WEEK OF MAY 25, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: THE SHIELD VS. KOFI KINGSTON AND TEAM HELL NO - MONDAY NIGHT RAW, MAY 20TH
It was a tough decision for this week's Match of the Week, merely due to the fact that there were many matches this past week that were absolutely astonishing. However, of all the matches we've witnessed this week, the six-man tag team match from Monday Night Raw proved to be the best of them all. It saw The Shield, who acquired a plethora of gold the night prior at Extreme Rules, battle the trio of Kofi Kingston and Team Hell No. Although every participant had their time to shine, the true star of this bout was undoubtedly Daniel Bryan. While I've enjoyed his comedy act in recent months, I've desperately missed his serious side, so I was glad to see it return. His aggressive antics seemed to tease an eventual heel turn, which I was intrigued by. After chaos ensued in the contest's final few minutes, The Shield once again emerged victorious to keep their astounding streak intact. Week in and week out, this feared faction never ceases to impress me. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: CURTIS AXEL
If you told me a month ago that Michael McGillicutty would be main eventing Monday Night Raw against Triple H, I would have never believed you. The funniest part about all this is that he lost to Sin Cara on WWE Superstars a mere three days earlier before defeating the masked marvel the following week on Friday Night SmackDown. After being underutilized and underestimated, McGillicutty finally resurfaced on Raw with a new name: Curtis Axel. The multi-generation star was revealed as Paul Heyman's latest client, which can mean only good things for Axel. He would go on to defeat HHH later in the evening via forfeit. While the focus wasn't exactly on him at the conclusion of the show, he managed to bounce back nicely with a win on SmackDown. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE EXTREME RULES
For the first time in a quite awhile, both Monday Night Raw and Friday Night SmackDown had strong showings this week. Despite that, this past Sunday's Extreme Rules pay-per-view managed to outshine both broadcasts. It was a night filled with awesome action, logical booking and fun surprises. In today's WWE, you can't ask for much more than that. Furthermore, it was a vast improvement over last month's lackluster WrestleMania 29 event, which was undoubtedly the worst pay-per-view of the year thus far. Extreme Rules has always been an excellent event since its inception in 2009, so the fact it once again proved to be a show worth watching shouldn't have come as any surprise. Raw has been rather boring as of late, so I was thankful that this week's edition was the best one we've seen in recent weeks. SmackDown has been entertaining for quite some time now and provided yet another solid show on Friday night. All in all, this was an eventual week in wrestling that gave me hope for the future. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
Brock Lesnar vs. Triple H: Of the three matches they've had against one another, I considered this to be the best of their series. The story-telling was spot-on in this bout and made for an exciting contest. Lesnar needed the victory much more than HHH, so having him go over was a smart move.
· Ryback: His Last Man Standing match with John Cena at Extreme Rules exceeded expectations and the draw finish protected both guys in the process. Ryback's strong promo and vicious attack on Ryder the next night on Raw showed the true potential he has as a heel.
· The Shield: There has be no better stable than The Shield since Evolution a decade ago. This trecherous trio captured gold at Extreme Rules and proceeded to score back-to-back victories on Raw and SmackDown, respectively, this past week. I look forward to where the feared faction goes from here.
· Chris Jericho: With a victory over Fandango at Extreme Rules, a tag team win on Raw and a count-out win over Big Show on SmackDown, Jericho was an absolute roll this past week. It's very rare to see Jericho on a winning streak nowadays, so it was certainly a special treat.
· Randy Orton vs. Big Show: While I wasn't blown away by their feud going into Extreme Rules, Show and Orton provided a rather entertaining match at the event. Orton bringing back the punt kick to finish off Show was a nice touch. However, where do both guys go from here?
· Daniel Bryan: The foreshadowing of his eventual heel turn was excellently done this past week. As much as I enjoyed Team Hell No, it's time for him to be placed where he belongs: the World Heavyweight title picture.
· Alberto Del Rio vs. Big E Langston: These two put on two good matches on both Raw and WWE Main Event this week. Langston scored the upset victory on Raw, while Del Rio bounced back with a nice win on the subsequent edition of Main Event.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
Jack Swagger: He participated in three great matches this past week, but was on the winning side of none of them. How does WWE expect us to take Swagger seriously as a World title contender if he constantly loses? Perhaps this is the punishment he was supposed to receive a few months ago when he was arrested.
· Sheamus vs. Mark Henry: This was unfortunately the low light of the Extreme Rules event. Henry's injury might have hindered the bout, but the Strap stipulation wasn't exciting at all. Here's hoping Henry's injury isn't serious.
· Sheamus and Damien Sandow: I like the deserved singles push Sandow seems to be getting, but this wasn't what I had in mind. Sheamus attacking Sandow as well as Matt Striker once yet portrays him as a heel rather than a face.
· Triple H concussion: In all honestly, I was mildly intrigued by this angle, but I can't help but overlook the fact that it took focus off of Curtis Axel. Triple H has been "injured" a number of times in recent years and returns every single time to the same story, so it's difficult to get excited about yet another HHH injury angle.
· The Miz vs. Cody Rhodes: This didn't seem like the kind of pre-show match that would make people want to order the actual pay-per-view. There wasn't anything necessarily wrong with the in-ring action, but the bout as a whole was rather forgettable. This was Miz's fifth pre-show match in the last year while Rhodes hasn't meant anything since last year. Both guys need to find direction and fast.
· WWE App: How many times can WWE plug their app before it gets to the point of complete annoyance? It's understandable that WWE would want to plug their own app, but promoting it countless times during their programming is absolutely asinine. 
