Week of May 4, 2019
Match of the Week: Tony Nese vs. Drew Gulak - NXT, May 1
Tony Nese and Drew Gulak have been both friends and foes over the years, and every time they lock up one-on-one, you can expect excellence. That was the case on Tuesday's 205 Live when they waged war once again and ripped it up in the main event of the show. They built to an exciting final stretch that saw Gulak come close to pulling out the victory on several occasions. Ultimately, Nese had enough left in the tank to beat Gulak. Truth be told, I couldn't help but think that Gulak would be a way better choice to contend for the WWE Cruiserweight Championship than Ariya Daivari.
Superstar of the Week: Ricochet
I was mildly worried for Ricochet's future on Raw when he was beaten by Robert Roode last week on the show. Well, it didn't take long for him to rebound. At the start of this week's episode, he was announced as one of the eight competitors in the men's Money in the Bank Ladder match. Baron Corbin and Drew McIntyre took turns picking on him for his small size, but Ricochet went on to prove them wrong by pinning Corbin in tag team action. I highly doubt he'll end up becoming Mr. Money in the Bank, but his strong showing on Monday night certainly established him as a threat.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, May 1
It speaks volumes about the current state of WWE programming when NXT isn't as must-see as it normally is yet still manages to clinch the award for "Show of the Week." Yeah, the latest episodes of Raw and SmackDown Live were that bad. Aside from the announcements of who will be taking part in the Money in the Bank Ladder matches, neither show did much for me at all. At least on NXT, Kushida arrived with a bang by beating Kassius Ohno while Dominik Dijakovic continued to build momentum. The Forgotten Sons' six-man tag team match was (surprisingly) also enjoyable.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· WWE Championship contract signing: Like I always say, if you've seen one contract signing in wrestling, you've seen them all. However, this was a good one with Seth Rollins and AJ Styles trading verbal jabs and hyping up their dream match for Money in the Bank. It's interesting to note that Styles came off as more heelish than normal when addressing Rollins and actually received a decent amount of boos when it came time to sign the contract. It's entirely possible that a heel turn for Styles is in the works, and I'm not sure that I'd be opposed to it, especially if he reunited with Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson.
· Becky Lynch and Lacey Evans: This may be an unpopular opinion, but Lynch hasn't been lighting the world on fire for me since she won in the WrestleMania 35 main event. Maybe she's just better off in chase mode, because her promos were starting to feel repetitive. On the bright side, she hit a home run with her promo on Raw and her subsequent brawl with Evans was well done. I'm very curious to see if Evans will rise to the occasion in the biggest match of her career at Money in the Bank, or if she'll fall flat.
· Kofi Kingston and Kevin Owens: Owens cut two different promos on SmackDown Live this week, and as strong as they were, I was slightly disappointed he never once mentioned how Kingston "stole" his WrestleMania moment. That really should be the reason for this feud happening. Putting that side, they did an effective job of moving their story along at the beginning and end of the show. Not only is Owens the perfect foil for Kingston at the moment, Kingston will have his chance to prove that he doesn't need the rest of The New Day to be successful.
· Becky Lynch vs. Bayley: This marked the first time that these two have ever gone one-on-one on the main roster, so I wish it would have been saved for a later date when it could have meant more. However, it was an entertaining encounter and they had quality chemistry together. I'm sticking to my guns with my prediction about Bayley turning heel. She's now suffered back-to-back losses, so she has to crack eventually.
· Kushida vs. Kassius Ohno: While this wasn't the barn burner of a bout I'm certain they could have had, this was a fun debut for Kushida in NXT. Ohno bid farewell to the black-and-gold brand a while ago but returned so he could spoil Kushida's NXT arrival. Obviously, he fell short of victory, but this was a much more competitive contest than I was expecting. Personally, I would have preferred this being more one-sided in favor of Kushida, but that's merely nitpicking. Kushida was an absolute star in Japan, and based off what we've seen so far, I have faith NXT will do right by him. Most importantly, I'm ecstatic that he's able to keep doing his Back to the Future-inspired entrance. I always enjoyed that in New Japan Pro Wrestling and it's just as cool in NXT.
This Week's Low Points
· The Revival: It was reported early on Monday that Revival were offered lucrative multi-year deals by WWE but they ultimately turned them down. Based off how they've been booked this year, it's hard to blame them. Thus, I doubt it was a coincidence that on Raw, the team was embarrassed by The Usos when footage was shown of them shaving each other's backs. As if that wasn't bad enough, they suffered another loss to Zack Ryder and Curt Hawkins later in the show. If Revival don't want to stick around, that's their decision, but it's going to be tough to watch them get buried week after week until their contracts expire.
· Naomi vs. Alexa Bliss: Moment of Bliss was pretty atrocious (more on that later), but it wasn't as much of a waste of time as this impromptu match. It's great that Naomi is riding a wave of momentum heading into Money in the Bank, but her win was far from the focal point of this outing. Rather, it was Bliss' shoes, which couldn't stayed tied because they weren't made for wrestling in. How dumb of a storyline is that? Both Bliss and Naomi are talented competitors, so it's a shame they weren't allowed to have the contest they were capable of.
· The Miz vs. Bobby Lashley: Thank the lord that this won't be Miz's new feud, because these two have very little chemistry based off what we saw in this match. Granted, it was too short to be anything of note anyway, but what we got wasn't good. The Miz TV segment that preceded it wasn't stellar, either, but at least Miz and Shane McMahon furthered their feud. The only reason I'm looking forward to their Steel Cage matchup at Money in the Bank is so Miz can avenge his loss to Shane from WrestleMania. In retrospect, the rivalry should have ended there with a win for Miz.
· The Hardy Boyz relinquish the SmackDown Tag Team Championship: It's been rumored that Jeff Hardy was injured and would be out of action for a while, but we didn't find out the extent of the injury until Tuesday's SmackDown Live. He revealed it would be a six-to-nine month recovery time, so The Hardy Boyz' days as SmackDown Tag Team Champions have come to an abrupt end. The angle was well done, but this was a bummer.
· Money in the Bank Ladder match lineup announcements: There are years (like last year) where WWE will hold qualifying matches to determine who will take part in the men's and women's Money in the Bank Ladder matches, but that wasn't the case this year. WWE instead took the lazy route by announcing outright who the participants will be, and there was no logic provided for any of them. For example, Ricochet lost to Robert Roode last week on Raw. He somehow earned a spot in Money in the Bank but Roode did not. Meanwhile, Moment of Bliss featuring the reveal of the women's lineup for Raw was awful and did not make me want to see any of them capture the opportunistic briefcase. It wasn't any better on SmackDown, either.
