Week of May 20, 2017
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns vs. Finn Balor - Raw, May 15
It was less than one year ago that Finn Balor arrived on WWE's main roster and immediately set his sights on the Universal Championship. He went on to win the title at SummerSlam, but only after beating Roman Reigns in his first-ever singles match on Monday Night Raw. With a shot at the strap hanging in the balance once again, they met in a rematch this past week and did not disappoint in delivering a great matchup. Despite still suffering from the injuries he sustained at the hands of Braun Strowman at Extreme Rules, Reigns prevailed over Balor. 

Superstar of the Week: Jinder Mahal
The last time Jinder Mahal was named the Superstar of the Week was one month ago when he was fresh off becoming the No. 1 contender to the WWE Championship. Now, days away from challenging Randy Orton for the prestigious prize at Backlash, he has come a long away as a main event player with this past week helping him gain momentum. After interrupting AJ Styles, he took the former WWE Champion to the limit and beat him in impressive fashion, albeit with a little help from Kevin Owens. The Maharaja resurfaced later in the night to lay out Orton, sending a major message to his Backlash opponent. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, May 17
Raw this past week was solid as usual, though nothing to write home about. Meanwhile, it was a crucial week for both SmackDown Live and NXT as they have live specials coming up this weekend. Although SmackDown was decent, it did very little to get me more excited about Backlash than I already was, whereas the latest edition of NXT did an exceptional job of setting the stage for what should be an amazing event. From a fun Drew McIntyre match to Kassius Ohno and Andrade "Cien" Almas killing each other to Hideo Itami laying out Bobby Roode, there was a lot to like about NXT on Wednesday. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Dean Ambrose vs. The Miz: Yes, it feels as if we've seen this match a million times in the last six months, but it doesn't change how they have awesome chemistry together. This was another enjoyable affair from them and the final few minutes were especially suspenseful. Unfortunately, the finish that saw Ambrose get himself intentionally disqualified was a little lame, but at least it set up a rematch for Extreme Rules where Ambrose will lose the title if he gets disqualified again. Hopefully it's there that Miz gets the gold back in his possession because he is a far more compelling champion than Ambrose.
· Alexa Bliss and Bayley: This is probably the most refreshing feud I've seen in either the Raw or SmackDown Live women's divisions in many months. Both Bliss and Bayley play their roles so remarkably well that their matches and talking segments never cease to entertain me. Bliss is such a natural on the mic that she can help carry Bayley and it's the other way around in the ring. Bayley sold Bliss' kendo stick shot like a million bucks and actually got me excited about a kendo stick match between them at Extreme Rules.
· Austin Aries vs. TJP: 205 Live is lifeless more often than not, but this was a pretty good match from two talented performers. TJP is infinitely more comfortable it seems as a heel than he ever was as a babyface, and Aries' pursuit of the WWE Cruiserweight Championship continued here as he knocked off Neville's head henchman. The in-ring action was solid and I liked the story they told with TJP locking in on Aries' injured knee. Aries vs. Neville at Extreme Rules can be a real barn-burner of a bout, especially if it will be the blow-off to their long-running rivalry.
· Kassius Ohno vs. Andrade "Cien" Almas: Ohno and Almas have been flying under the radar lately in NXT, but this was an excellent match that allowed them to really showcase their skills. This hard-hitting style we've been seeing a ton of on NXT recently has been a breath of fresh air and I hope it's here to stay. As for Ohno and Almas, both guys should receive direction coming out of TakeOver: Chicago because they are far too good to be relegated to meaningless matches.
· WWE U.K. Championship special: I typically only take WWE's main program into account for the Week in Review, but I figured I would throw the WWE U.K. Championship special a bone because it was damn fun. The first two matches were average, but Pete Dunne vs. Trent Seven and Tyler Bate vs. Mark Andrews were fantastic. Seriously, if you haven't see the tournament from January or this special, you are doing yourself a major disservice. Plus, Jim Ross and Nigel McGuinness were a blast to listen to on commentary and added a lot to the action. I suppose we'll see in terms of what this means for a weekly television show because no official announcement was made.
This Week's Low Points
· Big Cass vs. Titus O'Neil: As previously noted, I liked Raw on the whole this past week, but this was purely filler and nothing more. I know I originally showed disdain for the pairing of Apollo Crews and O'Neil, but after giving it some more thought, I don't hate it because if nothing else, it gives Crews something to do at long last. That's all I've been asking for the last year. As far this match went, however, it was total throwaway and should not have even happened. O'Neil is better off in a managerial role at this point than as a wrestler. Crews laying out Amore afterward was interesting, though. Could Crews be on the verge of a heel turn?
· Austin Aries and Jack Gallagher vs. Neville and TJP: Aries and Neville have done all they could to bring the Cruiserweight division to prominence, but it could very well be damaged goods at this point because no one in the crowd seems to care about these matches. This was a well-wrestled matchup that successfully furthered the feud between Aries and Neville, but it could have been much better with more time. And that's basically the problem: they're being rushed each week and thus fans have been conditioned to not invest in their storylines.
· Naomi vs. Carmella: I said a few weeks ago that it only made sense to give Carmella the next shot at the SmackDown Women's Championship after pinning Naomi, but that doesn't necessarily mean it's a good idea. She does indeed have plenty of potential, but she just isn't there yet, not by a long shot. This poor match exposed her weaknesses with how she can't sell too well and how she doesn't have a strong character (and no, James Ellsworth isn't helping any). Carmella beat Naomi again to further her momentum, but I'm not thrilled about a potential program between the two of them.
· Breezango vs. The Colons: It's cool that WWE has made Breezango a bigger threat to the SmackDown Tag Team Championship through their wins in recent weeks as well as through their Fashion Files vignettes, which I've found funny. Unfortunately, this match was laid out the wrong way. The Colons are also in the midst of a push right now (I assume), so they dominated a majority of the match, so Breezango didn't gain much from winning in fluky fashion. Still, at least Breezango scored the victory.
· Sonya Deville vs. Lacey Evans: I praised this match in my NXT review because at least they're trying something new with two fresh faces. Deville is the former Daria Berenato and has already improved significantly in the ring, and Evans is a work in progress as well. That said, this was a bit of a shaky match and oddly placed on the go-home show for TakeOver: Chicago. NXT women's division needed all the help it could get earlier this year, but with Deville and Evans arriving on the scene and many others making names for themselves, the future of women's wrestling in NXT looks bright. This was a rough match at various points, but NXT is developmental at the end of the day.
