Week of May 9, 2020

Match of the Week:
The New Day and The Lucha House Party vs. The Miz & John Morrison and The Forgotten Sons (SmackDown, May 8)
I honestly didn't expect to enjoy this match as much as I did. I assumed that its sole purpose was to kill television time the longer it went on, but the action was entertaining enough to hold my interest and give me hope for the Fatal 4-Way involving all four tandems at Money in the Bank. Everyone had a chance to shine and that final stretch was just terrific. I maintain that SmackDown's tag team division needs more depth (The Usos being out for the foreseeable future doesn't help), but this was a step in the right direction. The heel squad emerging victorious was the correct outcome.
Superstar of the Week:
Karrion Kross
Karrion Kross' NXT debut has been a long time coming and it did not disappoint. He cemented his star status as soon as he made his awe-inspiring entrance, which featured vocals from Scarlett. It was all over for his opponent Leon Ruff from there, and in the matter of a minute, Kross had annihilated him with ease. The former IMPACT star came across like a complete killer (pun intended) and having Scarlett in his corner only added to his mystique. I'm super excited to see where the duo goes from here and what kind of havoc they'll wreak on the NXT roster next.
Show of the Week:
Monday Night Raw, May 4
Although NXT was pretty good on the whole this week, it failed to live up the TakeOver-level hype it had for it going in. Both Raw and SmackDown were successful in hyping up Money in the Bank for Sunday, but I thought Raw was the stronger show of the two. There was some quality wrestling, solid storyline progression and top-notch promo work. The Gauntlet wasn't anything extraordinary, but at least it served a purpose. Above all else, Raw left me more excited for the upcoming event than I was before and that's what matters most.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Murphy: This match made sense after their interaction the week prior during the contract signing. I wish they received more time, but at least the outing was enjoyable while it lasted and Murphy got to look competitive before eating defeat. As for McIntyre, he's been booked incredibly well since becoming WWE Champion at WrestleMania 36 and it's refreshing to see. He was able to stand tall over Seth Rollins at the end of this week's Raw, which makes me worried that he might be in jeopardy of losing the title at Money in the Bank. Here's hoping that isn't the case and he holds onto the gold for a while longer.
· The Street Profits vs. The Viking Raiders: These two teams have always had quality chemistry and their latest encounter on Raw was a treat. It started out slow but was fun once they picked up the pace. I mistakenly thought it was for the Raw Tag Team Championship initially, so I was surprised when Viking Raiders scored the clean victory. Rather, I assume this was designed to earn them another shot at the straps. Street Profits have never beaten Viking Raiders, so this was a logical way of furthering their feud.
· Mandy Rose vs. Sonya Deville: I'm very disappointed WWE chose to give this away two days before a pay-per-view on SmackDown when they could have easily saved it for Sunday. That said, this was an excellent sprint. You could feel the animosity both women had for each other and Deville especially shined with her trash-talking. I'm happy she won because it must mean that WWE has plans for the program to continue. Needless to say, this has been the best feud in SmackDown's women's division in forever.
· Jeff Hardy returns: I really want to believe Hardy when he says that this run will be different for him, so fingers crossed he means it. It was good to see him back on Friday's SmackDown after such a long layoff (not counting his random one-off return in March) and I thought his back-and-forth on the mic with Sheamus was solid. They worked well together during their feud over the Raw Tag Team Championship in 2017, so I'm looking forward to their matches.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Io Shirai: This is one instance where I actually preferred the non-finish and I'm glad we got it. While it wasn't as exceptional as I thought it would be, the effort was there and the action was entertaining. I feared that Flair would beat Shirai clean en route to dominating all of NXT's women's ranks, but thankfully, that didn't happen. Instead, Shirai was protected in defeat, and even with Rhea Ripley returning afterward, it appears Shirai is still in the hunt for the title (as she should be). If a Triple Threat for the NXT Women's Championship is on the horizon, I'm all for it. However, Ripley regaining the gold from Flair would prove that Flair winning the title in the first place was pointless. The division has hardly benefited in my opinion.
· Johnny Gargano vs. Dominik Dijakovic: I'm really digging Gargano as a heel thus far. He had to go all the way with it and the new attitude and entrance music were necessary changes to his character. This was a great match as Gargano maintains momentum with the win.
This Week's Low Points
· Last Chance Gauntlet match: In theory, this was a good idea to fill the final spot in the men's Money in the Bank Ladder match (poor Apollo Crews). Unfortunately, the layout was poor. Bobby Lashley dominating for the first portion was smart, but none of his wins were remotely impressive because they were all against enhancement talent. Humberto Carrillo eventually eliminated him and had a decent run for himself, but the issue is that he's been off TV for so long that I don't know how much he benefited from beating Lashley, Austin Theory and Angel Garza. On the bright side, AJ Styles was returning to win the whole thing was a cool twist.
· Ricochet & Cedric Alexander vs. Shane Thorne & Brendan Vink: I'm all for building new talent, but Ricochet and Alexander haven't won enough to justify them losing to an up-and-coming tandem quite yet. It doesn't help that Thorne and Vink aren't established whatsoever and the only thing we know about them is that they're now being managed by MVP. Speaking of whom, he wasn't even ringside for their big win. Were it his words of wisdom beforehand that motivated them to beat Ricochet and Alexander? This didn't pack a punch.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Liv Morgan: As a match, this was better than I thought it would be and I give Morgan a lot of credit for hanging in there with the NXT Women's Champion. The reason I put this in the "Low Points" column is because there was no need for it. Morgan has been building momentum in recent weeks with wins over the likes of Ruby Riott and Natalya. I'm sure her facing Flair was inevitable, but it should have been saved for down the road. One of the Performance Center recruits should have been used for this spot instead.
· Braun Strowman and Bray Wyatt go face-to-face: This was a solid segment as it was nice to see these two finally go face-to-face, but my problem with this feud from last week still stands as they have yet to go beyond the surface. We get it, they were in The Wyatt Family together, but other than that, viewers don't have much of an incentive to care about Strowman getting his hands on Wyatt. My hope is that Wyatt will eventually do something dastardly to infuriate Strowman.
· Adam Cole vs. Velveteen Dream: NXT had been building toward this championship bout as a TakeOver-level main event for months, so it's a shame that it fell flat. It was far from bad, but it never felt like it got out of first gear. Dream's gimmick doesn't work as well without an audience, and as a result, it would have been the wrong time for him to become champion. It's possible he'll remain in chase mode and capture the title before long, but I think it might for the best that they move on to someone new for Cole's next challenger. For starters, it shouldn't be Dexter Lumis. It's been teased lately, but he isn't ready for that type of spotlight at this point. I'd be more open to him feuding with Dream going forward. That clash of characters could be interesting.
· Chelsea Green vs. Xia Li: Green has a great look and I like her pairing with Robert Stone, but she has yet to deliver a truly memorable match. This was pretty weak and I hated the interference from Aliyah. I have no desire to see Aliyah a part of the Robert Stone Brand.
