as much as I did, and others who absolutely loathed them. It's all a matter of personal preference, I suppose. I like the cinematic style, and while I hope it's not done to death in the coming months, I thought it worked wonderfully for the Money in the Bank gimmick given that Ladder matchups in an empty arena just aren't the same. The comedy was well done, they made good use of the environment at WWE Headquarters, and I was glued to the TV to the entire time. The winners were surprising and I was left satisfied by the end.
· The New Day vs. The Miz and John Morrison vs. The Lucha House Party vs. The Forgotten Sons: I maintain that the SmackDown tag team division still lacks depth, but this was an awesome opening for the Money in the Bank pay-per-view. Everyone busted their butt and kicked off the event on a high note. I couldn't care less about Lucha House Party and Forgotten Sons at the moment, but at least they've been holding their own in these multi-man matches. New Day retaining their titles was the outcome that made the most sense.
· Becky Lynch pregnancy: Congrats to Becky and Seth Rollins on the amazing announcement that they'll be welcoming a child into the world this December. WWE was advertising Lynch confronting the winner of the women's Money in the Bank Ladder match one week before she announced she's pregnant, so I assume the decision to have her vacate the title was made at the last minute. I don't mind Asuka becoming the new Raw Women's Champion, but she needs to be booked to look dominant again.
· Edge and Randy Orton: Aside from that last line from Charly Caruso (which was insanely stupid), this was a strong verbal exchange. That should come as no surprise considering how incredible their chemistry is. Their storyline was the highlight of the road to WrestleMania 36 and I'm sure they'll produce more fantastic mic work heading into Backlash, but I don't see the point of the program continuing after Edge already beat Orton at WrestleMania despite what Orton said here.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Drew Gulak: I loved the match these two had at Elimination Chamber back in March and this was equally excellent. Their similar styles never cease to gel well together and the pace was consistently exciting throughout. While the outcome was never in doubt, Gulak scored plenty of offense and was made to look like Bryan's equal in defeat. Unfortunately, it was revealed soon after SmackDown that Gulak had left WWE as a result of his contract expiring. It's a shame because he's been doing some top-notch work alongside Bryan in recent months on the blue brand, but if he feels he should be paid more and WWE refused, then I totally understand. He'll be an awesome asset to any company lucky enough to have him. AEW, perhaps?
· Matt Riddle and Timothy Thatcher vs. Imperium: Marcel Barthel and Fabian Aichner have been a tremendous team for some time now and I'm happy they finally have gold around their waists. This was a nice little match with an ending I didn't see coming. Speaking of which...
· Matt Riddle vs. Timothy Thatcher: I wouldn't have given this away on the same night as Thatcher's turn, but it was a hell of a main event, nonetheless. I assume Riddle barely beating Thatcher as well as Thatcher's post-match attack were designed to cement Thatcher as a full-fledged heel and set up a rematch for NXT TakeOver: In Your House next month.
· Finn Balor vs. Cameron Grimes: Balor has lost only one other match since returning to NXT in the fall, and that was to Adam Cole in December. Thus, Grimes defeating him here was a real shocker. They had a quality contest and hopefully Grimes can capitalize off this victory.
This Week's Low Points
· Bayley vs. Tamina: I thoroughly enjoyed the Money in the Bank pay-per-view on the whole, but this was easily the weakest match on the entire show. Of course, I fully expected that considering how terrible Tamina is. I said from the start of this storyline that she had no business being in the SmackDown Women's Championship picture and that was evident here. Bayley and Sasha Banks did their best to carry her to a competent contest, but ultimately to no avail. I feared that Tamina would continue chasing the title based off what happened afterward, but thankfully, that didn't appear to be the case on Friday's SmackDown.
· Brand-to-Brand Invitation: WWE's announcing the Brand-to-Brand Invitation gave me Wild Card Rule vibes and that is not a good thing. I hated what WWE muddied the waters of the Brand Split last year and this is no different. I honestly don't understand what purpose it's supposed to serve seeing as how it did nothing to raise the ratings the first time they tried it. At the very least, they should be making more exciting matches with the members of the Raw and SmackDown rosters, not Drew McIntyre vs. King Corbin.
· R-Truth, Cedric Alexander and Ricochet vs. MVP, Shane Thorne and Brendan Vink: Alexander and Ricochet winning was a pleasant surprise, but that's the only thing I liked about this. It was the definition of a throwaway match, largely due to how dumb Truth's "Pretty Ricky" persona was. I remember him attempting to get it over back in 2009, but it flopped for obvious reasons. On the bright side, MVP and Lashley are on the verge of finally forming an alliance and I'm all for it. Now Lashley just needs to dump Lana from his act.
· Angel Garza vs. Akira Tozawa: As a match, this was perfectly fine, but the reason this is in the "Low Points" column is because Tozawa should not be losing so often on Raw while being positioned as a threat in the ongoing Interim NXT Cruiserweight Championship Tournament. They could have used literally anyone else for that spot, specially the Performance Center recruits. As for the tension teased within Zelina Vega's stable, it's hard to care when they lose so frequently.
· Dana Brooke vs. Naomi: Brooke winning so many matches lately is a bit random, but I assume it's because she's going to be built up as Bayley's next challenger at Backlash. I can't say I'm looking forward to that since Bayley has beaten her multiple times already on SmackDown and their matches have never been anything out of the ordinary. The bigger issue in my opinion is how WWE has completely wasted Naomi over the past four months. She returned at the Royal Rumble with plenty of fanfare, but it feels like she's lost far more often than she's won and she hasn't felt like a threat to the title whatsoever. It's unfortunate that WWE would rather focus on Brooke (who bores me to tears) than organically run with Naomi as a prominent player in the title picture again.
· Elias vs. King Corbin: I would have been content if I never saw another bout between these two again after WrestleMania 36, yet here we are. The worst part is that this lasted way longer than their original encounter when it didn't need to. I appreciated that Elias advanced, though.
· Interim NXT Cruiserweight Championship Tournament matches: It seems like NXT has already given up on making this tourney feel special. It started out strong, but the matches have been getting shorter and shorter by the week. The round robin format is unique and most of the right people are winning, but the whole thing is a total afterthought at the moment.
· Kayden Carter vs. Aliyah: It looked like Aliyah would join the Robert Stone Brand after helping Chelsea Green beat Xia Li last week, but then she lost to Carter here. In other words, Aliyah has firmly been established as an enhancement talent and nothing they do with her will change that.
